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VILLAGE DIALOGUES. 



PART I. 

A woRTHT minister of the goipel, being 
early removed from. the ^ares and triaU 
of the present world, left a widow, 
and one daughter whom it had been a 
chief object of both their livesi to tr.ain 
up, as a cliild of immortality. 

As her understanding opened, they 
often talked to her of Ood ; of his un- 
bounded power, bis unlimited goodness ; 
and taught her to look up to him as her 
Maker, her Preserver, her Father, and 
her Friend ; — ooe who loved her better 
than any earthly parent could possibly; 
do, and who, after she had remained in 
this world long enough to learn those 
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4 ViUage Dialoguis. 

christiaii yirtues which would fit her for 
a better, would call her to that happy 
homei where the righteoua will dwell, in 
never-eodlng happiness. 

When her jouog heart rejoiced in the 
communication of these delightful truths, 
thej never failed to make her sensible 
that much was to be done on her owo 
part ; that she must diligently strive to 
understand what GtoA required from her, 
and bend her will in every thing to a 
cheerful submission to the holy precepts 
which he hath given na by his beloved 
son Jesus Christ. They took frequent 
opportunities to point out the beauty and 
excdlence of these precepts, and in her 
blessed saviour the bright example of 
one who exactly fulfilled them all,^— who 
endured and resisted the most powerful 
temptations, who blessed those that 
cursed him, did good to those who hated 
him, and not only prayed for those who 
despitefully used him, but with his dy- 
ing bieath entreated forgiveness from 
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\»9 heaiv.enly^ Father- for I1im€ cruel men, 
wbd:per9q^ed hiai..eveD'fo a shameful 
ttid lorUipin^ death* .in: 
. Often .would theyid velf upon t h^ glori* 
oaa reward which wjas b(e«fo:ved upoo 
bifl MiioeDt piel^y »nd perfet&t obedience ; 
and apeak o»f hr& reaurreetien from the 
grave, a^4 ascension into ibose. regions 
^ happlfiess from wheqee at the last 
solemn day be will." come in the clouds 
of heaven," to raise bis true foIio«?ers to 
immortoil life, and put them' into posses* 
sion of a glorious. inheritance io the king- 
dom of bis beaveiil J Falthei*. 

This happy and fortunate child, whose 
earliest and best aflTecHona were thus 
turned to 6od,--*wbo from <he first dawn 
of reason Was taught to feel herself 
an accountable creature, and zealously 
io follow in the footsteps of ber heavenly 
teacher, — was little more than twelve 
years old at the time of her father'a 
death, and, it may be well supposed, 
shared deeply with her mother in the 

No. II. 1 * 
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aiBictioo cairwMi bjr so severe a km : but 
she bad imbibed It uechrialian pritteipievy 
and was fully aware tfaait hia retiioiMl 
from tbia world inwaf be right atid goed» 
because ii was €hd*s iomg- The 
inouraerB tberefore coasforted eaefa efCber 
with the remenatH^aDee of the holy anil 
nsefttl life whieh tbeir dear friend bad 
spent ; whiefa through tbe mercy of 
tbeir good Creator, left them no room 
to doubt of hia being of that blessed 
number who bate /* died in the Lord/' 
who *' rest from their labours/' and 
** whose works sball follow them/' 

The pious and tender mother now re- 
doubled her eodearoura to fix every 
christian grace and virtue In tbe breast 
of her child ; that she might as little as 
it was possible feel the loss of the dear 
iostrnctor, who had been taken away 
before the time when the atturementa 
and temptations of the world begin 
to be most dangerous to the youthful 
heart. She knew that upon the state of 
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her dugliter's-iniiid, tud tbe reguhtion 
of her coQchiet dvring the course of a 
few approechingy ears, her character for 
life would probablj depend : aad instead • 
of devoting the greatest part of her time 
and tatents to unprofitable studies, which 
ooly adudioi^er to fwekiy and attach us 
to the worlds "she uneeasiegly taught her 
to '* flee from -youthful < io^sy \m^ follow* 
r^hteoRsness, faith, charity ^-and peace ;'' 
— *^ as a servaot' of the Lord, not to 
strive, but to be gentle unto all. men, apt 
to teach, paiMnt, soberoiuinded, and in 
all things showing heiuelf a pattern of 
good works.'' 

God gave a blessing lo these pious 
endeavours : her daughter grew up all 
that she could wbh ; was the delight of 
her mother's lieart, the friend of the 
poor, the teacher of their children ; de- 
voted to heaves and heavenly things ; 
and her whole time, as far as in her lay, 
employed for the benefit of her feliow* 
creatures. 
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In f hn happj 'slate ef preptratton for" 
contioaed' life, or ftiHMeii cteatii, v^ere 
both molher ao^ daug;faler, when ik^^ 
latter was attacked : by an •iliaeas so 
violent^ tliat not«Ribatan4i«g aU (bat 
could be ^ne for berul io afesV^lnreefcs 
put an end to .ber lik*,, Sbe. waa eaifi|r» 
aware of ber qmu di«lger.^ .aoid <Naougbt: 
ber inotl^i' i/3k*:f9^pMi^ bemeif for t^be^n 
fill subfiii^Hion 't6;ithe.>itril^'of Gody if it 
ai^iould: be^hia gaod^pleiwure to divide 
tbem ,for 4b^ pr^ent \ and. to look forward 
to the joyfiil day wheo, tb£5r would be 
again 4tiiit^y together with ber beloved 
father, in the presence of Hioi. in whom 
Ibeir hearts frii8ted,-i — ^whose tender 
mercy a*as their atrohg tower and rock- 
of defence, — and who will never leave 
nor forsake those who bve and obey 
bim. 

f will not attempt to describe the feel- 
ings of this fond mother, when her dar« 
ling lay lifeless before her : nofbing but 
a perfect dependence upon tbe gracious 
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i of that good Boiiig wlio ndes all 
events, and catwea them to <* work 
ti^tber" for tiM booefit of those who 
love hm, could have supported her 
a&der eo heaxrjr as alBictloD. But *' Ood 
is a sfiffie refoge in the time of tronbie !" 
aad as aU esrtfdj props sink under us, 
«r fall firoai oar ^asp, wo cling more 
closelj to Hin who alone csa noTor fail 
ns. 

The charaeier and . eondoct of this 
esodknt woman had gained her the 
fraaadlf regard and good opinion of all 
who knew her: but she had' no near 
relation, no person upon wbom^she could 
bestow -those warm and tender affections 
which had been divided between her 
hosband and her dai^hter. The world 
teemed lake a drear j wilderness, through 
which she was travelling alone : and 
though submission to the will of Ood 
was so fixed a habit of her mind, that no 
murmur arose in her heart, no complaint 
proceeded from her lips ; yti she seem- 
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10 FOiagt Diab^^wB. 

ed in danger of falling, unawwres to 
herself, into a state of melancholj. 

From (his however she was saved by 
that never«failing source of comfort to 
the human race^ true and r^ionai relir 
gion : which told her that she was still 
in a state of trial, and that life was doubt- 
less continued to her for some good pur- 
pose both to herself and others. s 

She lived hi a populous neighboui* 
hood, and it was a time of dearoess ^nd 
scarcity among the poor, whose neceitoi* 
ties she had all her life been in the habit 
of relieving to the utmost extent of ber 
power. Indeed, she constantly denied 
herself many comforts and cooveniencest 
which others in her situation thought 
absolutely necessary, that she might be . 
able more liberally to supply the wants 
of her suffering fellow-creatures* 

After the death of her daughter, it-is 
not surprising that her, mind should be 
for a time too much occupied with her 
own griefs to suffisr her to attend to those 
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Fittnge DmU^e$, 11 

of her poor neigbboars io th« manner sbe 
was aaed to do : but in tbe course of a 
few weeks ske began to accuse herself of 
a neglect of duty ; and bearing that a 
labourer whojlived near had been danger^ 
ouslj ill, and was still confined to his 
room, she resolved no longer to indulge 
thc^ indolence both of body and mind, 
which sorrow is too apt to bring upon 
us, but to eadeayour to lighten its load 
by striving to console one who was also 
afflicted, thoogh from a cause unlike her 
awn. This resolution was no sooner 
formed than begun to be executed : she 
entered into the cottage of the sick man ; 
and after tenderly inquiring into the 
particulars of his complaint, and promis- 
ing to send him nourishment such as she 
perceived his case required, the follow- 
ing dialogue passed between them. 

Lady. I most truly compassionate 
your sufferings, Thomas, and wish to do 
ail in my power to enable you to bear 
them patiently till God sees it the pro- 
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13 FMngs Dud^gmi. 

per tiflie to reliere yoo. Are jcm deal* 
rou9 to do Ibis ? and do you pray earnest* 
ly to him for sopporl in thia time of hard 
trial? 

ThomaB. I pray Ood to put an end 
to my pain, or to take me out of thie 
world, for I am weary of my life^ 

Lady. You say that you are wearj 
of this life ; but are you sore that you 
shall be happier in another? Are you 
/ prepared to die by having led a holy and 
■f virtuous life ? Should yoo not rather 
pray for added days and years, to give 
you time and opportcmtty to get the bet- 
ter of your sins, before you are called te 
the last solemn account ? 

Thomas* Yes, yes,' I have many 
sins ; but we are all sinful, and I hope 
the Lord will have mercy upon us ail. 

Lady. The sins of other people, my 
friend, are what neither you nor I have 
any concern with, unless we could per- 
suade them H> repent. But we ought to 
set in earnest about getting rid of our 
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own : God it merciful to all who troly 
fim to httn, and fomfce tfaeir eril ways ; 
hot ^' fie is a God of jtidgmeRt/' and 
will not let the wicked doer go unpunish- 
ed. 

Thxymas. Whatever my sins are, if 
ia too late to uiNk^ them now, and I have 
been no worae than my neighbourfl. 
# Laig, Let me again remind you, 
that your neighbenra having been as bad, 
or worse than yourself, will do nothing x 
towards excusing you. All men are re- 
qaired to Irre soberly, honestly, and 
righteously in this world ;.and each must 
give an aceomt of his own deeds. If 
you have led an unholy aud immoral 
life, your psnishraent will not be the less 
because many others have done the same. 

Thomas. That may be : but I can« 
not help what is past, and I hope the 
Lord wiH have mercy upon my poor 
Bonh 

Idody. God is always ttierciful, al- 
ways ready to hearken to the prayer of 

No. IL 2 
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14 FUiag€ Dud^ws, 

the truly penilent. But he will Dot re- 
ceive into->biB glorious pre«eoee oue who 
dies ID bia sins; one who^e heart is not 
changed, and .who, if bis health was re- 
stored, would reiurn again to (be same 
evil course of life. 

Thomas. 1 Ibank C^qd I have never 
wronged any one, but have worked bard^ 
and lived bard, for many a long >ear» ^ 

Lady. If you have been strictly 
honest in all your dealings, that is a great 
and material point; but in other things I 
fear you have not done so well : have 
yon led a sober life ? 

Thomas. Why, I cannot say much 
as to that* But I had no comfort at 
home, with my wife and her children. 

Lady. You married a widow with a 
young family, which it was your owa 
choice to do ; and from the day in whicb 
you became her husband, it was your 
duty to have been the kind and affec- 
tionate father of her children. Unless 
you intended to do this, you ought not 
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to have married their mother. I- fear 
you have grudged their necesnary main- 
tenance, and (hat has caused uohappi* 
DeHft between you and vour wife. 

Thomas. I was a fool (o marry as I 
did ; but f have suffered enough for it. 

Lady. Your sufferings have pro* 
ceeded chiefly from yoar own bad con- 
duct, which I feel it my duty, if possi- 
ble, to convince you of; for, unless yoo 
can be made fully sensible of your faults, 
it is impossible that you should repent 
and reform. Had you acted as a cood 
man and a christian, you would have 
taken the poor fatherless children under 
your tendere«t care, and encouraged 
your wife to be a true mother to them* 
The money which you have spent in 
public houses would have fed and cloth* 
ed them comfortably ; they would have 
grown up under your roof, and loved 
you as a father; nay, would perhaps 
have felt more affection, and gratitude 
towards you than your own children will 
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10 FUlag^ Diahguis* 

ever dO| became you had dmie oiore for 
them than tbej could strictly demand at. 
your bands. The poor girl whom, while 
yet a child, you drove from your bouse, 
might now have been your nurse aod 
comforter; and the boy who has just 
enlisted, if you had set him a good exam* 
pie, made his home comfortable, and bad 
bim taught to read bis Bible, and keep 
holy the seventh day, might now have 
been a prop and support to you, helping 
to maintain both his mother and your* 
ftelf. 

Thonias. You take their parts too 
much, madam : it is a bard thing to be 
obliged to labour for other people's chil- 
dren. 

Lady, If you thought so, you ought 
not to have made it your duty by marry- 
ing their mother. But believe me, if 
you had conducted yourself towards them 
as a kind friend, instead of a cruel ene- 
my, you would not at this moment have 
been a shilling the poorer for such gene- 



d by Google 



Fittagi Dialf^is. 17 

rosify. " There is that scatfereth, and 
yet increasetb/' says the wise king So- 
lomon ; and the reason of this plainly is, 
that God gives a blessing to the labours 
of the good nian ; what be bas goes far, 
and holds out ; while vice wastes and 
destroys the substance of the ungodly. 

Thomas* Well, perhaps I have been 
wrong ; but my wife is of such a temper 
as would drive any man to a public house 
for peace and quietness. 

Lady* Ah, Thomas ! you did not 
find her temper bad till you made her 
Dobappy. It was your drunkenness, 
and your harsh treatment of her children, 
that made her what she is. An indus* 
trious, kind, and religious master of a 
family may make his wife and children 
almost what he pleases ; as such a one 
will be careful to marry no one who has 
not in all respects a good character. But 
what right has a man who lives as you 
have done, to hope for a kind and oblige 
ing wife ? Can she love or regard a bus- 
No. //. 2 * 
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band who comes home to her two or 
three oighl« in the week in a state of 
brutal intoxk;ation ? one who spends half 
the hard-earned wages of bis labour to 
make himself feel and appear like a fool^ 
or a madman! There are women of so 
truly christian a spirit as to continue 
kind and gentle even to snch men as 
these : but no one has a right to expect 
it from his wife, or to blame her when it 
is otherwise ; nor can 1 pity any man for 
a misery which he thus wilfully brings 
upon himself. 

Thomas. I believe I have been to 
blame in many things ; but it is now ali 
over, and I am too old to mend. 

Lady. O do not say so, do not think 
so. While life remains there is time for 
repentance and amendment. W ho know* 
whether God may not yet restore your 
health, and grant you many more years 
in this world ? And Tf you can be brought 
to view your past conduct in its true 
light, if your eyes can be opened to see 
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how baleful and deufructive a thkig ain 
», and to be fiiliy sensible bow guilty 
you have been, I should yet have strong 
hopes of your becoming a good and hap- 
py Kian. 

Believe me, to see such a change tak- • 
ing place in you, or in any other fellow- 
creature, would be one of the greatest 
pleasures of my life. 

Thomas* Ah ! madam, you were 
always good, so was your dear daughter. • 
But for her and your kind care and 
bounty, my poor lad would never have 
got through bis fever. It* must almost 
have broken yonr heart to part with 
Miss Fanny. 

Lady, wiping her eyes. She was in- 
deed a dear and good child ! But I have 
a solid comfort in knowing that she was 
fit to die. Though her life was short, it 
had answered the great and glorious pur- 
pose for which it was bestowed. She 
was ripe for heaven ! and Ood took her 
before she had known the cares and 
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sorrows which attend a long pilgrimage 
through thift world of trial. 

Thomas. Her being so good made it 
a hard thing to part with her. 

Lady, At the time, perhaps, it did 
increase my grief; but now it is my 
hourly source of consolation and thank- 
fulness. [ continually reflect that, were 
she now alive, she might in many difle* 
rent ways be made unhappy, and even 
be drawn aside by some great temp- 
tation to offend her God ! for who is 
secure from sin during their abode on 
earth 7 But she is now removed from 
every sorrow, safe from every danger ! 
She has finished a virtuous course ; and, 
through the infinite love and mercy of 
her Creator, there is laid up for her *• a 
crown of glory that fadeth not away." 

O my friend, though you see me weep, 
I kuow that I have reason to rejoice ; and 
believe me, my heart is thankful that my 
dear husband and daughter are in the 
happy number of those who have died 
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*< in the Lord/' and will have their part 
in the first glorious resurrection. 

Thomas. How 19 that, madam ? will 
not all the dead rise at the same time ? 

Lady. We are told by the apostle 
Paul, that *^ as Jesus died and rose again, 
even so them also which sleep in Jesus 
will God bring with him." And in 
another place he saySy *^ The Lor^ him* 
self ahall deao^d from heaven with a 
shoot, with the voice of the archangel, 
and with the trump of God; and the 
dead in Christ shall rise first:'** and 
John in the book of revelations, '' Bless- 
ed and holy is he that hath part in the 
firit resurrection." 

By these texts we learn, that the faith- 
ful and obedient disciples of our Lord, 
those who have given the grand proof of 
love to him which he above all requires 
— *doing the will of his heavenly Father, 
--will be first raised, by that power 
which the Almighty hath bestowed upon 
tbeir glorified master. Christ is <Mhe 
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first fruits of them that sfept,*' and <' af- 
terwards they that are Chrisfs at his 
comiog." '* Then coinetb the end, wheo 
be shall have delivered up th^ kingdom 
to Ood even The Falker." ^ And when 
all things shall be subdued unto htm, 
then shall ike Son also bimseir be 9mbjeci 
onto him that put all throes under him, 
that Ood may be All in All r 

Thomas. O madam, 1 rould bear you 
for ever 1 It is no wonder that you are 
so good, when you are continually look* 
ifio; for such glorious things* How drearj 
and dreadful is the thought of bein^ left 
in the cold grave, while ail the righteous 
are raised to life and happiness by their 
blessed master ! It chilis one's heart to 
think of it. 

Lady. Think often, my friend^ of 
this, and of the still heavier punishments 
which the scriptures pronounce on tbe 
ungodly : and then reflect upon the glo- 
rious prospect which the morning of tbe 
resurrection will open to the righteous ; 
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—a DeTer-eDding efernily of blef sedneas ; 
ft degree of bliss which ^Veye hath do 
teen, nor ear heard^ nor hath CTer enter- 
ed into the heart of man to conceive !'' 
This happiness^ this glorj, is oponed to 
yoUf to every one .* And can it be possi* 
ble for any h«mao being to be so stupid, 
or so iHigrateful, as to reject it ? I see 
that jou are shocked at the bare idea of 
such madness. Resoke then, by tho^ 
roughly reforming your heart and life, to 
become one of the happy number who 
take the Lord for their God. 

Thomas* O that I could promise to 
do this i 1 know that it would be weH 
for me here and hereafter ; but what is 
required is difficult, it is beyond my 
power. 

Lady. God is too just and merciful 
to require from any one more than he 
has given him full power to perform. 
And for the difficulty, take courage, and 
fear no hardship that can meet you in 
that path where the Lord is your helper 
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and your firm sopport. RenteoilM^r tlie 
wordi of oor heaveoljr teacbery **He 
that will come after me, let biin take op 
Ilia cross daily and follow me/' If yoor 
wife is violent and unreasonable, if yoor 
children are perverse and iH*tempered, 
tbiok of the evil example which you 
have hitherto set them, and look upon 
the vexation it gives yoo, as the cro«« 
4hat yoor own bad conduct has brought 
tipon you, and which it is yoor doty 
patiently to bear. 

If you will steadily resolve to do this, 
doubt not but Ood will by degrees light- 
en your burden, by making a religious 
Kfe delightful to yourself, and softening 
the hearts of. all around you. How 
widely difierent towards you wiU the 
feelings of your family be, when you 
come home at the end of the week, with 
kindness in yoor heart and on your lips, 
and your foil wages in your pocket, to 
buy whatever k wanting for yourself 
and them! How different a being will 
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yoo appear in tbeir ey^s ! Initead of a 
foolUb, brutiafa, quarrelaome creature, 
reeling home from hia aotlisb compaiH 
ioni to terrify and abuse bis beipleaa 
family ; your little innocents will be 
eagerly watching at the door for the re- 
turn of a tender and beloved father, who 
cornea to rest from bis labour by his own 
fireside, and enjoy a comfortable meal 
with his affectionate family : for an indus* 
trious and sober man can in the worst of 
times affdrd to have a comfortable meal, 
and to give bis wife and children a full 
share of it. 

Thomas. That would indeed be a 
happy life ; and there would be some en* 
couragemeot for a man to aim at it, if he 
had a wife who kept her house in order, 
and brought up her children as a chris* 
tian should do. 

Lady. If you, my friend, will act s 
truly christian part, I can almost promise 
that yours shall do the same. When 
the sees that you are sorry for your past 
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faalta, an^teallj desirous to^mafceber 
and your chiidren happy, Bbi6 will by 
degrees b^coofte kiod and grateful. • But 
j^ou must Dot look for this ctiange at 
ODce : you will find by your own expe* 
rience that it is hard to get the better of 
bad habits ; and must therefore have 
much patience with her and with your 
children. One of the difficult things 
you have to do, is, completely to con- 
quer the violence of your own^ temper, 
which has been so long indulged that it 
will require many and hard struggles be* 
fore it can be completely overcome. Yet 
this must be done before you can call 
yourself a disciple and follower of that 
master who was ** meek and lowly of 
heart," whose yoke we must take upon 
US9 and willingly bear, before his heaven* 
ly doctrines will give rest unto our 

90Ul8. 

Thomas. I thank you, madam, from 
my heart I thank you, for all that you 
have said, and wish that I had been so 



d by Google 



ViUage Dialegues.' 27 

bappy as to have beard it long agO| 
while I had youth and health to offer in 
the service of God and my fellow cirea* 
tures : but at my time of life it is hard 
to make the thorough change you talk of; 
indeed I fed that it is past my power, 
beyond my reach. 

Lady. Do not think so meanly of 
the abilities which a good and bountiful 
God has bestowed upon you* Let me 
again assure you that he asks from no 
one more than be gives him full power 
to perform; which leaves the vicious 
man no cloak, no cover for his sins. He 
will not only graciously accept your sin- 
cere and humble endeavours to do his 
will, but he has promised to assist those 
endeavours. If you forsake your sins, 
and come to him with all your heart, he 
will not only freely pardon what is past, 
but Btill bold out the mighty prize of 
eternal life^ as within the reach of the 
truly penitent. 
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Thomas, Go oo, dear madarn, fell 
me Diore of the great work which I 
ought to undertake. 

Lady. You are so happy as to have 
learnt to ready and that most precious of 
all books, the New Ttsiamtnt^ lies on 
the (able before you. While you arc 
confined by your present weakness, make 
its contents your constant study ; and if 
the Almighty should mercifully restore 
you to your former health and strength, 
I trust you will return to your labours 
an altered man. 

AH the doctrines and precepts which 
are necessary to the great work of your 
salvation, you will find plain, and easy to 
be understood : strictly conform your life 
to these, and do not trouble yourself 
about those passages which your want 
of learning may render difficult. Re- 
member that *' there is one God, and one 
mediator between God and men, the 
man Christ Jesus ;'' that this beloved of 
God was sent into the world *< to bless 
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us, by taming every ooe of us from h%$ 
tnififtfies." Remember, too, ** that God 
ha(h appointed a day in which be will 
judge the world in righteouBneas, by 
that man whom he hath ordained^" even 
our Lord Jeaua Christ ; from whose sen* 
teoce ** every one will receive according 
to what he hath done in the body, 
whether it be good or evil." These 
texts are so plain, that even the most 
ignorant can hardly mistake their mean- 
ing. 

Thomas. Instruct me further with 
respect to what God expects and re- 
quires from me. 

Lady. Qur Lord himself shall in- 
struct you. When asked by one of the 
Jews that great and.inomentous question^ 
"What shall I 'do to inherit eternal 
life ?" he said unto him, '' What is writ- 
ten in the law ? bow readest thou ?" and 
he answering said, *^ Thou shalt love the 
Lord thyijQod with all thy heart, and 
with all thy soul, and with all thy strength, 

No. n. 3 * 



d by Google 



30 Village Dialogues* 

and with all thj mind ; and thy nei^^ 
hour as thyself. And Jesos said unto 
him, Thou hast answered right: T^is 
dOf and thou shall Kve." 

Here, then, from Christ, the belo<ved 
and anointed of God, we leara what is 
required from us, — to love our Creator 
with all the powers which he hath be- 
stowed upon us, and to strive earnestly 
to do good to our fellow creatures. Is 
there, in this, any thing too difficult for 
a man to perform ? 

Thomas. It does not seem at all 
difficult when we talk about it ; but it is 
so unlike the ways of the world, so dif- 
ferent from every thing that one sees 
and hears, and so many things happen 
every day to drive away good thoughts 
and provoke to bad ones, that, though 
I hope 1 shall never again be the man I 
have been, 1 fear I neV^r shall be what I 
ought. 

Lady. Are you fully convinced that 
to offend God is the greatest of all evils. 
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tliat to lead a life of sin is tbe etfreme 
of folly and madoess, and that it would 
be well for jroa if this great change in 
yoor heart and conduct could be brpught 
about ? Would you rojoice to Snd your» 
self in the path of righteousness, with 
the bright prospect of heaven direct be- 
fore yoor view ? 

Thomas. Ah ! madam, who would 
oot rejoice to find himself in such a 
case ? But my heart fails me, it is be* 
yond my, reach, 1 cannot live up to it. 

Lady. I will ask you one plain ques- 
tion. Suppose your master, the rich 
Squire, was to offer you the half of his 
great estate, if you would for one week 
lesd a truly christian life ; thinking often 
of another world*, and many times in a 
day praying for the help of Ood to assist 
700 in preparing for it ; keeping yourself 
resolutely sober, bearing patiently with 
tbe faults of your wife and children, and 
doing all in your power to make them 
(ood and happy; being industrious in 
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jonr work, kiod to your companions and 
neighbours, and seeking for opportunities 
to do them good : Tell me, my friend, 
tell me when you have well considered 
the question, Could you lead this life 
for one week, if half the Squire's estate 
was to be your reward at the end of it ? 

Thomas^ after thinking some time. 
Such a life would require a constant and 
strict attention to every thought, word, 
and action ; one must never be for a mo* 
ment off one's guaed : — but yeU for one 
week I think I could so far .master my- 
self as to do it. 

Lady* Well, if you can do it for one 
week you can do it for two : and if you 
can behave as a real christian for a fort- 
night, — surely, if the reward was doub'- 
ledt you could for a month. 

Thomas* Why, by degrees I should 
get more into the way of it, and perhaps . 
might even go on for a month, if so much 
depended upon it. 
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Lady. Enough, enough, my friend. 
If you can be good For one months joa 
can for twelve, and for your whole life: 
and, aa you observe, you will every daj 
get more into the way of it. A^ finut it 
will require all the ftmnesa and resolu* 
tion that you are master of; but by de- 
grees it will become easy, and then de- 
lightful. And for a reward — iniitead of 
an earthly possession, from which you 
most soon be removed by the cold hand 
of death, you will inherit a heavenly 
kingdom, '*a crown of righteousness, 
which the Lord the righteous Judge 
shall give at that day unto all Hnt love 
his appearing." 

Thomas. O madam ! you have con- 
quered, you have convinced me. I see 
that, through the great mercy of God, 
even such a sinner as I, may by a 
thorough change of heart and conduct 
stilt hope to gain admittance into heav- 
en: and by the assistance of his grace, 
if he grant me lite, 1 will lose no time in 
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tettiog aboat this great work. From 
what you have told me^ and from what 
I knew before, I know much of what I 
ought to do ; and by God's help I will 
learn the rest from that holy book. 
Erery n^ht and aKhrniog on my knees 
will I entreat his pardon of my past sins, 
and many times in a day shall my heart 
pjray to him for renewing grace. The 
poor children whom I have cruelly driv- 
en from their mother's roof shall in future 
have a home there ; and by my patient 
kindness to my wife and infants, and my 
steady labour for their support, I will 
make thjun all the amends in my power 
for their past sufferings. 

Lady. O Thomas! you make me 
weep, at the same time that you rejoice 
my heart. *^ If there is joy in the pre- 
sence of the angels of God over every 
sinner that repenteth," shall not a fellow 
creature partake in the pure delight ? 

Begin your christian course this very 
hour, and go on from day to day, from 
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reek to week, from month to month, tUl 
at length, in God*8 own good appointed 
time, you are called from *' your work 
and labour of love," to inherit the glori- 
oas rewards prepared for his faithful 
servants. Keep heaven and eternal life 
coBtinoally in your thoughts, and as it 
were before your eyes^ by suflfering no 
day to pass without reading some por- 
tion of the holy scriptures. Lose no 
time in having your children taught to 
read, and in hours of leisure Instruct 
them yourself, being careful always to do 
it with kindneM, and making the employ- 
ment a pleasure rather than a task. 

Every night, before you sleep, close- 
ly examine yourself with respect to 
jour behaviour through the day : and if 
all has been well ; if you have kept evil 
at a distance, and more especially if you 
have had an opportunity of doing good 
to any fellow creature ; pour out your 
heart in thankfulness to God, and close 
your eyes in peace under bis assured 
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protectioD. But if you have for a mo- 
ment .forgotten your duty, and suffered 
even a wicked thought to direll upon 
your mind, or a ratth word to proceed 
frooi your lips, — bumble yourself before 
the throne of bis mercy, and earnestly 
implore forgiveness of what is past, and 
an increase of resolution to enable you 
in future to avoid a like oSence* 

Believe me when i again assure you, 
that when vou have for a few weeks ac- 
customed yourself to live this truly chris- 
tian life, it will become easy, and in the 
end delightful; filling your heart with 
'< that peace which passeth all under- 
standing," which nothing that befalls us 
in this world can either give or take 
away. 

Thomas. S^ on, say on, dear lady. 
My heart softens as you speak ; I fee 
that all your instructions are right and 
good, and I bless God for sending you 
to enlighten my mind, and show me the 
danger of the careless and sinful life 
which I have hitherto led. 
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Lady. I will say a few words oo a 
subject of great importance, — joiir man- 
ner of speodiog the Lord's day ; wbicb, 
as it commemorates the resurrection of 
Christ, that glorious proof of the cer- 
taiotj of our own, should be kept as a time 
of rejoichig and thankfulness to God, 
and of improvement to ourselves and our 
families* ,60 with jour wife and chiN 
dren to a place of public worship as ofteB 
in the day as you have an opportunity 
(0 do : diligently attend to the prayers, 
and lift up your soul to him 'who made 
you. Let your worship be the worship 
of the heart, ** in spirit and in truth.'* 
Bless him, praise him, thank him, and 
adore him, for Ihe vast and unmerited 
bounty, to which you owe all that you 
now have, and all th^tt you still hope for. 

Hearken attentively to the instruction 
which your minister gives you from the 
pulpit, and talk of it to your family when 
you return home ; reminding them of the 
most useful parts, and trying to explain 
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ft to their understandings. QoeBtion 
your children respecting what thej have 
be^ard, and praise and reward any proofs 
of their attention. Let all be done with 
such love and kindness, that the per- 
forrnance of religious duties may appear 
to them, what it really is, ^ pleasant 
and delightful. As far as it is possible, 
keep all worldly cares and troubles from 
intruding themselves into your miod on 
this day. Six days we are allowed, and 
indeed commanded, to '< labour, and do 
all that we have to do ;'* but the seveothT 
should be " kept holy unto the Lord our 
God," to study his written word, that 
we may gain a more perfect knowledge 
of his will, and to bless, praise, and thank 
him for all his goodness to us. When 
the season and the weather will permit, 
take your family between, or after, their 
religious services, into thje fields and gar- 
dens, that they may breathe the pure 
air, and admire the 'useful plants, and 
beautiful flowers, which are spread over 
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ihe earth for our benefit and pleasure. 
If firieoiU or neighbours are disposed to 
joia jour cofiipanj, do oot shuu them, 
but strive to enter into such conversa- 
tioD as will lead their thoughts to that 
haj^ier, belter world, where a long, a 
gloriooa sabbath of unalloyed felicity is 
prqpacedfor the children of God. 

Thomas* O madain ! every word that 
you say reaches my heart. I see that 
the path of righteousness is a glorious 
path; and whatever it costs me, I am 
resolved, with the help of Ood, to walk 
10 it for the remainder of my life* 

How btind have I been to my real in- 
tereat and happiness, in living as I have 
done, as if all was over with us when we 
die, and there were no other world than 
this ! Yet I knew the contrary, I knew 
that a time of solemn reckraing must 
ccNue^ though I went on from day to day, 
making no preparation for it, but rather 
by my most unchristian conduct <^ heaping 
up wrath against the day of wrath:'' 
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and but for the goodnesB of God io send* 
ing >oii ro me, 1 should (oo surely have 
so continued, till death iteized upon me 
in the midst of my sins. 

Lady. Bless, bless and praise his holy 
name, for thus awakening you to a sense 
of your duty, and a consciousnesa of 
your real condition ; and bowing hombly 
down with me, implore his gracious help 
to strengthen and confirm your pious 
resolutions. 

Here they both kneeled down, and 
the lady devoutly repeated the following 
prayer : 

** O roost holy and merciful God I ac* 
cept the grateful thanks of himywhom 
thou hast now called from a life of am 
and darkness, into the glorious light of 
thy gospel. 

*^ With the lowest humility he entreala 
thee to pardon his former wilful blind- 
ness ; his many and great offences : and 
grant him thy powerful help, that in the 
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eottrse of bis future, life, herinty retiirB 
to tbem no more, but, by daily locreaBiog 
hoiiaess and yirtue, prove tbat his re- 
pentfioce is sincere, «od recoocile himself 
Jx^tbee, bis Maker, bis Preserver, asd 
the Rock of his salvation ! 

*< As every passing day brings us near- 
er to the awful hour when ^^ the trumpet 
Bhall sound," and the dead arise to judg- 
ment, majiiall thy children of mankind, 
by turnfffg froon their evil way«, and 
seeking thee with their whole hearts, 
prepare to meet the solemn sentence 
which will then be pronounced upon all 
the sons of men ! May we who now bow 
down before thee, so steadily resist the 
temptations that are in the world, and so 
diligently strive to obey the commands 
of our beloved master, ^hom thou hast 
appointed to be ^* the way, the truth, and 
the life," that we may be received among 
the happy number of his faithful ser- 
vants, and, through thy boundless good- 
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nets and mercy, eater with bim **mto 
the joy of pur Lord !'■ 

The lady arose from her knees greatlj 
affected, and, promising soon 1o ihake 
the penitent another yisiti left the cot« 
age. 
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PART II. 

l!ow delightful to a good mind Is the 
consciousness of having performed a vir- 
tuous action! Even the endeavour to 
benefit a fellow .creature is aWajs re- 
flected upon witn approbation,, though 
we have not been successful :. but fhea 
our efibrts seem to have prospered, when 
we believe that we have awakened the 
love of God in a heart^which was before 
cold and insensible, and been employed 
in the blessed work of turning a sinner 
from the evil of his ways, — how graleful, 
bow thankful should we be to the Giver 
of all good, for making us the favoured 
instruments of his bounty to our brethren 
of mankind ! 
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So grateful, so thankful, was the worthy 
widow at she walked home from Thom- 
as's cottage. Her heart had not feit so 
light since the death of her beloved 
daughter ; and after preparing a comfort- 
able dinner for the poor man and sending 
it by the hands of her ofi\y serrant, she 
sat down to her own with a degree of 
cheerfulness which gave a relish to her 
simple fare. In the evening she walked 
into her garden, which, though not large, 
was both pleasant and fruitful. . Her late 
dear h^usband had delighted in it ; and a 
Bible, wi(n a few other favourite books, 
was kept in a summer-house, to which 
he usecl to. retire for several hours every 
day, to read, write, and meditate upon 
the written word* of God. In many a 
sweet summer evening did his wife and 
daughter go with him to this pleasant 
spot ; and after reading some favourite 
passage in the best of all books, or 
hearing what he had last written to ex- 
plain and enforce its precious contents, 
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they would take f h^ coffee, or the fresh 
fruits of their garden, with a degree of 
enjoyment which is unknown to those 
who meet in spacious rooms^ dressed in 
coatlj apparel, and partake of the moat 
expensive delicacies. The object of 
these children of the "world is merely 
amusement, and to while away the time 
which was lent them for far better pur- 
poses. They seek no improvement to 
their own minds, no benefit to theirfel* 
low •creatures ; and often return from 
these useless meetings, tired and out of 
humour with themselves and their asso^ 
ciates ! But with this wise and happy 
family it was never so : to their little re* 
treat in the summer-house none were in« 
vited but dear friends ; those who care- 
fully studied the precepts of Christ, and 
made his life the bright example of their 
conduct; and nothing unpleasant could- 
arise in a society, idiere each, in the true 
spirit of christian love and cbarity, strove 
to promote the comfort and welfare of 
the rest. 
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After their afflicthg lo8i» tli» vidoir 
and ber dangbtee aftoi visited the iqpal 
where they had received so many leaaoiia 
of piety and virtue; readbg the book* 
which their dear friend had most delighl- 
ed ID, aod recollectiiig all that he bad 
said and done in the happy and profitable 
bours they had there spent together;, 
which, thotigfa at first it cost them many 
tears, by degrees became one of the 
bighest enjoyments of tbeir lives. Since 
the deatb of ber daughter, boweven^ the 
sorrowful and lonely mother had never 
entered the place* But on the day tbat 
we are speaking of, while ber heart was 
glowing With thankfulness to God, for the 
great change which she trusted be bad 
by her means wrought in the heart of tbe 
poor inan» abe found berself unexpected- 
ly at the door ; and baviog the day be^ 
fore put the key into it, she cMed fortb 
all ber resolution^ and entering, sat down 
opou a cfaair, nearly overpowered by 
the tender recollections which at that 
moment rushed upon her mind. 
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Happily, a flow of tears came to htr 
relief; and falling on her knees, "Sup- 
port me, O my heavenly Father !" she 
cried : " support her who desires to sub- 
mit her will to thine, and humbly to own, 
that whatever thoo doest is holy, jnst, 
and good. Grant me thy powerful help, 
that while thou seest fit to continue this 
my earthly pilgrimage, I may so perform 
the duties which thou requireet from me, 
that, when I am called hence, I may be 
found worthy to rejoin those whom thou 
lentest to be ray comforters here, and 
with them may rejoice in the light of thy 
countentmce for ever I** 

After continuing some time in silent 
prayer, she arose revived and strength- 
ened ; and opening a Bible which lay on 
a table before her, at the cxvith psalm, 
.with a delight and consolation which can 
only be conceived by a mind as pious as 
her own, read as follows : 

" I love the Lord, because he hath 
heard my voice and my supplication. 
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The sorrows of death compassed me, I 
found trouble and sorrow. Then called 
I upon the name of the Lord ; O Liord, 
I beseech thee, deliver my soul. Ora- 
cious is the Lord, and righteous; yea, 
our Ood is merciful; The Loud pre« 
serveth the simple. I was brought low, 
and he helped me* Return unrto tbj 
rest, O my soul ! for the Lord hath dealt 
bountifully with thee.- For thou hast de- 
livered oiy soul from death, mine eyes 
from tears, and my feet from falling. I 
will walk before the Lord in the land of 
the living. I believed, therefore have I 
spoken, but I was greatly Afflicted. 
What shall I render unto the Lord, for 
all his benefits towards me ? I will receive 
the cup of salvation, and call upon the 
name of the Lord." 

"Yes, heavenly Father," cried she, 
closing the book, " I here humbly offer 
unto thee the remainder of my life. 
May it be spent in thanking and adoring 
thee, and in doing good to my fellow 
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creatures ! So shall I every hoar become 
more fitted to join the happj and glori- 
ous assembiy of thy worshippers, in the 
courts above. '' 

The rest of the eveqing was spent in 
reading and meditation, and she retired 
1o sleep in a state of mind more compos* 
ed and cheerful, than she had enjoyed for 
many weeks before. 

The following mornkig, after attending 
to the concerns of her little family, she 
went, as had been her practice in happier 
days, to walk and work in her garden. 
It bad of late, like all her worldly affairs, 
been in a neglected stale ; but she now 
resolved to have it put into the neat or- 
der in which she loved to see every 
thing around her. The man who used 
to work in it was lately dead ; but at the 
distance of a mile she heard of a person 
who was well skilled in the business, and 
resolved to go herself that morning and 
try to engage him. 
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She set oat accordingly, and bad near- 
ly reached bis house, when her ears were 
shocked with the voices of two women, 
who seemed (o be quarrelling, and abus- 
ing each other in a shameful manner. 
She soon perceived a young woman whom 
she concluded to be the gardener's wife, 
and another of a very neat and creditable 
appearance, but much older. Their cot- 
tages were under the «armb roof; and on 
percervirigthe lady coming towards tbem, 
each hastily retired into her own habita- 
iion. After stopping a few minutes to 
give the woman time to recollect herself, 
she entered the gardener's house, and 
told his wife what was the occasion of 
her coming. She appeared in a good 
deal of confusion, but answered with 
much civility, and, reaching a chair, 
begged she would be pleased to sit down 
and rest herself; for the morning was 
hot, and she appeared to be tired. The 
widow accepted her offer, and, desiring 
her to do the same, in a kind and gentle 
voice thus addressed her. 
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Ltady* I am afraid yoii do not live on 
friendly terms with jour next-door neigh- 
bour} which must be a great cause of ug^ 
happiness to you both. 

Sarah. Why, indeed, madam, I can- 
not say that I do* *It is impossible to 
live peaceably by such a one as she is^ 
I am sure I do my best, but there is nO 
bearing every thing. 

Lady. Tell me what it is that you 
have to bear, and I shall then perhaps 
be able to give you some advice which 
may be useful to you, 

Sarah. Why, madam, I have a large 
family of children, and they will some* 
times be playful and unlucky, for I 
cannot be always with them to keep them 
out of mischief: so they now and then 
do some little damage to the garden or 
poultry of these covetous, proud people* 
And when any thing of that sort hap- 
pens, she is so cruel to the poor things, 
and so abusive to me ! 
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Lady* What kind of woman is she 
in other respects ? her appearance is neat 
and decent. 

SarcA* O yes! she can well afford 
to appear decent. Both she and her 
husband saved a great deal of money 
while they were in serTice, and they 
have two good cows» and plenty of every 
thing about them. 

Lady. So far they are highly to be 
commended, and I wish many others 
would follow so good an example. There 
are no young men or women who might 
not save money while in Bervice, if they 
were prudent, and began in time. And 
by that means they might begin a marri- 
ed life with credit and comfort; have 
convenient furniture for their bouses; 
and perhaps buy a cow» or set up in any 
small way of business that they were 
able to carry on : or, if nothing of that 
kind offered^ how comfortable would it 
be to a young couple to l^ave a small sum 
out at interest; to which, before their 
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family gr«ir large, they might everj 
year be adding something ! This would 
enable them to give their ehtldren good 
schooling, and afterwards to pot them 
well oot in the world, besides keeping 
something for their own support in sick- 
ness or old age. 

Sarah. I believe, madam, you say 
truly; but I had no thoughts of that 
kind. My wages from first to last would 
do no more than keep me in clothes ; for 
I loved dress, apd tried to make as 
good an appearance as other girls in my 
station, and I married before I was two 
and twenty. 

Lady. Too many act in the giddy 
manner that you have done. But h^d 
you continued a few years longer in ser- 
vice, and taken pains to make yourself 
useful and do your duty ; if you had 
taken a pride and a pleasure in doing 
this, rather than in dressing fine, you 
would have been valuable to your 
mistress, have deserved higher wages^ 

No. 11. 5 * 
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and, if you lived in a good family, have 
had opportunities of improving both jour 
disposition and understanding; which 
would have made you more fit to bring 
up and instruct these little innocents 
whom God has committed to your care. 

Sarah. Ah, madam I the troubles 
and sorrows that I have gone through 
have now convinced me of my folly. 
But before they came I was thoughtless 
and high-spirited. I married hastily, and 
have known little but care and hardship 
ever since. Yet I dearly love my chil- 
dren, and woujli^ &^^ ^^^ world to be 
able to teach them to read: but my 
mother was a widow, and too poor to 
have me taught while youngs and I fool- 
ishly threw away the only opportunity 
that offered afterwards. 

Lady. Tell me in what services you 
spent the younger part of your life. 

Sarah. My father had worked for 
many years for Mr. Brown, who holds 
the manor farm under the squire ; and as 
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soon as I was old enough to be uaefiil, 
Mrs. Brown took me to be under the 
dairj-maid; and in different places in 
this family I continued for six years. 
We had constant business from morning 
till night ; but I had good health, and 
went on cheerfully, though, as I said 
before, my wages never did more than 
find me in clothes. 

Lady. Did your mistress never give 
you good advice, or instruct you in 
your duties to God, to her, and to your- 
self? 

Sarah. She never gave me any in- 
struction except in the way of my. busi- 
ness, nor any advice but to be diligent 
in getting forward with my work. 

Lady. Had you no family prayers ? 
and did she never call you into the par- 
lour on Sunday evenings to hear a ser- 
mon? 

Sarah. I never heard a prayer or a 
sercpon in the house during the whole 
six years that I lived in it. To be sure 
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we went in turn to church ; but I was 
always obliged to be up earlj, and do a 
good deal of work before I set out ; and 
we had a mile and a half to walk ; so 
that when I came to sit down and hear 
reading, I could hardly ever keep myself 
awake. 

Lady. This was a cruel neglect in 
your mistress : she had grown-up daugh- 
ters too, who bad been at good schools ; 
did they never attempt even to teach 
you to read ? 

Sarah. Ah* madam ! though my mis- 
tress was notable, and looked into every 
thing, the young ladies were too proud 
to care any thing about us servants. 
Most of their time was spent in visiting, 
and playing upon music, and making fine 
dresses. Sunday was more than any 
other a day of company and pleasure at 
our house ; and when the family spent it 
from home, as they sometimes did, all 
was a scene of idleness and noise : we 
all did just what we pleased ; and I can 
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truly saj9 that iostead of the best, it wapi 
often to us the verj. worst day io the 
week. 

Lady. Such a master and mistre^ii 
will, I fear, be brought to a heavy ac- 
counti for their unchristiao neglect of the 
many ignorant younj; persons who %aye 
from time to time lived under their ropf, 
and been committed to their care. Was 
this the only family in which you lived ? 

Sarah. No ; one of my fellow -sfervants 
hired herself in town to be chambermaid 
at the Eagles : I had always been food 
of this girl, for she was lively, and I 
thought very good-natured ; for when- 
ever I bad broke any thing, or ofi^nd- 
ed my mistress in any way, she. was 
sore to invent some excuse to bring me 
off; which at the time I thought very 
kind, though I believe it was hurtful to 
me froai the first, and you will hear what 
came of it afterwards. 

Lady. No good ever came of false* 
hood and deceit. At the time, if it is 
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Dot foood out| it may teem to saTe us 
from paiot and forward our wishes. Bat 
the word of God declares that ** the lip 
of truth shall be established ; while a 
Ijring tongue is bat for a moment." 

Sarahs Well, madam, this Jenny, 
whom I thought so much mjpfriend, c^ame 
to our wakes, and told me so much of 
the pleasant lives that servants led in 
town, thai I agreed for her to get' noe a 
place there. One soon offered ; and as 
I had lived so many years in my last* 
and had a fait character, I was hired. 
Jenny told me that it was not quite such 
a one as she wished, but I need only 
stay there till 1 could get abetter: for 
as my mistress was a middle-aged lady, 
who kept but little company, and only 
one servant, she feared it would be dull : 
but as her house was in the very next 
street to the Eagles, I might run to her 
whenever I had a little spare time, and 
should always find some diversion going 
on there. 



Di^gitized by Google 



FWage Diakgmn. Ji9 

1 fovnd my neir miatress one of the 
best of womeo. Her fortone iras not 
large, jet she gave a great deal more ia. 
charitj than Mrs. Brown, irfao had so 
much under her hand* She often risit- 
ed the poor too, particular]/ when tf^ey 
were sick, and we were continually cook* 
ing broths and other nourishing things 
for them. She had easy remedies for 
burns, scalds, and bruises too, which, 
though cheap, never failed to cure. 

Lady. Tell me some of these, my 
good Sarah, that 1 may use them for the 
benefit of my family and neighbours. 

Sarah. Why, madam, if the scald or 
burn was upon the hands or arms, or the 
legs and feet, the part was instantly put 
into cold water, and kept in while we 
mixed some salt and vinegar very well 
together ; about a table spoonful of salt 
to half a tea-cupful of vinegar. We then 
got two pieces of fine soft linen, and, 
wetting one with the mixture, took the 
hand or foot out of the water and laid it 
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upon tfae p^rt that was burnt or scalded ; 
putting the other iiito the cup to be ready 
against the first began to dry ; which 
^as then taken off, and the wet one in- 
stantly put into its place: and so we 
we^ on keeping the part constantly wet 
mlh'ihe salt and vinegar, till the heat 
slnd- inflammation was all drawn away, 
wbich would sometimes require us to go 
on for two hours or more. When the 
pain is quite gone, and the linen remains 
wet and cool upon the part, the cure is 
complete; but it should for some time 
be kept covered from the air with linen. 
I never knew the paiu return ; but if it 
should, the salt and vinegar must be ap- 
plied as before. Should the burn be on 
a part that cannot be put into water, 
however painful it may be, it should be 
kept wet with soft rags out of cold water, 
till the mixture can be got ready, which 
with poor people may somelimes be a 
good while, as they have not always 
vinegar at hand. The water will gene- 
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tMj pcevcnt a blister ; bat, tbosld om 
rise, be careful not to cut it ; if you do^ 
it will certaiolj produce a sore. And if 
the acald should be on the foot or logy 
be Bure not to pull off the stockim tiU 
jroo take it out of the water* 

Ladjf* 1 underfltaod jrou perfeetlj, 
and Bhall now be glad to know how joor 
good mistreiB treated bruisea. 

Sarah* She cured them with equal 
ease and certainty. A horse trod opoa 
s poor nan's foot one market day* it 
happened near our door ; and hia shoo 
being torn and his foot badly crushed, 
she had him brought into the house, and 
his leg put into a pail of warm water aa 
soon as it could be got jready ; it was kept 
coBStimtly warm, by every now and then 
puttiog in a little that was hot. His foot 
by degrees became quite easy ; but we 
did not take it out of the water in less 
than two hours. It was then wrapped 
in soft rags, and he was able to walk 
home : but my mistress charged him to 
No. IL 6 
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keep bifl foo^upon a ttool or chtir wiien- 
ever he sat down, walking upon it as 
little at possible for a few days, and 
whenever it grew paiofoi to pot it again 
into warm water. By using these means, 
and taking a few doses of cooling physic, 
(which my mistress always gave to those 
who had bad burns or bruises,) he was 
able to return to his usual business in a 
few days; while another neighbour of 
ours, who met with the same accident, 
was confined for many weeks, and bad a 
large bill to pay lo the doctor besides. 

I remember, too, another accident 
which happened at our bouse. A young 
lady was carrying her work-box down 
stairs, and, fallings got what appeared a 
very dangerous crush upon her breast : 
but we got warm water, and, with soft 
cloths, kept bathing it for near two 
hours ; after which it was covered with 
linen, and flannel over that, and she never 
felt any thing more of it. 
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I ooce got a very bad aUain by reach* 
log down some earthen ware from a shelf 
above my head. I felt little pain at firstj 
bot my arm soon began to grow stiffy and 
womI4 probably have become quite use* 
less: bat my good mistress applied to 
her old remedy, and went on for her 
usual time putting on one flannel after 
another, .out of water as hot as f could 
welt bear it : after this she rubbed th^ 
part over with spirits, and coveriqg.it 
with dry flannel, 1 scarcely felt it aftefr 
wards. t 

Another eicellent way of curing 
crushes and 4>ruises is by poundiog soco* 
torine aloes and miJiing them thick wil^ii 
water, to use them on the crush exactly 
as you do the salt and vinegar on a buro^ 
and contiottiig the application for.as.loog 
a -time. A poor boy. who on< day shut 
a heavy door upon his fingers, and was 
in dreadful pain, was comptetely > cured 
by this being done, and repeated ^whenp 
ever the pain returned, and, his hand 
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beiflg ktpt covered with Koeo WM well 
in a few days* But wbcra aloea eaoaol 
be liad immediateiy» waMB water aewaia 
te draw oof the cniah er brake neairij 
as well ; and ttmny a hard blew «Dd bad 
fall have I ct^fjfd in ray own children^ by 
bathing tl^ plat plenlifeny even with 
coM water only. 

Ijadg. I thank you for theae vaiaa- 
Me receipts, wbieh I shall gladly try 
whenever an opportunity ofers, and nuMt 
now beg yon to go on with the MComC 
you were giving of yourself. 

^Smrah. My mistress, madarai was 
good net only in one or two things, bat 
6i every thing. I had not been three 
days in the house before she began to 
leteh me to re$d { «id from 4hat tinie 
ihe never let a day pass wKhout a lesson^ 
even if I had only- time to stay ten 
asinutesr Several young friends and re^ 
lalicMs ased to come in turns to irisit her, 
so th#t she was seWom a week together 
ft1#oe lymt herdlf H day pmsed in whiob 
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I wift not caitbdioto tbe parlour. t4 heit 
her or one of 1b« joung.JiMJtfii(,itfi(4 in 
tho BMe or Aome olber gMillbook; 
wMdi, MB- my mhftm alirajft ttofftf^d 
to espbm the ptrto that i did nottosder- 
Btandt sooD heeaoietivory fiieasaot loxne. 
Bbf Foadaoeb five prftyeftf.t^o^ thal^htd 
it not been for Jemyi..whOutiO»fi*Mf 
bead irilb abendance of ^tber* : Ui)BgSi I 
thooid have gone to bed every nigbllrf^- 
Bolviog to do my^ duty opo^ eartbK^that 
I mif^t hereafter be a- aatnt in beaveo* 

L[idy. And i« it .p^Mible that ihis 
wicked gtri,,f<Hr J^ can call, her by ooibi^t- 
ter fiame, sbdiild ka?e awch >poiver over 
yikUt aa to reoder aU your^ ex^l^t mif- 
irets's eadearonra to tecve .you ufeeleas? 

£iaraA« Notrio^ ioadam^ for to what 
I learot from, ber^l owe: i»y^ escape froai 
the deepeat guil^.and ruin.! Sbe impireaa- 
ed apon my miod 'aoch a< dread of act- 
iog wickedty> t^t I finniy rel^?<d never 
to do it, and |iraiyed earaeatly to God 
thtt be wo«ld *^ deHverimts froO ev il :" 
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Iwit i>(telMi!f thooglit'tliere em** he 

t#ilil Jknjr at llie Bagledf and I hud 
bMiTHto used ail ny life to oMdctag iilMe 
tiBc«ie«i tint I ftliboat pf rtilftdtd mfmll 
HMMbej ^ere b«rteleift; and, tiiiHigli I 
B^hwy ihy tm B>y mitlreta «mi«' IviSe 
thlit'iraft'Dot fruef, should bflve beeoeo* 
Ttgetd witl}^ BDj ooe who iMid eaHed aie 
A'llar.- •■ ' • 

Z^adjf. in tiifl. oiaoiier, «i/ good'Sa- 
rab, do too of an/ go on, wa^rerisg* be- 
tween <*6od and Mammon ;"« sholcing 
Ibair ey«8 upon tbcw fkidts, and walktng 
as it ware on' liie edgd of » dangaiima 
pit, IHI iomtt gtaat taoiptalkMi edmas^ and 
tbey fallittto'tt* .• . . 

' S€urid$* Often aod often ba# my dear 
miatrefia tdked to me as ydn now do ; and 
sometknes on a SuodajV^^eii noip good 
mit^itter oKhorled ns to como wilb wMMng 
hearts to (iHirist, and, hf earnestly st)riv- 
ing to do tbe will of bis heaTonly Fatlier, 
aol^QO^edge liiio for oorSarioar ; wben 
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ke htt Md as bow fwn mi h^m perfect 
a tnie climiian life mmt be, the tears 
have PtihA down my cheeks ; sod mj 
chief sin risiiig ufi before me, i wolM 
resolve aever to bo goiltj of soother 
falsehood; and I tbiob I thouM have 
kept my resolotioii, bat for oae of those 
great temptations which jon have just 
mefffiSDeu* 

I became acquaioled with ' a • young 
man who was waller at the Kagles ; he 
was also verj Intimate with Jemi j i and, 
pretending to be my sweetheart, told me 
that be bad an uncle who could give him 
a gr^t sum of money, with which he 
hoped soon to take a public^hotise, and 
set up for himself. This I thought was 
a fine prospect for me ; and as i very 
much lifted him, I went to the ISsgles 
more than ever, and of course bad con- 
tinual occasion for my lying excuses^ to 
account for my -frequent absences from 
home* 
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Aodrew frid me, tbsl as hfatOfiete 
Biott know DOthittg of our fotonded mar. 
rt^e, he ;could not come f o tee me with 
thi9 kflcArledge of my mistresty tot press- 
ed nie very moeli toadgsit^iaiprMrateijy 
vbi^h 1 .9t. first refused to do :• but «« he 
eompl^ified of it as. a great hardships aod 
I was loth to lose np good's mateb» I at 
last agreed that he should sometioies 
coqie io.an evening, If he would go away 
before sopper'^time; for I reaolntdj de- 
nied to let hioi come at nigfal, though be 
said it was the oolj time he; eoeld coo- 
veoieotly be spared : but I l^new* that 
VpuM ruin my charactery.and malieisven 
my lovi^r think lif^bily of me* 

Well, madim, 1 went oi^ as you justly 
obs^rvC) baking between God an4 JMarn^ 
mWf for maqy .weeks : ,my jpoHflicjfsnce 
oftep tpU me that I was .floing firrpeg; 
but Jenny and Andrew laughed ai my 
8crt^lef> and said 1 shotild never rise in 
the world by following the old-fasbif^ned 
advice of such a one as my mistress* I 
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well knew, faoweveri tfaal the wsb rip^ht, 
aod they wrong ; bo! I hoped te advance 
my fortune by marrying^ and then ro 
reeoaelle mjrBelf to God hy doing my 
duty for the remainder of my life* 

Ladjf* Nothing can be more common 
than for people thus fetaliy to deceive 
themaelvea. They Intend to act weH at 
tome future Hmt^ but have always as 
excoae for iodulglng of preHnt In doing 
something that seems more pleasant, or 
more profitable, than thetr doty. But 
whea this future time. comes, it brings 
new temptfttioos with it ; and thos they 
proceed, step by step, till sin becomes 
habituel. Finding it more and more 
diScult to reform, sickness or old age 
comes oo before their u«iele8s intentions 
of amendment are put into prsef ice ; and 
their last hours are filled with remorsi 
and anguish, instead of being cheered 
by the recollection of a well-spent life, 
and the glorious hopes of a blessed eter* 
nity» Go on, howerer, with your story^ 
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asd at aB. ereols be thaskfttl tkat you 
were prevented froai. marrying a bad 



Sarah. I taldyoa, madany *lbat An- 
drew BOfnekuiies catDe to me iii an eveo- 
ing; aod on oee of tbese cPCca^i^^ia, my 
mtatrefts coming unexpectedly into, (be 
iiiti^ben, he bid hif^siMf behind, a door ; 
but abe bfid be^d^ji^ aeep. f^oanatbing of 
hiQii and aaked i( I bad not aomebody 
with rae* I answered tbat I wa's sitliog 
qoi^e abne* ** l.bopoj^ Sarab/' said ^be, 
**you. would not teil me a deliberate 
blaehKWid# . Take time. to think.; and re- 
member that God bears you/'. Though 
IfeM theae eolemn words at the bottom 
of my heart) y^t I ,agaia« as»urild her 
that no one had. been willi me^^ wJbeo» 
to my utter confusiofl^ abe w,^.. to <he 
very apot where he ^oodi and appear- 
ing both sboqked and grieved, jiQer a 
moment's silence bade him ioatanlly leave 
the house ; whif^b he did| without speak- 
ing a word. , ; ; ^ 
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When my miatrefts taroed her eyei 
upon me, I thought I should have sunk 
into the earth, and trembled from head 
to foot. Perceiving my condition, she 
sat down, and with her usual goodness 
bade me do the same. O madam, if I 
could tell you all that she then said to 
me, and yoo could hear the kind yet 
solemn manner in which she spoke, I 
know it would. reach your heart, as it did 
mine at that moment. I own with shame, 
that it had not the effect which it ought 
to have had iipon my conduct ; but to 
my dying day shall I remember the 
awful warning that she gave me, to take 
heed unto my ways; to assure myself 
that no lying hypocrite, no artful de- 
ceiver, will inherit the kingdom of heaven; 
and that, even if 1 looked only to this 
world, liuch conduct as mine was likely 
to prove my ruin ; as no man who intend- 
ed honourably would persuade me to act 
ip a manner so disgraceful to my charac- 
ter. 
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I we|»t bitterlj) and piovuped to-do 
whatever abe advised io futttre» if ahe 
would allow ne to remaio in my pUce. 
She told roe that abe would take tbe 
Digbt to consider of it, and give iq« an 
anawer in the naorning* Never ahaU I 
forget the prayer of that evening ; I am 
sore my dear mistress thought of me, 
when she so Cervently besought God 
to fill our hearts with the gpirit and Uh 
of trtUh. 

I hardly closed my eyea all iiighf* 
Sometimea I felt fully resolved to give 
myself entirely to God and goodneas, by 
openly and honestly confessing my fiMilti 
to him and to my mistress, and from that 
hour giving up all bad connexions. 
Then the thoughts of Andrew, who, 
though I continually bmt bira doing wrong, 
and tempting me to do the same, I fool« 
iably fancied had a good heart,, would 
come into my mind ; and it seemed very 
hard to ||^ive up auch a fine prospect of 
happiness and prosperity as I should 
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Inure in mmrtjm% kirn. But theo again 
I tfaotti^t, if I waft to gaiQ all that tUa 
wcffld could give, it would laat only for 
a fov years ; wbile^ by dorotii^ myself 
enlirelj to my duty, and leaving all that 
m%ht happen ia this life to the will of 
Gody 1 should secure everlasting happi*- 
ness in heaven. O madam I I knew that 
this was far betUr; and when I got op 
In the morning, I thought I had fully re« 
solved so to do: but upon opening the 
street door, the first person I saw was 
Andrew ; and he said 9o many kind 
things and showed such grief when I 
told faioi what I inteodedt that I could 
not help weepog* He then said, that if 
I would leave my place, and go with 
him to our wakes, which was the next 
wedE, the banns for our marriage should 
be immediately put up, and 1 could stay 
with ray mother till his month wes out 
at the Eagles, when, without more delay^ 
he would marry me : but if I cruelly re- 
fosed to do this, he would not stay at 
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home to Ait of grief, but that verj dttf 
enlist for a soldier, and go Into the hot* 
test hatlle, that death might core him of 
his misery. This overcame all my good 
resolutioBs; I could resist no longer; 
but promising, as usual, to conceal everj 
thing from my mistress, I agreed to do 
as he desired. 

Lady. Ah, Sarah, you ought to hare 
known, that where there is concealment 
there must be something wrong. ^* Every 
one that doeth evil hateth the light, 
neither cometh to the light, lest his deeds 
should be reproved : But he that doeth 
truth cometh to the light, that bis deeds 
may be made manifest, that they are 
wrought in God.** 

Sarah. I soon found that to be true : 
found it to my hieavy coat, as you aball 
now hear. My good mistress, soon 
after breakfast, calling me to her, asked 
me whether I was prepared to make a 
full confession of my faults, and to give 
u|> all connexion with those persons #bo 
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had led aie into thetn* I waa ailent; for 
I ciHild not retium tlie antwer that I 
oaght to bme doM ; and she iimnediate- 
ly after, paying me my fall wage«» told me 
that I meat ieeife ber houae that very 
daj, 

I wae. cut .lo the heart; bet unleaa I 
had i^ie aiiar^ my deftigoa, what could 
laay? I dM eothiegbut weep; and 
when I bad pecked* op my clothea, aod 
wei^ |e the= parlo«r«deor te take my 
leave, I waa unable to apeak. The dear 
lady never gave me a reproachful word, 
but egnbi eacneatly bade me .beware of 
ihoae who encoeri^ed n^ to be a hy- 
pocrite and a deceiver, and bad already 
separated me from a true friend. 1 left 
ber witb a heavy heart, and went 
itraight to a houae where 1 used some* 
timea^to meet Andrew and Jenny : there 
I ataid a few nighta, pataiug a part of 
every day at the E^^slea, and trying, by 
ffiietb aod diveraion, to drive away 
thought. Tbe following week we went 
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to the iraket s but, O niadMD, I canmt 
tett you tiie imtvftil pttrticalars of wiuit 
ha{^peii«d tbtve* I fotiod Ibitft tbe frick- 
«d Andrew faad never kiteiided to oMary 
me, but tbet n^ end Jemy, wkom fae 
had before deluded, had joined ill a 
•cheme for my deatnietiOD. Thros^ 
the mere^ of Ood, and the exeellent 
Advice of my good nistfess, which Ind 
[^ttt me on my guard, I eecaped tfom 
their net ; they were not abia (e make 
me the wicked wretch they Infeaded. 
But though I eteaped from ^ttr, I coiM 
not from disgrace ; they told a thowaaiid. 
lies of me, which vtteriy rained my 
ebaracter, ttnd prevented my having a 
ohance of getting into a decent plaee: no 
I remained several monthe with my poor 
mother, in a half distracted atate. She 
was unable even to maintain herself, and 
of course had nothing to spare for me ; 
and as 1 hfeid' always been too fbnd of 
dress to have mnch money beforehand, I * 
had nearly 'speniitiy lait shilling, when 
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tHvU iVSIliaMAtoade .Mb .A ^tbf of 
BMriagci; 'ami J )itcMie:Jui wife,icliiefljr 
baemiMd •awioa'battieir uimos of;prl»c«rif 
iiigtibt)0ao«' . . «ii ,n /i 

Itrift Boiv titioa y^Mfft tioce all tim kap^ 
peaediriaaA 4oJai^fhif« 1 btea Kving 
kat^M^ialMiariland sorBoar* I bavAae^reo 
chUdreo, atbo wOald be tenaiUe and 
gaod » but 1. kave f^rgoUan aU Ibat my 
daar oiialreai :taiigbt me, aad tbair fafber 
oever kneiv. a laUcr in Jbia lift. : ao, aa we 
ara» verj abprt of nrnity^ 1 hkye not 
ev^eottbaitoeaaa of ibavinig -theiu taught 
tot-r^^d'; and iba poor UHngs ai^ groar« 
ing up rude and ignpraAt^ with lillla 
chance dfmakkig better men- and. women 
than their father and mother noi^ are. m 

JjoSy* I aiQ much affected wi|h tbfi 
Ittik history that you have .givep. met. 
Ho:w fully does it prove (be.dangei: eC 
allawkig ourseLvea to pracliae what we 
call small faults I and among tk^t^^t I 
bnow none so greatly to .be ;d«^«ded aa 
every kind of fitUebood an4de<^it« Our 

No. 11. 7 * 



d by Google 



«-^p 



7t 

ImTCiiiy PfttlMf ft iruth. 3m^ Mm 
b#loved mmA toowted^ kma^ iato th# 
worU ta b#ar wtetftt ta the lra«Jk» 
Remember, theot that when yM depart 
freoi fiwlb,' y^o reiMMQpe fiorf «» yoor 
Fath«r^ «ftd Ghriit ts jMr SMriour* ^ If 
yoBVMkl treabkfto (fo'thity heWw^'of 
every approtcb tdwardg.a lie. 

Had yon bees directed by oor eX4S4rt» 
lent mistress, how good and happy night 
ywi now have been I" eitt^r liviiig in 
ease and comfort m her service, and tm* 
sisting 10 all her works of charity, or sm 
the prudeo^and industrious wife'Of soflwe 
worthy man ; for no discreet and modest 
young woman can fail to have the <rifer 
of such a one, if she performs well the 
duties of' bier single station, ani reec^ely 
avoids the company of idle and dUsohite 
people, ' These opportunities ctf* d^ing 
well are unhappily over with yau ; but 
stiU much may be^ done to better your 
eonditicMif and I will gladly give you my 
best adtke and htelp towarda it. 
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il if &p like that aC i»f de%f mj&tre6«t x ^ 
Jj04jf* i^ IN fic«t place, ny (P<»d 
Sarab, be truly gi^teful to ,Qod, foir bav- , 
log pre^Afved jou from the siofal a^ate. 
into wbich yoiur faJae CrkiQd) and pretend-, 
ed lover, hoped to pi^^oge jou. Never 
caa jou be thaokful ei^pugb for auch a 
delivexaace from vioe io tbia world,, a^id 
puaiabmeot ip tbe oext. You bav^ (tiie, 
comfort of know.iog tbat tbe thai^eful, 
tbiAga tJbey bave reported of jou are 
false : and if. others give credit to tbem^ 
JOU iQu$t patiently bear tbe disgrace, as 
a misfortune wbieb you brought upon 
jourseif by keeping bad company. 

Sarah* It is to God, and tbe advice 
ajQ(l waroinga of ja^y good mstre^s^ that' 
love my escape froip vicot and I will 
strive to be more .grateful foe it thaq I 
have been. 

fjaiym To love the ''giver of all, 
good gifts," ia the prime duly of our 
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lives. And in order to folfil this *^fir^ 
and great commaitdinetif," we most 
from day to dej meditate upon the iio* 
merited blessiogs which he has alreadj 
bestowed upon us, and still more upon 
those infinitely greater and more precious, 
which are hereafter to be the portion, 
and '< exceeding great reward," of all 
his faithful senrants. Without ooatinti- 
aHy thinking of God, and striving every 
hour to do his will, it is a vain pretence 
to say that we love him. 

Sarah* O madam, I can love and 
thank him with my heart ; but how can 
auch a poor ignorant creature as I pre- 
tend to serve him ? 1 have no power or 
means to do good. 

Lady. I will tell you how. By be- 
ing cootent Wfftb yolir bard condition^ and 
striving cheerfully ^o perform the duitea 
of h.- By being a kind and fail hftti wife, 
bearing with the faults, and cherishing 
the good qualities, of your husband. By 
carefully Atteoding to your childreji, and 
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leaciiing Aem to be pious, honett, ftnd 
g0Ml-<efiipered^ By -being diligent is 
yoar business, frugal and clean id yow 
hoQse, and by doing all the good yon can 
to e^ery one wftbiii your reaeb, whether 
be 18 rich air poor. 

All these great and .material dotiet 
may be done by a poor and ignorant 
voosan ; and if she does them to the ul* 
most of her power, she will secure to 
herself increasing conifert in this worlds 
and a glorioua prospect of never-ending 
hi^pioess in that which ia to coaeie. 

Sarmh. Dear madam, how yon enr 
coarage me ! I never tboagbt a poor per- 
aoft bad the power to do any good : bat 
now I aee it does not all depend upon 
riches* Indeed you have done more for 
Me this morning than if you bad given 
me many pounds. 

Lady. Will you then act up to the 
advice that I have been giving yon?. 
Will you hearken to our heavenly Teach* 
er, and diligently << strive to enter in at 
the strait gate ?" 
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Sarah. To the utfootf of my power 
I will* But you must teach and diriect 
me 10 the great work which 1 am under- 
taking. 

Lcidy. Most gladly will I giro yoir 
every help that is in my power; aod 
may our heavenly Father give his bie«« 
sing, to crowo and prosper our eo- 
deavours I You must begin with bei&g 
perfectly reconciled to your oeigfatMrar, 
and doing all in your power to make ber 
love you and your children. 

Sarah. Ah, madam I she is very* 
proud, and passionate, and has ao pity 
or kindness in her. She wiU not eveo 
sell me a drop of milk ; and gites to her 
pigs what 1 and my poor children would 
be thankful for. 

Lady. This may be because you 
have not tried to please and oblige her. 
There is never much quarrelling among 
neighbours, without some faults on both 
sides* 
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Sarah. Why, I nauftt own, when we 
first came bere, we thought it bard that 
they aboiild b«Te the orchard and garden 
that ttsed to belong to this house, while 
we bad onlj a piece of waste ground, 
which cost us a great deal of -enpenee 
and labour ^before it brought back any 
tbiag ; and what is still worse, an excel* 
lent pump, which was for the use of both 
families, is now railed into their fold, 
and I or my children are obliged to go 
almost half a mile for every drop of water 
that we use. These things, and their 
proud behaviour, made us very angry, 
and 1 will own that we were provoked 
to do many spiteful things by them. In- 
deed mj husband often said we should 
do but right to make them weary of their 
lives, and so drive them from the place. 
But. Mrs. Beonet, who was the 'Squire's 
nurse, complained to him, and we had 
notice to quit ; which we must have 
done, if I had not gone myself and faith* 
fully promised that he should give them 
no more cause of offence. 
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Lady. 1 hope joi are CnWy ttfoaSble 
that both yoaractf a&d jour hvabatid 
have ID Ibis beeir ntucb to blame ; and 
as the first proof of shiceFe repentance^ 
you mast, frooi your hearty forfire them 
alt the injuries ihej have done or iotead* 
ed to do jott ; and ia fnlorei inatead oE 
abosiog and quarrelling with them, you 
must take pains to speak ia the moat cirH 
and good'fempered mauner whenever yott 
Bwet; and watch for opportnoMea of 
doing any of those little kindnesses whieli 
pught to pass between persona who five 
near to each other. Be very careful, 
loo, to keep your children from he^g 
noisy and troublesome to them: ycm 
cannot conceive the pain that eldhir^ or 
sickly people endure, when exposed to 
the dtfiforfoance of rude children* 

Sarah. I believe yem say truly^ 
madam ; and I am ashamed to owtiy that 
I have often pleased myself with think- 
ing how Mrs. Beaaet has been teased 
with oune. 
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Lddp. To take pleasure id Iht on- 
iiappioeas of any fellow-creature, sbowft 
a morsl^ imchritrfian spirit. Remember^ 
dear Sarah, who it is that sajs, ** Love 
jour eoemieB, do good to them that tirate 
yoQ, a^d pray for those who despiterully 
Dse and persectrte yoa." By following 
this noble precept (and without following 
ft you can be no disciple of Chri!{f) you 
will gairi much ^odd-will, and perhaps 
turd enemies into friends. Biit should 
any &6ld out, and return evil for your 
constant good-wifl and kindness, be Hot 
discouraged ; bnf still go on doing theiil 
all the good in your power ; so shall yoii 
and your babe« be the children of Hiu) 
who is patient and long-suffering, even to 
the ungodly, and has promised to ** for- 
give our trespasses, if we forgive thos^ 
who trespass against us." 

Surdh, I see, dear madam, that your 
counsel is good; f "irill lay it up in my 
heart, and strive to follow it* I wilt be* 
bare respectfully to Mrs. Bennet, and 
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teach my children to do the sam*; fior 
ihall they ever again take an apple from 
her trees, or bring in a aingie egg: that I 
am not certain is ray o.wo* 

Lady. And did yon indeed suffer 
them to do such things? Did yoii not 
reflect, that no one becomes desperately 
. wicked at once ; but that ail those miser- 
able creatures who are transported into 
slavery, or lose their lives upon the gal- 
lows, were once innocent children, who 
might have been trained for heaven ; and 
that (here can be no doubt (hat many of 
them were 6rst corrupted, by their pa- 
rents encouraging them, while, young, in 
what are called small crimes? 

Sarah. O madam, you make me 
tremble*. I now see that. I have been 
very wicked; and had 1 gone on, dread- 
ful might have been the consequence to 
these pnor infants. .. You have opened 
my eyes to all the guilt and ruin that 1 
was bringing upon them, and with the 
help of God 1 will this very day begin a 
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diflTerent course. If aa apple or a plaoi 
falls over the hedge, it shall be carefiilljr 
picked up, ttnd given to the right owner; 
and not an egg shall be brought info my 
house, that I am not sure was laid by my 
own fowls* I wiir resolve rather to lose 
ten, than la^ce one that belongs to another 
person. Grod forbid that f should train 
up my children to be thieves ! 

Litdy, <. Honesty, strict honesty, and 
a love of truth, should be firmly fixed in 
the mindii t>f cbitdren. But as a founda- 
tion for all that is right and good, teach 
them eari^ to know and love their Ma- 
ker. 

Sarah, Ah, madam, how can one so 
ignorant as I am be able to do that ? If I 
eovld read the Bible, I would make it a 
part of ray daily business to learn from 
it both their duty and my own. But, 
alas i that precious book is shut up from^ 
me. The Ten Commandments, and the 
Lord's Prayer, my dear mistress taught 
me to repeat) and 1 have not forgotten 
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ihe^m ;. but more than tbejM | afn unable 
tg teacb piy cbildre^i. 

Lady. It is a r^ miAfortuii^ not to 
know bow to rfi«d» Stf^t potwiU|ist»ii<bog 
this, ypu are aipquiiioted ivijtb miliich tb«t 
will instruct an4 imprpyis jrQur tittte 09es. 
Tou can tell tbeoi tbat tbere h a very 
great and good God, wbp OHMie tb^ world 
and every tbing tbul 19 ip it ; wbo gave 
4ieffl life, wbp sees tbem ^very moineDti 
bears every word tb»t tfaey speajcj aod 
knows the very thoogbts of tfaek ke^rU ; 
and tbat ^tbis great Being will certainly 
reward or puoisb tbeni atccordjogaa tbeir 
tbougbtSf words, aod actions bave bi^een 
good or evil. 

Can any one wbo koow9 ^bese great 
and important trulbs Sjay, tbat sbe is tpo 
igooraot to instruct ber cbiidren ? But you 
can go still further. When wbat I b^ve 
already mentioned faas been firmly iixed 
in their hearts and memories, wbicb it 
will be if you take ail proper opportnni- 
ties of ia»pressiiig it iipo9 tbe^i, you will 
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go on fo tell them, tfatit Ood sent Jeauf 
Christ, the holiest and best of meD» into 
the world, to teach us what we must do 
to be saved ; that he was put to death 
by wicked men, but raised from the 
grave by his heavenly Father ; and after 
remaining forty days upon earth, more 
fully to instruct and strengthen his true 
disciples, he was gloriously t^ken up into 
heaven ; from whence he will come to 
raise the dead, and call them to a solemn 
and awful account for all their deeds ; 
''for God hath appointed a day in which 
he will judge the world, by that man 
whom be hath ordained.'* 

Tou know all the^e things; and if you 
diligently strive to teach them to your 
children, always speaking on these sub- 
jects with kindness, and in a spirit of 
love, doubt not but Ood will give a 
blessing to and prosper your pious en- 
deavours* 

Sarah. O madam, you have opened 
a Dew world to my view, and I trust I 
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■ball live ag a new creature in it I see 
tbat I fflajy through the great mercy of 
Qod, save my own aoul, and gi^e^tly 
help my children, even though I am un- 
able to read* Should 1 not teijich (hem 
to pray ? 

Lady. By all meann. As soon as a 
cbiM can speak, it should be taught a few 
words easily to be understood, in which 
to address its Maker, 

The widow then took out her pocket- 
book, and with a pencil wrote the fol- 
lowing prayer for a child from three to 
five years old : 

^' O most great and glorious God» 
hearken, 1 beseech thee, to my humble 
prayer ; bless and keep all my friends, 
a^d make me love and obey thee better 
and better every day that J live." 

This prayer she read over and over, 
till Sarah could repeat it perfectly ; ad- 
vising her to teach it first to the eldest, 
and then to all the rest ; never emitting 
to kneel down in the midst of them lier- 
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self erery eveniofy to saj > the Lord's 
Prater; always concluding with words 
like these : — ** Maj God bless you al}^ 
my dear children^ and grant that you may 
grow up good men and women !" 

Sarah» I can never be thankful enough 
to you» madam, for coming thus like an 
angel from beaT.en, to save jne and my 
poor little opes. 

Ladff* Let ail your thanks, my good 
Sarah, be paid to Ood. I am only en* 
deavouriog to obey him, when I seek to 
be useful to you : therefore to Him alone 
be all the praise. My life has of late 
been a sorrowful one. I have for many 
weeks been selfish, and ihougbt of nothing 
but mj' own griefs: but our merciful 
Father is now teaching me, that it is my 
duty and my happiness not to live unto 
myaelf, but, pressing forward in the 
blessed. path marked out by my heavenly 
Teacher, seek not to do my own way- 
ward will, " but the will of him who seat 
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Your virtuous resolutions gladden my 
heart, and jou shall have all the assis- 
tance in my power to give, towards put- 
ting the/n into steady and regular prac- 
tice. What kind of man is your hus- 
band ? I fear, not altogether such as you 
could wish. 

Sarah. Ah, madam ! he goes too 
much to the public-house upon the green, 
to be a good husband to me, or a good 
father to his children. But I have been 
too faulty myself, to leave me any right 
to complain of him : but when he sees 
that I am grown better, and the children 
better, who knows but he may mend 
also? 

Lady, It is very likely that he will ; 
for there is great power in a good exam- 
ple, especially if you always treat him 
with good temper and kindness, and 
strive to make his house comfortable to 
him. It is, however, very dr^cult to 
get the better of bad habits, and you 
must hav^ much patience and forbear- 
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SBce : bat if you a^re able tp £0 4>|i, »n4 
steadily act this virtuous part, a tr^ly 
Ci]^i«fiaQ wife £90 haridij fail ia jibe epd 
tp convert her jjii^^iid* 

Sare^ Qod l^^ long beeii |>atiei)t 
wittk jpy imaj fiiPa ^ud jT^uitSy and I 
witl bci^irjpfitie^iljr with my hjiBbaod^ till 
He if pi^a^ed t9 give a bkaaiag to my 
ead^V4»ttr«.>to tfi^nti hif iieaft^ 

Z^jf. You are 00 doubt desirous 
tbat f^T cbiJdireii afaould loae 00 time 
in learniiTig to read^ and I wiil pay for 
the tiio eliteai ^t the village achooK 

SoTMh* Ad, madam i I thank you ^ 
thoBf^ud tiQiea for thia gre^tt kindoeaa ; 
my little Jame$ h^s long beeo wiabiog 
to gOy iiml I pray ^at a bieaaiog may go 
with him ; for the first day in which he 
ceads a i^k^^ev in the Bible will be the 
happiest of his mother's life. Every 
Digtit9 4ear madam, will I pray for you 
upoB my bended knees. 

Iia4$^ I g)94Jy aCiCe|»i your prayers, 
^f 8amh ; but all your thanks are dud^ 
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to Him wbo alone cao prosper 1117 en- 
dea\oura. 

1 have one thing more to apeak of, 
and mudt then lea\e you for the preaeot. 
How do you »pend your Sandaja ? 

Sarah. Liitle better than the rest of 
the week. — With my poor huabaiid, in* 
deed, it is generally worse, for he often 
passes most part of the day at the p»b- 
lic-bout«e ; and as for me and my children, 
we put on clean clothes, indeed, and we 
do no work, but wehardly know what 
the inside of a place of worship is. I 
have always a young chUd, or two, to 
attend to ; and the rest are unwilling io 
go without me : so it 18 a day in which 
nothing goes forward^ either for tliia 
world or the next. 

Lady. A melancholy account in- 
deed ! I hardly thought any decent 
families had spent such Sundays in this 
Christian country. How different would 
it be, if your husband was a ssikpr and 
religious man ! He might then take the 
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eld«r ebildren on Suodnj morfiiogs to 
what ever place of worship you approve^ 
aod yo\M might do the same in (he after* 
Doom while be reaiaiiMKi at home. Thu9 
both would have (he opportunity of 
joiniog their Christian neighbours in 
prayer aiui thanksgiving, . once in every 
weiek, and your children would be in* 
stmeted %n their duty, and trained up in 
those good habits which will ensure their 
cofofort in this world, and lead to salva- 
tion in the next^ How deligbtrul would 
it be, after the evening service, to hj( 
down to yoi^r tea or coffee, with your 
little family i^bont you, your husbanc) 
and yourself recollecting the texts an<| 
sutiglects of the sermons and chapters 
iBrhkrh you had that day heard, an^ 
qoeslioning the children, to find whether 
they had understood any part of them, 
and, as far you were able, to explain and 
maJfce it useful io them ! 

Sarah* Ah, madam ! such a Sunday 
would seem .a little hisaven upon ^arth (i^ 
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me. But I canjd?n in no praycrt, nor 
hear a sinj^le gerrtion tb^ ^hole year 
round, lidr have f any ftreans of sefuding 
fhe children. Yet, now I think of ?f, I 
might get my poor old mother fa come 
A'ow and thert in art evening, and take 
care of the yodng ones, while I go with 
the three eldest. I am sure dhe would 
do this at any time. So I will go this 
Very day, and ask her for next Sunday. 
Lady. I approve very highly of this 
61an, and have no doubt but you will 
reap much benefit and comfort from it. 
And thus it wilt always be : when we 
are truly desfrous 6f learning our duty, 
6od never fails to furnish u^ with the 
6ieans. ' Let me, however, rediiod you, 
thy dear Sarah, that it is of little u^e ta 
attend a place of public worship, without 
first preparing our minds for this solemn 
duty, by freeing them, as far as possible, 
not only from the vices and bad passions, 
but from the follies, vanities, and trou- 
bles, of tfio present world. Steadily 
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eiide^vpiir io do this ; and .when. the ser* 
vice begios^ let y.pur heart gp with ev^rj 
word that you bear or utter; alwajs' re« 
meaiberiog, t^at when jbu pray, you 
are speaking to that Almighty Being in 
wbose band is the life pf every creatqre. 
When the Scriptures are read, or tt|e 
sermon delivered, a^ttend to them as 
closely as you are abte, thjit ypu inav 
frofn time to time gain a precious hoard 
of that knowledge which will make you 
^^ iriae unto salvation." As you re- 
turn home, think of all that you have 
heard; and when there, show, by the 
gentleness and humility of your conduct 
and aianners, that a religious impression 
remaioa upon yo^r mind. Thus will 
year attendance on the public worship 
of God become truly beneficial to your- 
self^ and to your family ; nay, more, your 
good example may induce others to walk 
in the same path, and you may be the 
happy means of leading many to right- 
eousness. 

No. IL 
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Saying this, the worthy widow depftrt- 
edy with a heart overflowiDg with grati- 
tude to Ood for the good auccesa which 
appeared likely, a second time, to at- 
tend her charitable endeavours lo raise 
a family of his children from a state of 
ignorance and vice, to be the disciples 
and followers of ^ his beloved Son; and 
through faith in the gracious promises of 
the Gospel, and obedience to its holy 
precepts, the future inheritors of a glori- 
ous heavenly kingdom. 
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PART III. 

Thei- wbo have read the first part of 
the Village Dialogues, will perhaps wish 
to be informed, whether the good widow 
succeeded id her hope of reforming the 
hearts and lives of those of her poor 
neighbours, with whqp she first convers- 
ed ; or whether, as I fear is sometimes 
the case, after appearing sensible of 
their faults, and resolved to make a 
thorough change, they were again drawn 
aside bj the power of evil habits, or the 
temptations of a world in which there 
are too many, who chiefly, if not entirely, 
confine their attention to the things of 
the present day, while they neglect the 
No. III. 9 * 
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far ireightier concerns of a state towards 
which every rising morui and ever j clos- 
ing eve, carries os swiftly forward ? 

Before I proceed to satisfy thy curi- 
osity with respect to these villagers, let 
me ask thee, my reader, or rather let 
me earnestly entreat thee to oak thyself f 
whether this is thy own case ? Liook 
into thine heart and conduct, and an- 
swer his momentous question. — "Is the 
life thou art now leading, such as will 
prepare thee for the pure enjoyments 
of heaven? or art thou trifling away 
thy time and talents in thoughtlessness, 
wordly mindedne88,^r what is still worse, 
in indulging any of those sinful habits 
which degrade thy nature, and sink 
thee below the level of the brotes that 
perish I" Reply truly and seriously to 
this solemn inquiry; and think, while 
time and ojiportunity for repentance and 
amendment still remain, that life and 
death are set before thee, and upon the 
regulation of thine own heart and con- 
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duct, ihy fate d^fi^Ddii for "Thus taith 
the Ldrd bf boitg, consider your ways ; 
seek good and noft evil, that ye ma/ 
live ; and the Lord^ the God of hosts, 
shall be with )rou/' 

The day after (hat id which the late 
sorrowful, but now reviving widow, had 
visited the gardener's cottage, Thomas's 
wife came, according to her direction, to 
fe(cb some broth for her husband, when 
the following short dialogue passed be- 
tween them. 

Lady* How is your husband, my 
good woman ? 

Jane. Why indeed, madam, I hardly 
know what answer to make you ; he 
seems better, and he says he is better, 
and yet I think he is for death. 

Lady. And why do you think so ? 
tell me, and I may perhaps be able to 
remove your fears. 

Jane. Why, Madam, you know be 
is naturally cross and passionate, and 
since bis illness 1 have had enough to do 
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to please, or indeed to live with him at 
any rate ; and as for the childreDi I have 
been forced to keep them most part of 
the day out of doors, for he would not 
bear the least noise ; but yesterday, 
when I went up stairs with the dinner 
that you sent him, he spoke to me iq 
such a manner as I have heard nothing 
like it for many a year. He asked roe 
to sit down and partake with him ; and 
when I refused, and said I hoped it 
would do him good, he took hold of my 
hand so kindly, and said, "Dear Jane, 
I hope never again to have any good 
thing without you and my children shar- 
ing it with me." I looked at him with 
sucli surprise that I could not speak ; 
and more when I saw tears come into bii 
eyes. « What is the matter with you, 
Thomas," said I, " I am afraid you are 
growing worse, do try to eat something ; 
and to please him I helped myself to a 
little, and he went on talking in the same 
kind way, so that 1 wondered what 
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coold be the matter. After dinner he 
teemed weak, and I asked him to lie 
down upon the bed, aiid brought mj 
own lat^e bancfk^^cbief to lay over his 
head ; a^ t pAt it on; he again took hold 
of m^ banrd, and predaing it between 
boAb b?8» tfaid, <^ dear Jane," in sueb a 
way, tbaf it #^ht qnrte to my heart. 
Well, Madam, I went down stairs won- 
derTh'g at ail tl^is, and took particular, 
caffe ia keep the house quiet, for I 
thought to (tfyself, perhaps poor Thomas 
may n6t hs(v6 ifiany times more to sleep 
io this woHd. About five in the even- 
ing he knocked with a stick upon the 
floor, and 1 ^ent up to him; he was 
lilting trpon the bed, and in the same 
kind and gentle %*oice, told me that he 
had been asleep, and should now be glad 
of a dish of coffee ; adding, ^^ let the chil- 
dren come op and have some with us ; 
1 will not be so cross with them again 
as I used to be.'' This surprised me 
more than ali, for he was always gram- 
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bliog and complaioing aboat them, and 
wishiog tbey were old enough to be sent 
out to work. I went down however, and 
called them into the house, and as he 
often found fault with them for being 
dirty, I washed their hands and bees, 
and as soon as I had boiled the coffee, 
took them up to lym. He kissed them 
all, and put the youngest to sit upon the 
bed by him, and afterwards gave each a 
biscuit out of the paper which you sent 
him, and some coffee out of his own cup. 
Unluckily, little Tommy, while I was 
looking another way, threw down a plate, 
which broke into twenty pieces; but 
when I was going to beat him, my hus- 
band caught hold of my arm, and said, 
**do not strike him, he intended no 
harm, and we will forgive him if be pro- 
mises to be more careful for the future.'' 
Well, I wondered more thaq ever, for he 
* used to be the first to punish the poor 
things, but as I did not then like to vex 
him, I let the boy go, though I know it 
was wrong to do so* 
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Lady. I do not think so. If your 
child had broken the plate on purpose, 
yon ought to have corrected him ; but 
as it was an accident, and might have 
happened to yourself, what his father 
did was quite right ; and I would advise 
you as much as possible to avoid beating 
your childfen, it only hardens, and 
makes them passionate and ill-tempered. 

Jane. But what else can I do, Mad- 
am ; I cannot let them be their own mas- 
ters, and I do not like to keep them 
from their meals, for they have little 
enough to eat at all times. 

Lady. You are right never to de- 
prive them of their food. But there are 
many ways of punishing, without beating 
or starving them ; and much less correc- 
tion would be necessary, if parents were 
careful not to be passionate and ill-tem- 
pered themselves; for whether it be^ 
good or bad, children will imitate what 
ttiey continually see. 
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Jane* Then* ours have a |ioor cbaDce, 
for both ThocnaS and I are ver j passion- 
ate. But as I was tellii^ yoUf Madam, 
he was last night so mild and good 
faumouredy that he hardly seemed the 
aame person ; and after I went to bed I 
could not sleep for thinking of it, till it 
came into my mind tha% this was a 
change before death. And to be sure 
it must be so, for what else could thus 
all on a sudden make him quite like an- 
other man. 

Lady. I will tell yon, my good Jane, 
•*-God has touched his heart. He seei 
the folly and wickedness of his past life, 
and is resolved to become *' a new crea- 
ture." This is no sign of approaching 
death ; for when life is near its close, 
even if our senses continue perfect, 
we can hardly hope to have sufficient 
strength or ability of any kind, to enable 
us to bring about a material change in 
ourselves. The sinner on his deatb-bed 
can seldom do more than confess and 
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ament over the guilt of his past life; 
and should jour husband now leave the 
world, we could not be certain that his 
contrition is sincere. But I trust that 
God will mercifully prolong his time of 
trial, thai he may do << works worthy of 
repentance/' and by degrees be fiHed 
for the great change which death will 
make in our condition. 

Jane. I wish it may be so, but I 
fear when he recovers his health and 
gets amongst his old companions, he will 
forget all this goodness, which has come 
so suddenly over him; and become just 
as bad as ever. 

Lady. There is great and serious 
danger ef that. But yon may do much 
towards preventing it, by a careful at- 
tention to your own conduct. Try to 
oblige and please him in every thing, 
and teach your children to do the mvae ; 
this will encourage him to give up his 
old companions and bad habits ; and you 
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maj jet live many happjr years together, 
after all your disagreements. 

Jane shook her head and made no ao- 
aver, and the widow, thinking she had 
said enough at this time, gave her some 
broth, and a small white loaf for her 
husband, and bidding her good day, the 
woman departed. 

The account which she bad just re- 
ceived of Thomas's altered conduct, 
was highly gratifying to the benevolent 
widow, and after lifting up her heart in 
thankfulness to Him <* whose favour is 
better than life,** and to whose approba- 
' tion she looked as the sweet reward of her 
virtuous exertions, she sat down to con- 
sider how she could most profitably em- 
ploy the remainder of the day. 

Her thoughts immediately turned to 
the gardener's family : she felt much 
compiissionate kindness for poor Sarah, 
and resolved to use her utmost endea- 
vours to reconcile her to her neighbour, 
and if possible make them a mutual corn- 
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fort and advantage to eaeh other. She 
had heard that Mrs. Bennet did various 
kinds of needle work for hire, and resolv- 
ing, as an introdnclion, to employ her in 
some trifle, sent her servaqt to reqnest 
that she would come to her that after- 
noon for particular directions. She came 
accordingly, and after the business was 
settled, the lady, in her usual kind and 
oUiging manner, desired her to stay and 
take an early dish of tea with her, and 
after some chat upon indifferent sub- 
jects, for she did not wish her to suspect 
the real purpose of the visit ; ** your 
house" said she, ^* stands upon a pretty 
pleasant spot, and you seem to have ao 
eicellent garden and orchard." 

Mrs. Bennet. Yes, Madam, our 
house, for a small place, is very com- 
fortable, and we have plenty of fruit and 
garden stuff for our own use, and a littJe 
to sell. Indeed, I should upon the 
whole think myself welt off, but for our 
next door neighbours, who are such low, 
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noisy, disbonett people, that there is no 
living peaceably by them. I was quite 
shocked and ashamed that you should 
the olber day find me demeaning myself 
BO much as to quarrel with that woman* 
• Lady» I was sorry too» because I 
think that by kindness and good nature 
you might gain an influence over hefi 
which would be a comfort to you, and a 
great liidvantage to her* 

Mrs. Bennet. If they had been peo- 
ple of good character, I certainly should 
have noticed them, and perhaps they 
might in some things have been useful 
to me ; but David Williams is an abu- 
sive drunken fellow, and it is well known 
that Sally Dean, who, though she is now 
so poor a slattern, was then a smart clev- 
er girl, would never have married him if 
she bad not so loa| her character with a 
profligate man who was waiter at the 
Eagles, that she had no chance of get* 
ting into a creditable service. 

Lady. She was indeed very much 
to blame in that affair; but I believe 
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many lies were toUl (o blacken and ruin 
her cbaracier by the wicked man him- 
fie If, when he could not aucceed in bia 
designs upon her. 

Mrs. Bennet. That may be, but it 
is well known ihat she left her place at a 
day's warning, and such a mistress aa 
she had would not have used her so 
without good reason. 

Lady. It is true» she admitted the 
man you mentioned secretly into the 
house, and when this was found put, 
told a direct lie, and persisted in it ; 
which, with her refusing to give up all 
connexion with him, fully jostified her 
mistress for acting as she did. But for 
this ill conduct she has suffered long and 
heavily, and she now appears truly sen- 
sibie of, and sorry for her faults. 

Mrs. Bennet. It is easy to guess 
from whom you had this account. But 
as she owned herself a Itar, I wdnder 
that you. Madam, would hearken to any 
thing that she could say. 
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Lady. I perceive the force and truth 
of your remark* The miserable state of 
the liar is such, that be cannot expect to 
be believed, CTeo when he speaks the 
truth. But there is a great appearance 
of penitence and sincerity about this wo* 
man, and it is oor duty to assist and en- 
courage a return to virtue in every fellow 
creature. 

Mrs. Bennel. Ah, Madam, you do 
not know Sarah Williams as 1 do. She 
is a low dishones't woman.. I resolved 
from the first of their coming to the 
house that I would hsve nothing to do 
with them, and all that I have since seen 
and heard, confirms my resolution. 

Lady. In what respects have you 
found her dishonest ? 

Sirs. Bennet. In the worst of all 
ways, for she employs her children to 
rob me. If I was to tell you all the los- 
ses that 1 have had in my garden and 
orchard, and in my poultry, through 
them, you would hardly believe it. 
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ha^. But are j^u swe that Iheir 
motber knew ulieathey 4Md tkese thiiigB ? 
poor •untaught cMldren are too apt of 
themselves to be mkchievous. 

Mt%. Bennet. I eanaot say that I 
have heard her bid them rob me, or thai 
«he went with them to do it ; hut I have 
BO doubt of many jof my apples having 
been pnt into her pies, and many of my 
e^s into her basket to be carried to 
market. 

Lady. These are very wrong, and 
very provoking things, but much more 
hurtful to her and to her children than 
they can be to you. Did you ever talk 
taher of the great crime which she was 
committing, in thus training them up to 
vice from their very cradles ? 

Mrs. BenneL I do not know that I 
have ever talked to her in that way, but 
I have often threatened to take her and 
them before the Squire. Indeed, I know 
tbat I have been too meek with them, as 
I told her yesterday, in not having done 
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8o already ; but she may depend upon it 
I will take the very oext opportanity* — 
The fi^eit place for fiucb people ia the 
Houae of Correction. 

Lady. Tou do n0t see their cooduct 
in the light in which a true chriatiaa 
would wish to look upon it. This .poor 
woman cannot even read, and it is nine 
years since she iefrtfa^ excellent mis- 
tress who taught her all that she knows 
of right and wrong, and was the means of 
saving her from falling still much lower 
than her present sad condition* She 
married too, it appears, a man more like- 
ly to corrupt her principles than amend 
them, and who has kept her in a state of 
poverty which subjects her to many 
temptations, that can hardly be imagined 
by those who have always lived in plen- 
ty., When you consider all this, surely 
you will feel more pity than anger, and 
rather try to convince and cure her of 
her faults, than seek to punish her for 
them. 
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Mrs. Bennei. lodeedi Madam, I de- 
lire to have nothiog at all to do with 
them. If I cao do 107 dutj, and paj 
rrery one their own, it is all that I pre- 
tend to, and I wish every one would do 
as nraob. 

Lady* It ifl certainty right in the 
first pfakce to see our own conduct, and 
lode Ml justice to every one with whom 
we de«L But when this is done, ano- 
ther and a very material part of our 
duty, is to be kind and friendly to our 
fellow-creatures, and particularly to use 
oar best endeavours to instruct the igno- 
rant, and reform the vicious. 

Mrs. Bennet. To be sure. Madam, 
all this is quite right in you, and other 
ladies, who have knowledge, and time, 
and fortunes ; but from one like me, who 
works for her living, nothing of the kind 
can be expected. 

Lady. Think of the poverty and 
hardships which this poor woman daily 
endures, without a single friend to assist. 
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or even advise her; and then think 
what a support ^od consolation such a 
neighbour as jourself might he to her. 

Mrs. Bennet. Indeed, Madam^ 1 have 
never been used to keep company with 
such as she. I have endeavoured to be- 
have so as to be noticed by my betters : 
and 1 think the only way to live with 
peace and credit in this world, is to mind 
one's own affairs, and have nothing to do 
with those of other people ; and indeed, 
Madam, 1 wonder why you should wish 
me to have any concerns with such a 
\PW beggarly tamily as that ■ of David 
Williams. 

Lady* For the best reason in the 
world, because I know that you might 
do them good. Suppose these poor 
people were related to you, suppose 
Sar^h was the daughter of your broibei: 
or sister, and had fallen into poverty an(i 
wretchedness, would you not then fe^l it 
your duty lo help her ? 
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Mrs* Bennet To be sure I aboiili/t 
for then she would have a natural claim 
upon me. I have more than once be- 
friended m J relatioDS, and if she was my 
niece, I conid help her rn manjr ways 
without missing it mjselfi and it would 
be my duty so to do. 

Lady. And are we not all of one 
famiiyi the children of one merciful Fa* 
ther, and heirs together of one glorious 
ioberilance ? Did not Jesus, ** the first* 
born of many brethren,'* \be first whom 
God raised from the grave and endowed 
with immortal life ; — he, whose spirit we 
should labour to imbibe, and whose con- 
duct should be the object of our constant 
imitation ; — Did not he select his apos- 
tles from among the poor, and preach the 
glad tidings of the gospel more especial- 
ly to the poor ? And shall we venture to 
call ourselves his disciples, while we de- 
spise those to whom he directed his 
chief attention and regards? Shall we 
be so blind, so low minded, as to think 
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anj child of immortality, any heir of the 
heavenly kingdom^ beneath our friendly 
care and attention ? Should we not rather 
bow down in thaokfnlneas to Him who 
hath placed our condition above want, 
and bestowed upon os the high privilege, 
of being his ministeni for good, to oar 
suffering brethren. Let us think justly, 
my dear Mrs. Bennet, of these things, 
and ^' not be high-minded, but conde- 
scend to men of low estate." 

Mrs. BenneU To be sure, Madam, 
our religion teaches this. 

Lady. And why do we not act upon 
it ? It is useless to know the will of Ood 
without striving to perform it. Such ser- 
vants, our Lord assures us, will be *^ beat- 
en with many stripes.'* The precepts 
of religion should be so written on our 
hearts, as to be always uppermost in our 
thoughts, and the guide of all otfr actions. 
This would make us kind and generous; 
we should think less of mere selfish gra- 
tifications, and more of promoting the 
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welfare and comfort of others. If we 
wooid be '* as the elect of God, holy aad 
beloved," we must '*put oo kindness, 
bombleness of mind, meekness, long-suf* 
fering ; forbearing one another, and for- 
giving one another." 

Mrs. Bennet made no answer, and ap- 
peared so little affected by what she had 
heard, that the worthy 'Widow could 
hope for oo good effect from saying more 
at this time. There is no forcing peo* 
pie to think, any more than to act right, 
aod after conversing a short time upon in- 
different subjects, they parted. 

There are few things so likely to hard- 
en the heart, as pride ; and few faults so 
difficult to cure, as a foolish opinion of 
our oirn merits. ** The publicans and 
the harlots," says Jesus to the hypocri- 
tical and self-righteous, pharisees, '<go 
into the kingdom of heaven before you !" 
the grossest sinners are more likely to 
become penitent and reform, than those 
who are so wilfully blind as to justify, 
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and eveo applaud themsekes for their 
uorighteouBDess. The absence of good 
will as certainly exclude us from heaven, 
as the commission of evil ; though it will 
not call down an equal degree of punish- 
ment« Many persons, because they have 
been prudent, and therefore successful 
in their worldly concerns, and have been 
guilty of none of those vices which the 
world marks as disgraceful, are fully satis- 
fied with themselves, and persuaded that 
no more is required from them* This 
was the case with Mrs. Bennet ; she had 
been an honest and useful servant, Jived 
many years in the same place, saved a 
good sum of money, and married a sober 
and induatrious man. After her marriage 
she continued equally notable, and living 
in frugal comfort, added every year con- 
siderably to her store. All this waa 
well and commendable, but no more than 
mere worldly wisdom would have taught 
her; it would have been folly to act 
otherwise, if there was no life beyond 
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the grave. Bot an humble candidate 
for heaven, would have looked beyond 
herself, and instead of avoiding her poor 
and ignorant neighbour, have tried to 
lighten her burdens by friendly assist- 
ance. She would sometimes have read 
to her from the sacred volume, and have 
t^en her children to the house of prayer. 
"Stay with your infants,** she would 
have said to the thankful mother, ^< God 
has committed them to your tenderest care, 
and you can thintof him, and pray to 
him io your heart, while you are watch- 
ing oyer them. If their clothes are 
whole and clean, it is all that I desire, 
for the rich and poor meet as equals to 
worship their heavenly Father, and he 
regardeth not their rank or their posses- 
sions. " The Lord seeth not as man 
aeeth, for God looketh on the heart !" 

How pleasing would it have been, to 
see Mrs. Bennet thus conducting the 
children of her neighbour to a place 
where they might be taught to lift theip 
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yottng hearts to Hin who made theaiy 
and have learoed tfieir doty to faim, to 
tbeir parentSi aod to all raaakkid. Would 
ahe not have appeared io the eyea of all 
beholders, far more respectable than the 
company of the finest lady io the parish 
could have made her? for bad as the 
world iSf and little as the generality of 
people ar^ disposed Io practise it, genu- 
ine active goodness, never appears with- 
out being commended and admired*. 

Mr8« Bennet, however, had such mis- 
taken notions, that she would have been 
ashanied to take these little creatures io 
their cpvse coats and frocks as her com* 
panions to the house of prayer ; nor did 
she think it her duty to assist their 
poor mother either to feed, cbthe, or 
instruct them. Her maxim was, *^ Let 
every one take care of his own." But 
is this a christian maxim 1 Does it teach 
us to live according to the precepts of 
our master? No, no; — the religion of 
Christ gives no colour, affords no cloak 



d by Google 



FiUage DUdogues. 1 26 

for selfialmess : its essence is love ; love 
of fiody shewing itself in acts of kind- 
ness to pur fellow-creatures. And this 
loye, this christian charity, must not be 
confined io our families, to our friends, or 
even to those whom we judge worthy ; 
*^ For if ye love them which love you, 
what thank have ye ? for sinners also 
love those who love them* And if ye 
do good to them who do good to you, 
what thank have ye ? for sinners do even 
the same. But love ye your enemies, 
and do good, and lend, hoping for nothing 
again ; and your reward shall be great, 
and ye shall be the children of the 
Highest : for he is kind to the unthank- 
ful, and to the evil." *' Be ye therefore 
merciful, as your Father also is merci- 
ful.'' 

The widow was disappointed, but not 
discouraged by her late ill success. She 
saw that Mrs. Bennet possessed one vir- 
tue which many good-hearted people 
suffer greatly from the want of, and that 
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is, prudence. Tbis had made her a good 
servant, and a good wife, and pat her 
into a respectable situation in life. Sure- 
ly, thought she, I shall by degrees be 
able to open her heart ; and make her 
feel, that to confer benefits is a happi- 
ness as well as a duty ; and that the un- 
derstanding of that person must be 
strangely darkened and perverted, vbo 
thinks himself above serving and assist- 
ing the present wants and necessities of 
those highly favoured beings, within 
whose reach is placed a crown of un- 
fading glory. Can one to whom these 
** great and precious promises*' are made, 
be looked down upon with contempt by 
him who hopes to partake of them ? 

How trifling in reality is the diflTerence 
between the prince and the peasant, when 
we know, that in a few short years, both 
will be laid in the silent grave, from 
whence they will rise as equals ; each 
to be rewarded or punished according as 
his deeds have merited ? Attend to this, 
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je great ones of- the earfli, and let it 
(each you '* not to think of jonrselves 
above what ye ought to tfamk ;" ** not 
to be high-minded, but fear.'* And let 
the poor and lowly reflect upon the 
great gifts which Ood has bestowed upon 
all bis children, and looking carefully to 
their ways, so endure the trials and 
temptations which he suflfers to befal 
them in this life, that when the great day 
of retribution comes, they asay be found 
io the happy number of those who ** came 
out of great tribulation, and have washed 
their robes in the blood of the Lamb :" 
(hat is, who have purified themselves 
from sin, by obeying the holy precepts, 
and following the bright example of 
" him who loved, and gave himself for 
us." 

The wife of Thomas came every day 
as she had been directed, to fetch some- 
thing nourishing for her husbiand, and 
gave favourable accounts of his recover- 
ing l;ealth and amended disposition ; but 
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one OdorBing, just as the jnridoir had fioUb- 
ed her breakfasty the eldest child came 
to say that his father seemed to be very 
ill again, aod begged her to come to him 
immediately. She readily complied with 
this request, and going back with the 
boy, found the poor man looking better 
in healthy but appearing sorrowful and 
dejected. He respectfully placed a 
chair for her, and having sent the child 
out to play, spoke as follows. 

Thomas. Ah, Madam! all is over 
with me : I undertook what I have not 
the power to perform. The strength of 
bad habits is more than I can get the 
better of, and I must give it up. Very 
wicked I hope I shall not again be, but 
I have lost all hope of being good. 

Lady. How is this ny friend ? what 
can have happened so far to discourage, 
as to tempt you to forsake a road, which, 
though it*may sometimes be difficult, you 
know leads up to heaven. 
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Thomas. My want of power to climb 
80 high. If I bad begun in earij life, it 
would iiave been Uke setting out from 
leirel groniidy with my full strength to 
aaaiflt me: but after living many years^ 
as I have done, it is the same thing as 
labouring up the steep side of a miry 
pit, and every bad practice of my for- 
mer life k like a weight of lead hung 
round my neck, which, when I attempt 
to rise, drags me down to the same 
wretched place where I was before. 
Alas, Madam i after all my hopes, reso- 
luliooa, ^od promises, you see me now the 
same guilty creature that you first found 
me. 

Lady> No, no; I*see another man. 
I see one who hates his sins, and is sin- 
cerely sorry that he ever committed 
them. One who is, I trust, upon the 
very eve of reformation. 

Thomas* You will pot say so svhen I 
have told you all. You always thought, 
and still think too well of me. One so 
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good ai you can form do notion of what 
wicked people and wicked habits are* 
I do indeed repent from the bottom of 
my soul, of all my unrighteous deeds, 
but I shall never reform, never get the 
better of my passions; I see and feel 
that but too plainly. 

Lady. Tell me what it is that has 
thus discouraged you, and I shall knor 
better what advice to give. 

Thomas. Well, Madam, I will do 
so : indeed I wished to see you for that 
very purpose ; but though I lament, and 
am ready to confess my faults, without I 
could get the better of them, I know the 
rest is nothing. 

Lady. That is true, but sorrow and 
confession are the first steps towards 
amendment. 

Thomas. It may be so, Madam, hot 
I am a sad proof that it does not alwajs 
follow lifter them. When I had well 
considered all your excellent advice and 
instruction, I felt that it was good, and 
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as I believed^ was fully determined to 
give up every sio, and become in the 
true sense of our Lord's words^ ** a new 
creature;" and after I bad made this 
resolution, I was happier than I had 
ever been before.. I seemed to feel 
tfiat Ood would forgive me all that was 
past, and I continually prayedv him to 
direct and strengthen me in the time to 
come. I tried to behave kindly to my 
wife and children, and when I suffered 
from pain and sickness, to bear it patient- 
ly, and even to be thankful for all that 
mv heavenly Father thought fit to send. 
Day after day passed thus happily ; I 
gained bodily strength fast, and I hoped 
all difficulties of another kind were over ; 
but, alas ! yesterdey has too well con* 
vinced me of the contrary. My wife in 
the morning quarrelled with one of her 
neighbours in the village, aud coming 
home in a very ill humour, wanted me to 
join in the bad language with which she 
shamefully abused her. I refused to do 
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BO9 and told her that we ought palienfij 
to bear with each other's faults^ and as 
far as in us lay, ^* lire peaceably with all 
men/' for I had read that good precept 
in my Testament only the daj before. 
Bat so far from being pacified by what 
I said, she grew still more angry, and 
aaid so many reproachful and cruel 
things, that I could hardly forbear re- 
turning them as I used to do. I did 
however get the better of myself, thoDgh 
the struggle cost me a return of the paio 
in my head and stomach. I never gave 
her an unkind word, yet she continued 
in a miserable humour, and in the even- 
ing was so noisy, and scolded, and beat 
the poor children till I could bear it no 
longer. When once I began to speak 
harshly to her, I lost all guard over mj- 
self, and — O ! Madam, I will tetl ^^'ou 
all ; — I mingled oaths with my reproach- 
es, and even struck her. The moment 
I had done this, my conscience awoke 
within me, and seemed to say, "What 
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art thou doiogt wretch? are these the 
words and actioos of a christian ? a fol- 
lower of the meek aJid bolj Jesus? does 
tliy Bible teach or allow thee to act 
thus? 

I sat down tremblivg from bead to 
foot, 10 great bodilj pain» but the anguish 
which I suffered in my mind was far 
worse» when 1 recollected all that I had 
said and done, how entirely I had forgot- 
ten all my good resolutions, ail toy pro- 
mises to God and you. After a while, 
1 tried to say sooiething to softien my 
wife, but she told me that she had long 
SDspected what my fine talking of reli- 
gioo would end in, and now saw plainly, 
that when I got well, I should be worse 
than ever. I attempted to say no more, 
and with difficulty crawling up stairs, 
went to bed. But, O J Madam, what a 
night did I pass there! Once when I 
dropped asleep, I thought I saw you in 
the form of an angel, reaching out your 
hand from the clouds, and inviting me io 
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come to you : but when I afrove to rise, 
I was polled down deeper and deeper, 
into a black and horrible pit! O Ma- 
dam! after this fearful dream, I could 
sleep no more. <Mt is surely to be so," 
said I, ** all that this dear lady has done 
to*save me will come to nothing ! 1 shall 
return to my sins, and be lost In the pit 
of destruction !*' This dreadful thought 
has tormented me ever since, and if you 
cannot give me comfort, all will soon be 
over in this world, and I shall go to re- 
ceive the reward due to my evil deeds. 

Lady. I ' can give you comfort, my 
friend, comfort from the true source,— 
from the sacred word of God. — "Let 
the wicked forsake his way, and the dd- 
righteous man his thoughts ; let him tarn 
to the Lord, and he will have mercy 
upon him, unto our God, and he will 
abundantly pardon.*^ 

Thomas. Ahl Madam, can I resolve 
more earnestly and sincerely than I did 
before ? and yet how miserably have I 
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failed ! what the better am I for knowing 
what ia right, unless I had the grace 
steadily to pursue it ? 

Lady. Praj then, pray fervently for 
this grace, and doubt not but you will 
be heard. You have indeed proved the 
power of bad habits, how prone they 
are to return, and how weak a life of sin<^ 
ful indulgence leaves us. But be not 
cast down; though you are weak, God 
is strong, and if you do your part, fear 
not but be will enable you to get the 
better of those evil inclinations which 
have hitherto been your masters. Once 
yoa loved and cherished, but now yoa 
hate and strive against them ; is not thia 
a blessed change ? O my friend, be 
comforted with the happy assurance that 
you have already entered that strait and 
narrow road which leadeth unto life. 
Let the sad experience of yesterday 
make you more watchful, • and every 
victory that you gain over yourself will 
4dd to your strength, till at length yoii 
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get habit on the sid^ of virtue. Wben 
this 18 done, all bardship will be o?er, 
and you will reap the happy fruits 
of righteoniness, ^* love, joy, peace, 
loog-sufferiog, gentleness, goodness, failb, 
meekness, temperance !*' All these tru- 
ly christian virtues will dwell in your 
heart, and every day that you spend 
upon earth, will assiit in preparing yoo 
for heaven. 

Thomea. Thank yoo, thatti: you, 
iiiadani, for yoitr comfort and your eooa- 
iel. I win strive to take heart, and be- 
gin tny course again. The hardest 
things that I shall have to bear are, 
the taunts and reproaches of my wife, 
and the dillculty of bringing about 
any good change in the childDin, while 
she remains the same. 

Lady. Look upon Ibis, then, as a 
chief trial of yotir pafience, and call 
forth your fall atrength to support it 
well. In a short time, 1 triist you will 
be Itble lo return to y oot work, and wbeo 
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(be teet that yoo alwayB come hoiiitt to* 
ber and good tempered, and bring yoar 
full wage«9 depend upon it jou will toon 
find an alteration in her; tindy aa you 
will then be able to aend your cbildreD 
to school, thej will he kept from barm^ 
and learning what is good. 

Tkomaa* You are, indeed, my good 
aogel. ' You fill me with hope, and drive 
airay my fears* But that dream: do 
you put any faith in dreams ? 

Lady. None, none aC all. My faith 
rest solely on the goodness^ the merejff 
and the promiaeBf of God. And as no* 
thing can shake or alter these, what but a 
knowledge that my own ill conduct has 
cut me off from the benefit of them, what 
can hare the power of troubling me? 
From the greatest to the least, all thai 
happens upon earth, happens by his 
permission ; and while this mighty, this 
all-powerful ruler is our Father and our 
Friend^ what can we have to fear? 
Come what may, happy and secure is 
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lk« eoiidlKoD of tbe real chtMian, lie 
looks bejond Iho preteot tceDe^ . and 
najr exdaia ui tkm tiibKnie laogv^ of 
Ibe^ prophot, <«Alllio«gh the fig-tree 
•hall not blosaon, neither «haH frwt be in 
the vine ; the laboor of the olt^eehall Mf, 
and the fields shall yield no itaeat ; the 
flocks bhall be cut off fren the fold, and 
there shall be no herd m the afalis : jet 
will I rejoice in the Lord, I will joy in 
the Ood of my ealTation.*' 

Thomas. O Madam ! how happy are 
yooy in having ted a life that enables you 
to repeat those worda from yoar heart. 
Could I ever bring myself to a settled 
eourse of piety and geodoess, I should 
not envy the king upon bss throne. Do 
you think it possible for such a one aa I, 
to reach that state of blessedness* 

Ludff* I dO) my friend, I Ihuifc it 
very possible ; and i rejoice to see that 
yott aim at such perfect ton. Keep God 
HI ail your thoughts, and you will every 
day draw nearer to him. Try to opes 
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Ae widMilaiidiiig, and n^rtcir the heart! 
of ye«i» wife and cMldren, aipd as I trust 
yen *irflt never <iM«gr»ce your christian 
profeseloti ^kf such atftftber scene as Ibat 
of y««tei)4hiy, assiife yourself that be 
wili prosper yowpiMra endeavours for 
their gomli 

Thomas. What a blessiog is a real 
frieody such a one as I have found in 
yoaf it iras your goodness that awaken- 
ed mefnom the stkte of carelessness and 
Bio, in which I had lived for many years. 
Indeed, 1 may truly say, that till you 
explained it to me, I never knew what 
love to Oisd, or to my feUow-creatures, 
meant. I wewt on from day to day, 
thiakiog «niy of what passed before my 
eyes, and trying to please ny own way- 
ward ^humours. But there is no comfort^ 
no real satisfactiofi, in such a life : it is 
little better than that which is led by 
the beasts of the field. They can eat 
and drink and sleep as well as we. But 
yoo have taught me, and my Bible tells 
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mei tfafeit I vai made for a hif^er moi a 
oobUr porpose ; that mj great byainesi 
io this world is, to fit myaelf for the next, 
bj rooting out of 017 heart what w base, 
false, afid wicked, aod (riantiBg ia its 
room all that ia kiDdy.aad just, and true; 
aod notwithstanding my sin of yeaterdajf 
I will, bj God's good help, eodearonr 
to do this. 

Lady* I will answer you in-the words 
of the pious psaiiniat : <* Wait thou upon 
God, trust in him at all times, poor out 
thine heart before bioi. In God k our 
salvation, and our glory ; the roek of our 
strength, our refuge is in God. Trust 
not in oppression nor in wrong, if ricbes 
increase, set not thine heart upon them ; 
for God hath spoken onee, and^ twice 
have I heard the same — that power 6e- 
longeth unto God : also unto the Lord 
belongetk mercy^ for he rendereth to 
every man according to his works.** 

Thomas, What a blessing to yon, 
madam, has been the study of the acrip 
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(iJf6«: you Heeui to koovr. tliefli aimoat 
by heart, and can, therefore, consult tbem 
every hour, and call tfaecn in to regalate 
every action of your life. 

Lady. That has ever been my w hh 
and mm ; and I am anxious not onlj that 
you sltofild do the same, but, that by 
degn^Sy you ahoutd make your family 
• weli acquainted with them. Your wife^ 
I think, cannot read ; therefore, you 
8ko4d> lake frequent opportunities of 
reading to her* At first, only a few 
verses at a thiie,* and chasen from the 
plainest and most interesting parts ; and 
let this never be done but when her 
temper ia undisturbed, for your great 
object must be, to make 4ier percerve 
that tnm religion is as deligbtftil as it ia 
proitaUe, and promotes our happiness 
in this world, while it secures it in the 
next, 

Tkom»$* I understand you, Madam, 
and witi treasure np your compel in my 
heart. I am quite a different creature 



d by Google 



142 raiMge DiateguiM. 

.from what I was when you came bere i 
thig morniiig, for my precious hopes of \ 
heaven are returned, and my bodilj 
strength seems to have come with them, 
for, at this moment, I scarcely feel tbat 
I ail any thing. 

Jane now entered the kitchen, and the 
widow desiring her to sit dowi^ spoke 
thus: 

Lady. I rejoice to find your husbsod 
so much recovered, and hope, in a abort 
time, he will be able to return to his work; 
after which, I trust, you will forgiVe 
each other's faults, and live in more 
comfort than you have ever done before. 

Jane* I wish it may be so, Madami 
bul I seldom see that people mend as 
they grow old ; they much oftener be- 
come worse, and I expect it to be so 
with Thomas. 

Lady. The faults have not all been 
on his side, and if he is resolved to grow 
better, I hope you will gladly follow hii 
good exaniplje^ 
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Joiif . Tes, jes, I may easily promise 
to be as good as he will. The very &r8t 
money he gets, I knoir will go to the 
pnblic-house* 

Thomas. I caitnot wonder that you 
ibould think so, because you can only 
judge frond what I have been ; but I hope 
the remainder of my life will prove me 
an altered roan. 

Jane. I don't like to expose you be- 
fore Madam, or I would remind you of 
your fine behaviour yesterday. That 
shews how much you are altered. 

Thomas, I own my fanlt» and have 
confessed it to Ood, and to this excel- 
lent lady. Forgive me, my dear Jane, 
and I trust you will never see the like 
again. 

Jane. There is nothing so cheap as 
fine promises, they cost nothing at all ; 
but the next time you get into a passion, 
I know what will be the end of them. 

Thomas. You have had too much 
reason to think so, but I hope, in time. 
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to shew you how great a change pelig^oo 
can bring about. 

Jant. To be sure, you have iDuch 
right to talic of religion, after aweartng 
as you did last night; and tbat^ when 
you had been sitting half the day with 
the testamei^t in your hand. 

Thomas. 1 am heartily sorry and 
ashamed of what I did last night ; but 1 
hope to make you amends^ by doing so 
no mure. 

Lady. Do not reproach y<uir hus- 
band, but kindly forgive what is past, 
and endeavour to encourage and strength- 
en his good resolutions of amendment. 

Jane. I hate nothing so much as to 
hear people talk about religion, who lead 
bad lives. I was never taught to read, 
but I know that the Bible is not a thing 
only to preach about, and to talk about, 
but to make us live in a sober and godly 
manner. 

Lady. You think and speak most 
justly ; that true reiigioa which ia ac- 
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ceptaUe in the sight of God our faeaveo'* 
]y Father, will teach us <Mo visit the 
fatherless and widows in their affliction, 
and to keep ourselves unspotted from the 
world." In the same degree that we do 
this, in the degree that we do good to 
others, and are pare and holj in our own 
hearts and lives, may we account our- 
selves religious. ** Little children," says 
(be beloved apostle, ^* let no man deceive 
you, he that doeth righleousnesg is 
righteous." ** For this is the love of 
Ood, that wli keep his commandments.** 

Thomas* By that test, by the test 
which Christ himself hath given us, do 
I in future desire to be judged. ** By 
their fruits ye shall know them," says 
our heavenly teacher. If I. again fre- 
(jueot public-houses, spend the 'Lord's 
day in idle amusements, or use my wife 
and children harshly or passionately ; 
then conclude me a hypocritical pretend- 
er to religion, for all such characters by 
their actions renounce Christ, whatever 

No. in. 13 



d by Google 



146 VUlage Dialogues. 

their words may tsay. But if, by tbe 
powerful help of Ood, I am enabled to 
forsake my sins, let me, while on earth, 
be called by the glorious name of Chris- 
tian, and look humbly forward, with 
trembling hope, to the second coming of 
my Lord, to wake the dead, and caD 
them to his judgment-seat. O that I 
may then be numbered with the lowest 
of his followers, and cast myself before 
the throne of mercy. 

Lady. Amen, my friend, from the 
bottom of my heart I say Jttnen. May 
you be enabled fully to perform all that 
you piously intend* May God <* count 
you ivorthy of this calling, and fulfil all 
the good pleasure of his goodness, and 
the work of faith with power; that the 
name of our Lord Jesus CIvist may be 
glorified in you, and you in him." 

The good widow's eyes filled with 
tears, and she left the cottage, after de- 
siring Jane to come as usual for her hos- 
band's dinner every day, till he, was able 
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to retoTD to work ; which she cauliooed 
him not to do, till bis strength was tolera- 
bly restored. 

Od her arrival at home, a letter was 
pat into her hand, which informed her 
that her late husband's uncle, po his road 
from Ireland to Bath, had been taken 
dangerously ill at Shrewsbury, and hav« 
ing only servants about him, entreated 
her to come to him for a few weeks, as 
he had no doubt but her kind care, and 
th« comfort of her company, would great- 
ly qonlribute to his recovery. 

Mr. Mansfield, the person from whom 
thisi. letter came, had gone in early life 
to th€ island of Jamaica, where, by culti- 
vating a large sugar plantation, he, in a 
course of years, gained a very considera- 
ble fortune; and, as increasing wealth 
made bim wish for a little repose from 
the incessant attention which he had 
hitherto paid to business, he wrote to bis 
brother, a worthy tradesman in Mancbes- 
ter» desiriqg.him to send his only son, 
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who WM at that time in his firetiftetb 
year, over to him, that he might reiiete 
him of a part of bis fatii^ue, and hereafter 
share in the increasing profits of their 
joint labours. 

The brothers had never been tipon 
very intimate terms, for their characters 
and pursuits had been widely different. 
The love of money, and the selfish en- 
joyments which money can purchase, 
had always been a chief object with the 
elders while the younger, with a small 
capital, had earlj entered into busfOtfsSf 
married a worthy young woman with 
little fortune, and lived beloved and re^ 
speeted by all who knew him, for faiS 
liberal and honourable dealings, and for 
the friendly assistance which he was 
ever ready to bestow upon all v^bo wadt*- 
ed, and came within the reach of bis 
moderate ability. This happy couple 
had a son, who, from his infaficy, pro* 
mised to be the comf6rt and solace of 
their lives. While a mere child, the 
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biUe was cootbuaUy in bis hands, and 
10 w«ll did he even then comprehend its 
•acred preceptt, that his whole character 
aad conduct appeared to be formed upon 
theoi* His parents could not hesitate 
with respect to his future profession ; he 
seemed formed for the ministrj^, and, af- 
ter giving him the best learning a neigh* 
bonritig school eo.iild afTord, thej sent 
him to a proper seminary to finish his edu* 
catioo. 

It was vacation time, and he was just 
fetamed from thence, when his uncle's 
letter arrived. The offer, in a worldly 
point of view, was a great one, but 
neither parents nor son could have a wish 
to accept of it, when they considered 
how superiour to worldly wealth was the 
prospect so excellent a youth looked 
forward to, in becoming an able and zeal- 
ous minister of the gospel. ** If we should 
comply with your uncle's request," said 
the father, *' the climate may hurt your 
health, and living among people who, af* 
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fer enslaving (beir feileir creature*^ Mat 
them as beasts of burdi^B, maj harden 
yoor heart ; and, excellent as ypor dis- 
position is, in the end rntn yenr morals. 
' And could all the riches of the ladies 
make us amends for that ? No; no, atf 
son, the profession which jon have ebo* 
sen is, of all others, most Ifkety to make 
you a useful^ a good, and a happy msn; 
and If we had millions to t>estow upon 
you, could you be more?'* 

A reply, confaioing a grateful, but ab- 
solute refusal, was Immedrately seat \o 
Jamaica, and this so entirely offended 
Mr. Mansfield, that, though his brother 
and nephew repeatedly wrote te hira, ke 
neither returned any answer, nor took 
the least further notice of them, liil ma- 
ny years after, when returning to settle 
in his native country, and hearing that 
his worthy brother was dead, and his son 
settled as minister of a large congrega« 
tion in Lancashire, he resolved to visit 
him; and never was a more i>aa»ttful 
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picture of true domestic rtHee and Mu 
etty dispiafed, than be beheld in tbia 
little fimilj. His nepbew bad been 
marrted several years lo the exceftent 
woman who is the chief subject of tbia 
woi4c ; his mother resided with tfaenii 
though she lived but a few months after 
that time, and the sweet little Fanny was- 
a playful, yet well-instructed child of 
five years old, the delight of every hearf« 
Mr. Mansfield could not help being 
pleased with the scene which was pre- 
sented to bis eyes, and was almost tempt- 
ed to doubt, whether real piety and vir- 
tue do not afford enjoyments preferable 
to those which the most splendid fortune 
can oflTer to our acceptance. But before 
he had time fully to consider this, be 
was attacked by ail alarming illness, in 
the course of which, he was so tenderly 
and so skilfully nursed by his nephew's 
amiable wife, that he believed his re- 
covery moTe owing to her, than to his 
physician ; and it was probably a cecol- 
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laelloR of tbb ctrcsmstance, that reofkr- 
ed him now lo desirous of her Gomffig 
to him at Shrewsborj. When he was 
able to travel, be was advised to go to 
Bath, and from that time his relatioBS htd 
never' seen, and seldom heard firom hio 
till the period I am now speaking of; 
when be vcas retitrning from a visit to a 
friend in Ireland, with an intention of 
spending the autumn at the Hot Wells, 
and the wioler at Bath. 

Mrs* Mans6eki was moat unwiHiaf to 
leave home at this time, on account of 
Tbomas« who, she thought, might afain 
want Jber friendly counsel, to keep hun 
steady in his pious purposes ; and poor 
Sarah, for whom she felt a warm interest, 
might, she feared, fHll back into bad 
habits, if so soon left to herself. Yet, 
on the other hand, she was desirous to 
comply with her. uncle's request : he was 
the nearest relation of her beloved hus- 
band, and every one who had been con- 
nected with him seemed dear, and almost 
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lacfed, io ber eyei ; ale (titled bit for- 

loro conditioii loo» and, at loDglb, resolved 

to go aod give faiio all the eonfert in her 

poirer. Aa bee iiltle family wat always 

cooducted with ihe utmost order and 

regttlarity^ she found that she teald so 

arrange every thing «a to be able to set 

oat tbe B^kt day, which was fiartiealarly 

desirable, as ber oncle bad sent one 

of his principal servants to attend bef 

on the jonrneyt and she was unwiHiag to 

detain him longer. Of course she bad 

a good deal to do and thiok o^ bot, not« 

withstanding tbat# she found time in tbe 

evening to send for Sarabf wishing to 

Bay a few words to ber before her da^ 

parlnre. 

The poor wooHia: instantly obeyed tbe 
ioraoions, bnt seemed ^oite cast down t 
" Ten. ara going from home. Madam," 
BSid she, with a foiteriog tongue, ^ O bow 
greatly shall 1 miss you, and long for 
your return !" 
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Lady. I tbank yoo, my good Sitali, 
for jour afleettoiMite coocera. It is not 
vUbout regret tbat I leave you, aod I 
hope mj stay wiH not be loi^. How 
have yon gone on ainee I last sair jrou? 

Sarah. Quite as well aa I ceuld 
hope to do. My mother came on Smi- 
day aa I desired, and took care of the 
young children while I went to the pvb- 
Ug worship of Ood. I put myaeif and 
litem whole and clean, and, indeed, I 
wished to do no more, for when we go to 
pray, it abould be with an humbleheart. 
We were placing ouraekea upon a bench 
w the aisle, when a young lady opened 
her pew- door, and bid me bring my 
children in. I was sorry to be so troa* 
Uesome, imd would have excuaed my- 
self, but she wofoid ha^e it so, and put- 
ting the little things upon a seat, kindly 
bade me sit down by them. This good- 
ness brought the tears into my eyes and 
I thanked Ood that there were more 
ladies in the world who were meek and 
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lowly to (he poor, besides you, dear 
Madam. 

I was delighted » with the prayers, the 
lermon, and the chapters which I heard 
read out of the bible. One of these was 
a sweet and beautiful prayer which 
Jesus Christ offered up to God, for hiooh 
self and his disciples. The minister 
read this in so affecting a nanner, that I 
am sure I' shall never forget it* Our 
Saviour began with saying, that the time 
of bis death was come, and begging that 
God would glorify him, because he bad 
then finished the work which be had 
given bim to do : and, after that, he says 
in such sweet words, that he^ bad (aught 
to his disciples all (be heavenly doctrioea 
which God had communicated to him, 
and that they had hearkened to his 
words, and believed that God had sesU 
him. Then he besought his heavenly 
Father to preserve all his followers from 
evil, and so to sanctify and fill them with 
goodness, that as be and the Father 
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were one, so the diaciptefi also might be 
one with them ; which would convince 
the world that Ood had sent him. This 
our raioiater afterwards fully explained 
to his sermon ; telling us, that Cbrt8t*9 
betog one with the Father, meaot one- 
ness of mind : that is, being conformed 
in heart, words, and actions, to the will 
of Ood; and he said, that, when by fol- 
lowing the divine precepts given by 
their beloved master, all christians are 
thos conformed, they will, In the gospel 
sense, be like the apostles, one with 
Ood, and. with his Son Jesus Christ; 
and then all the world will be converted. 

O Madam, wbat I then heard, has 
hardly ever since been out of my mind ; 
and before I left the pew, I asked the 
young lady (who I have since foond, is 
our minister's daughter), what chapter it 
was, and she told me it was the seven- 
teenth chapter of John's gospel. 

Lady. I rejoice to find that you 
have reaped such profit and pleasure 
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from what jou heard. Onlj go on at 
yoa have begun, and you will be a hap* 
py and beloved servant to the best of 
masters* Does the heart of your neigh- 
bour yet begin to soften? 

Sarah. I have done ail in my power 
to oblige her, by keeping the children 
from going near her garden^ and once, 
whea I saw my eldest boy throwing sticks 
and stones into a codling-tree that hangs 
OTer the hedge, which I own with shame, 
I have often let him do ; I ran to him, 
and, gathering up the fruit in my apron, 
took him into the house to tell him, in 
the best manner I could, that he had 
been doing a dishonest action, by taking 
what he knew belonged to another per- 
Boa. The poor child answered, that 
Mrs. Bennet had a great many apples, 
white we had none, and it was hard if 
be might not have those which hung 
over the hedge ; but I told him, that by 
the same rule, the ragged beggar woman 
wbo was then passing by, might take our 

No. III. 14 
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clothes which were drying on the hi^e 
near the road $ for the had hardi j enoogli 
io cover her, while we had others ia oar 
box. *' If," said I, <' we are to take aoj 
the least thing that is not our own, hoir 
shall we know where to stop ? m^ thus 
nobody's property will be safe, aod 
every poor person will be a thief and a 
robber ! Noi no, my child, let it be a 
little thing or a great thing, we will take 
nothing that belongs to another^ and then . 
God will prosper what we have, aod 
give a blessing with it/' 

I then took his hand, and, with the 
apples in my apron, went straight to 
IM(rs« Bennet. She received us unkiod- 
ly, and said she was sure I would oot 
have brought them back, if I had not 
seen her at the window, when I was 
under the tree picking them up : she was 
even so cruel as to tell me, that I went 
into the house to leave a part behind me; 
and then, with a hypocritical face came 
to her with the rest. 
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Lady* This was a bard trial of your 
patience, bat I hope you bore it like a 
cbrifltiao. 

Sarah. I hope I did, for I was upon 
my guard, aod resolved, let her say 
what she would, not to return an uncKii 
vord. 

Ladff. Aod how did you part ? 
^ Sdm/k. When. I offered her the fruit, 
she UAd me I might take it back to p&t 
ioto piea with the rest : that the value 
qf it was a trifle to her, but she would be' 
glad to live by honest people. This 
hort me ve^y much, but it came into my 
mind, thiat as all was brought upon me 
by my past misconduct, it wns my duty 
to bear it. I thought of my boy too, 
and resolved to set him a good example 
of patience and humility ; so I lud the 
apples down upon the table, and saying, 
I hoped she would never again have rea- 
son to suspect me or mine, I courtesied, 
and left the house. 
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You canoot thinks dear Mad«oi| tew 
happy I fell when I sat down in my owo 
kitchen, and thought oyer what 1 kid 
done ; never before had I meeklj faenie 
unjust reproaches. ^ 

Lady* You had reason, mj dear 
Sarah, to rejoice in this ; and I hope the 
pleasure you have felt from thus looking 
back upon your own conduct with ap 
probation, will encourage and ineite jea 
to go OB steadily in the same truly chris- 
tian course. 

Sarah. I hope aad think ^t a efaris- 
tiao temper is gaining ground in my 
heart, for the very day after tUs hap*- 
pened, I saw Mrs. Bennet, with her 
head lapped up in a handkerobieft and 
guesakig that she bad the tooch-ache, I 
)^i«tured to go up to her, and ask if it 
was so. She answered in her usosi 
proud way, but owned that she bad been 
kept awake the whole night before by 
the pain of a hollow tooth. A reeeipt 
of my dear mistress's came into my 
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mmdj and I inqoired whether she bad 
ever tried putting a hit of notgail into 
the hoHow ^pla^e. She answered m a 
haughty manner, that she was not foad> 
of trying those, common receipts, and,. 
tnraiDg from me, went iota the house* 

I thought a great deal of her all the 
di^^ well hnowing how much she suffer- 
ed, and, hearing the next meraing that 
she was no better, I hurried over 
ray wcHrk, and leaving the chitdren with 
my mother, resolved to go to the drug- 
gist's in town, where I used to have 
it in hopes of being able to gite her 
ease before the following night. I 
wdked as fast as I could, and though it 
was very hot, got back by five in the 
evening, and having broken the nutgali 
into small bits, went straight with it to 
Mrs. Besnet. I found her sitting at tea, 
and riitfaer easier; she received me 
verj coldly, and again refused to try 
what I had taken such pains to get for 
her ; nor did she even ask me to take 

No. III. 14* 
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tea, wbicii I would i^adif 
dooe, aft«r mj leog walkf bitt to-te 
aure, alie did aot know th«t I iiad takaa 
it on her aeeotint. Well, J:\weol »«»]r 
quite diaappointed, though I i^ill thought 
rf the .pain abouid retura, my Mboiir 
might not be thrown away ^ and the* foi- 
iowing daj, hearing that she - waa • woaae 
(hao ever, aod on the point of kendMig 
for a doetor to draw . her tooth, I woot 
to her again, and ^telling her that tfafcogh 
it might not eaae the pain for aome 
hours, it would be aure to core in tte 
end, she at length let me p^t it in« 

Lady. Thia is so valuable a receipt 
that I wish to know exactly how yon 
manage it. 

Sarah. At the end of every five or 
six hours the nntgall should be taken out, 
aod the white stuff which it draws from 
the tooth wiped away, then it must be 
pot in again. In twelve hours a fresh 
bit should be put in, and wiped as 
the other, and so you must go on, till 
'the nutgall comes out quite clean^ afier 
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Ami :for teeth ibttt are io an uapooifaitt* 
ble stal^i oftea aiAing vHbput faffing budn 
\y dacayad» a moat ancelleot, and « T#a|r; 
pleaaaol Uiing ia to lireak a lauvp of caator 
plior mtf9 a rial bottle of. water .aed :put 
a gopd cork ioto it ; aad with tbia .waak! 
your teelh aa ofteo a$ jou feel .tbeoi »Mh 
eaaj, bpkUjig it for a tine io your.iaoelk«^ 
You may every day fill, up Ike ^ tnitMei 
with «^er» eod add a liitlei camphor/ at: 
jott find it wantiag. 

LadjUn I hope to kf ar , th^t Airs* 
Benoet was r^ieved, ^od that, akie ka^t 
since 'been grateful. 

iSaroAu Io the course of the .foUov*i 
log day her huabaad told pie that abet 
wae miiok better, but I woiold not go JOf 
lest I akould seem officious ^ but yeater- 
daj as I was going by her door she atop* 
ped me, and saying my receipt bud cur- 
ed ber» asked me wjiat it cost* aa abe 
wished to pay me for it. I told her th^ 
cost waa not worth apeakiiig of» and that 
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I WM'Tftiy ghd it hmd faie^b ef 'teffke 
to ktt. She wu going to Mf •oiaotiniit 
'more, but I did not dosire to lye ptid, 
aad tlierefere ireot liastily awoy. ' She 
«M rotfolved iiowever not to be MUgti 
tk> oie» for she looii after ealted fli}r titlle 
Sally, and gare ber hair-a*GrowD. ' As I 
cMAe bere to day, I met ber, and in the 
betti oNinner I could, tbanlced ber for thii 
Ichdoest ; bot iofltead of f peaking lo me 
a»' jou do. Madam, she drew heraelf ap 
and said I was very welcome. 

Lody. Do Diot let her pride andhirtiff- 
nese discoarage you; go'on doii^ her 
all the good in your power, and te par- 
ticular be careful not to let your childreD 
molest her, and depend upon it yes wiB 
mnke her a friend at last. Have yoo 
any good news to tell me of yoor fana- 
band? 

' SlaraAl Ah ! Madam, I see no pros- 
pect ytU To be sure we have hid no 
quarrels, but that was because I woald 
not qoarrel with him. On Sunday 



d by Google 



FUkgiJKakgmi Iff 

mormg I asked bim te b«ftr litll« JftflMft 
say bis praijer, that sweat prayer wbklik 
you taught us, hoping thai wouM hawe ^ 
led to sooie good discourse ; bttt I wilk 
not shock you or expose hioi, by teiUog 
yott bow he answered me. I said mm 
more opoci. the subject, for it Would onl^ 
have put bim into a passioo, and direel«'. 
ly sfler dinner be west to the gitean, aad^ 
did not come hack iiil late at night. O 
Madam, fan heart is very haid! God 
osly kB»ws . wbetber be will ever btt 
better. 

JLadif^ Do not give up fmnt faopew 
tiilyow have made -a much longer trial; 
be patt&nt, and look up te Oodt for. e 
ble8mg m bis own good time upon-- 
yoar pious eudeavoaris. 

SartA* Thank you, Madan, tbanb 
you for the good advice, and the comfort. 
that you always give me. I bope I aat 
truly grateful io Uim for the chaago 
which I ahreadj aee in mj cbUdren. 
The three eldest have learneil tbebr* 
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prayer^ mnd love to Bay it^ and when IlMiTe 
Iwahed the iDfantto sleep, the rest kneel 
'round me whHe I repeat my own m yon 
advised tne, aloud in tfafl midat of them. 
▲Tier I had done lo laat night, JjMiea 
loefced in my face and aaid, ««TlAt 
Father, whom we have ia :heaven> » a 
great deal better I know than our fa^er 
liere, or I asi sure I could not love bim 
as you say we ought to do." 

O Madam, bow I wiahed yoo bad 
been there to answer him ; I could only 
press the dear innocent to my bosom 
and.say << Ood is mil gooifUMf and will 
make you the happiest child ia the 
world, if you will be always good." 
<<Then I will," he replied, <«I will be 
always good, and never vex yon aay 
more»" I cannot tell you how happy I 
was ; the prospect of my children beiag 
good, cheers my heart, and makes me 
think light of all my troubles. 

Lady* It ought, my dear Sarah, te 
bo the first wish of every mother's heart, 
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and the chief object of her endeaToari ; 
and where it is 8o» the will teldom fail to 
be sacceasful. 

I shall be absent from home perhaps for 
several weefcsi but I have no other <)irec* 
tioQS to leave with you, than to go on aa 
joa have begun, keeping Ood in alt 
joor thoughts, and jour duty still before 
your eyes; and if for a moment you 
sboold forget yourself, and do a wrong 
thing, or say a rash word ; be not too 
much cast down, or discouraged by it, 
but entreat pardon from your merciful 
Father, and redouble your endeavours 
not to fall into the same again. In this 
parcel you will find a few things that 
will be useful to your children, and may 
tbe Almighty keep and bless both you 
and them till we meet again. 

The good widow then put a small 
bundle into Sarah's hand, and she de- 
parted with a heart too full to suffer her 
to speak, and eyes overflowing with tears 
of grateful love. 
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It was BOW late io the daj, mA Mrs. 
Mansfield bad atill maDj things to do in 
preparation for her journey, which put 
it oot of her power to speak to Thomas 
that night. She resolved therefore to 
write him a few Ihies in the morDing, 
#bi«h she thought might have fuU as 
Biuch influence with htm during her ab- 
t^ce, as any thing that she codld bare 
said before she set out. She according- 
ly rose early, and having given her ser- 
vant particular directions respecting the 
food she was daily to provide for him, 
and for several other sick and aged per- 
sons while she was away, she sat down 
to her desk, and wrote as follows. 

My good Friend, • 
It is not without concern that I feave 
home at this time, but the illness of a 
near relation of my late dear husband 
obliges me to do so, probably for a fev 
weeks, and I cannot go without sending 
you my most earnest exhortations io go 
steadily on in the blessed path into 
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vliicfc ywk have happily entered. Toa 
ffluat Bot espect that it iriil be alwaji 
idMHith aftd easy, no passage through 
this w^rid either is, or ought to be so : 
for withoot trials and afflictions how shall 
we learn righteousness. Our beloved 
Master was ^* made perfect by suffering/' 
and shall we refuse to taste of the cup 
from which he drank so deeply i Tht 
sorrows of a christian are mingled with 
sweet hopes and consolations ; he fcnow» 
that the eye of a merciful Father watches 
over him every momenti and that he 
will lay no more upon him, than hit 
grace enables him to bear. He knowa 
too that life is short, and that an eUrnitjf 
of bliss is placed within his reach. Press 
forward then towards ** the prize of your 
high and holy calling !'^ ** Be not weary 
of well doing," — let nothing discourage 
or check your progress in christian holi- 
ness, and doubt not but that in due time 
you will reap a full harvest of joy and 
blessedness* 
No. UL 15 



d by Google 



170 FUtage Ditdf^es. 

Farewell, my friend, may *< the God 
oC our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of 
Olory, give unto you the spirit of wis- ' 
dom :'' may you ** put off the old man 
tehich is corrupt according to the deceit- 
ful luslS) and put on the new man, which 
after Ood is created in righteousness and 
true holiness." May our Lord Jesus 
Christ himself, and God, even our Father, 
who bath loved us, and given us everlast- 
ing consolation, and good hope fhroogh 
grace ; comfort your heart, and stablish 
you in every good word and work." 

Isabella Mahsfield. 

Just as this letter was finished, the 
carriage came to the door, and all her 
other preparations having been complet- 
ed the night before, the good Widov 
fftepped into it, and was driven forward 
towards Shrewsbury. 
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Mas* Mahsfibld arrived at Shrewabu- 
rj .after an easy journey of two dayS| 
and, at one of the principal inni, found 
the uncle of ber iate husband in a still 
worse state than she expected, though 
the servant who attended her had re- 
presented his master as in some danger. 
He had for some time been confined to 
his bed, and the excessive lowness of 
his spirits made him believe himself 
worse than his physicians would allow 
him to be. The coming of his niece, 
however, appeared to aSbrd him some 
cotnforf^ for having always attributed his 
recovery from the illness which attacked 
him in the house of his nephew, to her un- 
No. IF. 13 * 
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wearied care and tendernesty he tbm^t 
it possible that the same happj conse- 
queoce might follow from bef atfestian 
to hia| on the present occasion. 

The melancholy stale in which Mr. 
Mans6eld lay, was doubly oppressive to 
bim, as in the days of youlb and health- 
he had anxiously avoided every thing 
which conid lead htm to a tho«ghl of 
death. Though far advanced io life, he 
had hoped it was still far disCatil (torn 
hini and now that it seemed to approach, 
he wais filled with lerror and dismay* 
The good Widow could not converse 
with bira as she had done with her beidv- 
ed husbahd, when labouring under far 
severer bodily sufieringa, of the gracioaa 
purpose for which they were doulHlesi 
aent by the Father of mercy, and that, 
however painful a last illness might be, 
a good man would be enabled to endure 
it patiently, and even with thankfulness, 
by the joyful hope of its removing him 
from a world of sin and sorrow, and 
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opeong to bioi the gates of ererlatting 
life. 

Sock discoarte a« thisy whicfa is sooth- 
iog and delightful to the mind of the 
djbg GbristiaD, as it assists hiin to look 
steadilj forward to the unseen state, was 
paiofol and distressing to this worldly* 
minded man. Nothing but a hope of 
recoTery seemed in the least to revive 
him ; capable as his niece was of assii/t- 
iog him to prepare for a change which 
in the common course of things jcould 
not be long delayed, even if it did not 
immediately take place, be had no wish 
to benefit bytber piety and good sense. 
He well knew that her ideas of what the 
Christian character required, stood so 
much higher than he hitherto had, or in 
future should be willing to aspire lo the 
practice of, that he feared to hear her 
speak upon the subject ; for though he 
was at times full of terror with the ap- 
prehensions of what would be his con- 
dition in that unknown world, upon th^ 
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very borders of which be seemed to 
stand, his faculties were for the most 
part so benumbed by. his disorder, that 
be had no power even to intend a future 
change of conduct, if he should be again 
restored to health ; and all that he at 
present desired, was as much as possible 
to drive the subject from his thoughts. 
He had always believed religion to be 
a gloomy, melancholy thing ; and those 
who have been so unhappy as to form 
this false notion of piety, and have ban- 
ished it from their days of youth and 
health, must, like Mr. Mansfield, feel the 
misery of wanting its firm ^pport in (be 
weakness of declining years, and io the 
anguish and weariness of a sick-bed. 

To find her uncle in this deplorable 
state of mind, though little more than 
she feared from her former knowledge of 
his character, was very painful to the 
good Widow ; but she plainly saw that 
it was not then a time to attempt more, 
than to lessen as far as it was possible, 
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bis bodily sHfieriogs ; and in this she sac- 
ceeded much bejond her hopes. Dur- 
iog the first week, she hardly left him day 
or night, and he felt such coufldence and 
satiafactioD io what she did, and was so 
ready to comply with all the directions 
of the doctors, giTen through her, 4hat 
a considerable degree of amendment took 
place, and he was soon after pronounced 
out of danger. This gave the sincerest 
pleasure both to uncle and niece ; to the 
first because he had, for the present, 
escaped from an event which he dreaded 
sven to think of; and to the latter, as 
•he hoped the fears and terrors he had 
10 lately felt, would dispose him to such 
a change of conduct, as would lessen the 
probability of their return, upon a similar 
occasion. 

As soon as Mr. Mansfield was suffi« 
ciently recovered to be removed with 
safety, she prevailed upon him to go into 
private lodgings in an airy part of the 
town, neiur the quarry, in which delight* 
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fal walk the often indulged herself with 
a Bolifarjr stroll. She would gladly have 
been excused from (he regular airings in 
his carriage, which her uncle took twice a 
day, but as he was desirous of her com- 
pany, she would not refuse it to him. 
On pne of these occasions, as they drove 
by the hospital and school, which was 
endowed by a person of the name of 
Millingtoo, for the benefit of a certain 
number of the aged and the jouog, 
*< What a pleasure is it,'' said she, ^' to 
look upon a building like this, where 
old age and poverty are consoled and 
comforted, and the young instructed, and 
enabled, to earn their bread with honest/ 
and credit/' 

Mr. Mansfield. I do not like tfae 
way of getting to heaven by endowing 
schools and hospitals when we^die. It 
is cheating our relations, and giving awa; 
nothing that we ourselves can use. 

hadjf. I agree with you, dear Sir, 
that the truly liberal man is he who 
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spares from hit own present expeosesy 
to relieve the necessities of others. 
That alone can be called true Christian 
charitj, or real generosity. Bot if mj 
fortune were large, add my heirs well 
provided for, the manner of my disposing 
of it would depend much upon their 
characters. 

Ifr. Mansfield^ Then I suppose if 
they were gay, fashionable people, and 
lived in a handsome (tyle, you would 
cut them oS* with a shilling, and leave 
all that you are worth to the poor. 

Lady. 1 should indeed be most un- 
willlDg that uiy fortune, whether' great 
or small, should go to furnish second 
courses, superfluous horses and carriages, 
superb dresses, or any other expenses 
of the like kind ; as it would add nothing 
to the happiness or respectability of its 
owner, but as far as it went, serve to 
spread and increase the fatal infection 
of that vanity and luxury which already 
overflow the land. Therefore if my 
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nearest relatioos were of that deicrip- 
tioD, I would inquire for some who were 
worthier, if more distaot, and if I had 
00 such kindred, I would look out 
amongst mj aGquaintances, for some 
whose conduct had proved that ihtj 
merited more of this world's goods, tbn 
fortune had bestowed upon them, and I 
should think myself fuHj justified io 
leaving a large ^part of my property t« 
these ; and to all charitable and pious in* 
stitntions to which I contributed, I shonld 
hold it my duty, if I believed my heirs 
not likely to continue them, to leave 
such a sum of money, as would prevest 
their suffering any loss by my death. 

Mr. Mansfield. Then if your daugh- 
ter had married a man of fortune, and 
lived ID itplendour, 1 suppose you wosld 
have disinherited her as far as it was in 
your power. 

Lady. If the Almighty had spared 
my darling child, it would have beei 
far from my wish to have seen her in the 
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HtoatioD tfaat you mention. The ditpo* 
sal of a large property, particularly in 
early life, ia a hard trial of virtue ; yet, 
jonag as she was, such were her dispo* 
litioB and principles, that I am persuad- 
ed, if left to herself, she would have felt 
it aa a trusty a sttwardship^ to be one day 
strictly accounted for. But had she 
been married \o a man who chose to spend 
a large income in vanity and selfish grati- 
fications, it might have been otherwise ; 
my child might have been dazzled by 
the false glare of worhliy grandeur, and 
flattered for a time into a forgetfulness 
of ber superiour duties : but had it been 
BO, I should not have thought it right to 
deprive her of the inheritance of her 
parents; though I might think myself at 
liberty to bestow liberal legacies where 
I thought they would be likely to pro- 
OAOte real goodness, and add to virtuous 
hapfitiiess. 

Mr. Mansfield. Your ideas and sen* 
^*ioaent9 remind me of your husband's 

Ao. IV. 16 
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father ; be used to talk as you do tiov. 
But, oij dear madam, what great good 
can it do, for one person, and one who 
has little power or influence, thus to 
set op her own opinions and order her 
conduct, in opposition to all the world. 
Suppose you go on thus during your 
iirhole life, wearing your widow's weeds, 
and giving up all the pleasures, and nea^ 
ly all the comforts which your rank re- 
quires ; who will be the gainers by these 
great sacrifices on your part? a feir 
poor thankless men and women, who will 
be idle because you give so much, sod 
abuse you because yon give no more. 

Lady. The chief good that I hope 
to do, 1 own, respects myself. My own 
is principally (be present pleasure, and 
the future advantage. By following as 
closely as I can the will of God, as 
made known to me by his Son and Mes- 
senger, Jesus Christ, I secure to myself 
<* that peace of mind, which passeth all 
understanding," which in my happf 
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dajfl increased my felicity a hundred 
foldj and in the heavy alBlctions with 
which I have since been visited, has 
sopportedy and I may almost say, made 
me victorious over every sorrow. For, 
deprived as I am of a husband who was 
my guide, my teacher, my support and 
comforter, and of a darling child, who 
was the delight and solace of my widows 
ed hoora,— I am not unhappy. I have 
still my Heavenly Father, him, who gave 
me all those blessings, which for wise 
and good reasons he has now thought 
proper to withdraw. I feel that he is 
always with me, because I endeavour 
constantly to employ myself in his work, 
lam content, solitary as my condition 
may be thought, to remain here as long 
as he sees fit ; nay, I strive to be thank- 
ful for every added day, as it gives me 
a fresh opportunity of proving my de- 
votion to him. But when the summons 
comes, which will take me to Him, my 
Creator, Father, Friend! to be where 
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my gbnfied Master now is, and fo joic 
tbose dear ones whom wMIe on earth he 
taught me io love, — 1 friitt that I shall 
meet it joyfuity, fully eonfident in the 
gracious promise, that '*ali who die id 
Christ, will God bring with him.'' Bot 
to ensure this joy^ this triufnph even in 
the presence of the ** king of terrors,** I 
must ** be steadfast, onmoveable, always 
abounding in the work of the Lord.** 

Here the widow, much affected, paoi- 
ed for some time ; but her uncle remain- 
ing silent, she thus went on. 

Lady. With respect to the poor 
people, upon whom I bestow what time 
and money 1 can spare, I am careful to 
prevent the latter from being an encoa^ 
agement to idleness. Extreme want and 
hopeless poverty, I am persuaded, ot 
tener lead to that than even mistaken 
charity. What 1 give is chiefly bestow* 
ed upon the aged and the sick, and to 
aflbrd instruction to the young* We 
cannot be deceived with respect to the 
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real claims of these, and for their grati- 
tude, I never propose that to oijself as 
an incitement to benevolent actions, 
though I rejoice where it appears, as a 
proof of good dispositions in the person 
who shows it« 

To me it is no sacriOce to give up 
what are called the pleasures of life. In 
the bouse of my guardian, with whom 
you know I lived for some years before 
my marriage, I had an opportunity of 
knowing their real value ; and I am con- 
vinced, that though the amusements and 
the vanities in which persons of large 
fortunes often dissipate their time and 
money, may appear tempting to those 
who are not sharers in them, they are 
far from affording real or lasting satisfac- 
tion. Often have I witnessed hours of 
discontent, vexation and disappointment, 
for the merest trifles. Sick of them- 
selves, and tired of the company which 
it cost them so much to entertain, they 
have been miserable from that weakness 

No. IV. 16* 
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of mtnd which arose from the worthiest- 
nen of their dailj pursuits and etoploy- 
meuts. 

Of this wretchedness t bare partaken, 
feelipg restless and unhappy, without in 
reality knowing what I had to complain 
of, and in this state of. apparent pros- 
perity and cheerfulness, but frequent 
and increasing discontent, every good 
disposition which nature had bestowed 
upon me would have been absorbed and 
lost, bad not your nephew rescued me 
from this worse than Egyptian bondage, 
a slavery to the foolish fashions of the 
world, and taught me to live in obedi- 
ence to the laws of Him ** whose service 
is perfect freedom." 

Mr. Mansfield. Few ladies but your* 
self would have been prevailed upon to 
quit the pleasures and luxuries of a great 
house, for the dufness and simple fare of 
a rural habitation in a country village; 
and I think even you must in some r^ 
spects have regretted the change* 
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Lady. The trii<^ affection and regard 
which I felt for your nephew made his 
companj a constant delight and improv- 
ment to me : every hour of it that 1 en- 
]oyed« raised my heart more and more 
from the empty and unsatisfying enjoy- 
ments of the present scene, towards that 
better country to which my dear instruc- 
tor was BO soon removed. 

Mr. Mansfield. And could your 
spirits bear to be continually employed 
on serious subjects ? Had you no heavy, 
melancholy hours ? 

Lady. Did you find us melancholy? 
Did you perceive any traces of such 
hours, during the few, weeks that you 
spent with us. 

Mr. Mansfield. 1 must own that I 
never did. There was an appearance of 
satisfaction and happiness in your hus- 
band's countenance and manner, as well 
as your own, that I ^11 confess surpris- 
ed and puzzled me. His close attention 
to study, and to visiting his flock, par- 
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ticniarlj the sick, faoltj, or onfortuiiate, 
which I had inaiiy opportunities of ob- 
temog, seemed a slavery to me, accos- 
tomed as I had been to a life of busi- 
ness ; jet it appeared no fatigue to bioi. 
Once I recollect his going in a wet aod 
stormy day, a walk of several miles, to 
see a person who had just had a con- 
siderable loss by the failure of his ban- 
ker, which afiected him so much, that 
he was taken dangerously ill. My 
nephew, I remember, gave me a full ac-. 
count of the poor man's situation, sayiffg 
that he could not possibly carry on the 
business by which be had maintained 
and hoped to provide for his famiij) 
without the immediate loan of a pretty 
large sum of money. Your husband, 
like his father, had a sweet, yet pene- 
trating eye, and he turned it full upon 
me, saying *< I can be answerable for the 
honesty and industry it this man, and 
hope I shall be able to get it for binif 
though I know he can give no other se- 
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curitj for its re-paymeot." I knew by 
hia look and manner what he meant, and 
ihottid bave offered sometbrng towards 
k, though I am not fond of lending mon* 
ey, but just at that lime I had made a 
hrge purchase in land, and' had only 
enough left for my current expenses* 

Lady. I well remember the time aod 
circumtftanpe that you speak of. My 
dear husband, that evening/ consulted 
me upon the matter, and we agreed to 
supply him with a thousand pounds, 
which prospered so well, that he hat 
since been enabled to enlarge his busi- 
ness, aod though he paid regnfar interest 
for it from the first, he last year returned 
the whole sum. 

Mr. Mansfidd. A thousand pounds 
was a great deal of money for you to 
risk out of your small property. 

Lady. It was so; but this was a 
great occasion. The credit, the well 
doing, nay, perhaps the very life of a 
worthy man seemed to depend upon it. 
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and the excellence of his character Ter/ 
much lessened the risk. 

JIf r. MansJUld* He might have been, 
nnfortunate a second timci and I think 
you had hardlj a right to venture so 
large a part of your child's figure (at' 
tune, especially as your constant chari- 
ties would have prevented your layiDg 
by any thing to make it up* 

Lady. Suppose, dear suTi an oppor- 
tunity had been offered us, of making a 
very great adi^ntage of that sum « would 
you have blamed our imprudence ^r 
running an equal risk? It would not 
have caused our ruin if we had lost it 

Mr* Mansfield. I have run some 
risks myself in the way of trade, though 
1 never went the lengths that others did; 
but then I had my fortune to mske, 
and the old saying is " never^ venture^ 
never win," Nothing great is to be gaio- 
ed without jfrcol exertions. 

Lady. Upon that principle we act- 
ed. We were striving for a kingdom/ 
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I heavenlj kingdom, a crown of glory 
that fadetb not away ! And what could 
be more likely to further us in (bis 
great object, to recommend us to Htm 
in whose hand the disposal of it is, than 
doing our utmost to assist a worthy, suf- 
fering fellow creature. *< In as much as 
ye haTC done it to the least of these my 
brethren, ye have done it unto me," says 
our blessed Master ; and who that has 
heard these gracious words, can hesitate 
to perform a kind and generous action, 
whenever the happy opportunity offers 
itself. 

Mr. Mansfield. I cannot say that I 
have thought much about these king- 
doms in the clouds ; but I have contrived 
to get a pretty solid property here upon 
earth, which, though it may not be of 
the very glorious kind that you speak 
of, I can see, and reap some present 
benefit from. As to what will happen 
hereafter, we know little about it, but 
I hope I shall fare as well as my neigh* 
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boujrs, though jou perhaps thmk otte^ 
wise. A 

Lady. God Torbid that I should jii4|ra 
aoj man* **To his' own master he 
standeth or falleth/' Bat I will ovn 
that I am greatlj hurt bj youtfkxpresi- 
sion of *< kingdoms in the cloods." If 
you are so unfortunate as to doubt cos* 
cerning the revealed will of God, sod 
want faith in the promises which he hath 
given us by his Son, — I do indeed pitf 
your condition. To live in the worU 
without feeling that we are under /Ac 
constant care and protection of its Al- 
mighty Ruler, whatever may be our 
rank or possessions in it, /oust be uoit 
forlorn and wretched. 

Mr. Mansfield. Why to own the 
truth, though I have attained considera- 
ble wealth, I cannot boast of much happi' 
ness : nor have I any notion of the sort 
of happiness which you seem to enjo/' 
Tell me in what your religion chiefly 
consists ? 
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tsody* Firit and principsJIy in the 
love of God* To feel and know that 
there is a Beitig of absolote power, in- 
Boite wisdom^ and perfect goodness, wbp 
S^^^ ttiJtfe> a^nd everj moment watches 
OTer mJPnvho is our tender father, atid 
will << make all things work together fot 
good to those who lore him T' To be 
folly assured of this, should reconcile 
us to all the evils that can befall up dur* 
ing our short abode upon earth : indeed 
it cannot fail of doing so bj ererj one 
who feels this mightj blessing as he 
ought. Thus faith in the revealed will 
or God, at once removes from our minds 
all the misery and trouble which would 
otherwise spring from the trjing and 
calaanitQus events of life. The true 
believer may be " troubled on every 
side, yet not distressed ; perplexed, but 
not in despair ; peraecuted, but not for- 
saken ; cast down, but not destroyed ;" 
looking meekly up to heaven,. he resigns 
his will to the will of his Creator, know- 
No. ir. If 
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ing that << the end of righteottfliieii is 
peace and assarance for ever V* d 

Mr. Mansfield. Well madam, I do ^ 
conceive that there may be much cooi- 
fort and coDaolation in this : reU|bo daei 
appear to be a real lupport m/tb dayi 
of calamity and affliction; but wht 
amends does it make toa prosperous nan 
for depriving him of all the pleasares 
and indulgences which a plentiful fortune 
puts within his power? I mean, what 
equivalent will it bestow upon him duriog 
bis abode in this world, for so great a 
sacrifice ? 

Lady. When a true love of God bai 
taken possession of the heart of any man, 
it is lifted far above what are called tbe 
pleasures and enjoyments of life. Vani- 
ty and luxury seem contemptible in fail 
eyes. Instead of envying, he will pily 
those possessors of wealth, who know do 
better use of it than to indulge selfish 
gratifications, and a mean desire of ap* 
pearing superior in rank and riches, to 
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tliose who perhaps excel them Jo everj 
useful and valuable qoalitj* 

Troe religion, by planting the loYe of 
God in our hearts, lifts them far above 
'' the p^ of life." Nothing but virtue 
appearPRvely and dignified in the eyes 
of a truly pious man, and be respects 
that equally, whether he finds it in the 
palace of the noble, or the cottage of the 
peasant. And as the pomp and- glare of 
the world tfo'not dazde, neither can its 
pleasures seduce him. He knows that 
tinfe is t^ most valuable article which 
he possesses, and sensible that he shall 
hereafter be called to a strict account 
for the use which he has made of every 
day and hour, he dreads to waste any 
part, in the idle amusements which swal- 
low up so large a share of it among the 
rich and gay. This conduct you will 
perhaps call strictness, and gloomy self* 
denial : but view the real christian, when 
instead of consuming his hours in visit* 
ing those to whom his presence or his 



d by Google 



■fi^<— iJMi iN * 



absence is iiearlj alike iodifierent, uoleM 
as he adds one to th* show of their eo* 
tertainment, and an additional admirer 
of its splendour, >-^view bim eltrrytog cms* 
fort to the house ef mouroi0g,^|keerhig 
tfae palid face of poverty i otmmng tbe 
gate of instruction fo the youn^, and 
soothing tfae latter days of the aged! 
See the true fbllower of Ohritt thus tike a 
ministering angel brightening every coon* 
tenance, and gladdening every heart that 
he approaches, and then teil me wbedier 
the good man is not the happy man? #ee 
him too in his peacefel diretting, amidat 
the small circle of his chosen frieada, 
those who like himself are devoled to 
the glory of Ood, and tfae good of their 
fellow creatures ; see him at fails frugal 
but hospitable board, with such guesta, 
and a grateful and affectionate family 
surrounding it ; see the kindness, the ia* 
telligence which beams in every eye, 
and speaks in every senten€e,«-*8nd tiieB 
tell me whether a splendid sakKm^ a 
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traio of servants, >r .a variet j of rich 
dishes and costly wines, could add to the 
enjoyment, or increase the real dignity 
of such a man ? 

Mr. Mansfield. You paint from the 
heart, diHtr madam, and dip your pencil 
in glowing colours ! 

Lady. Ah sir — I draw my picture 
from a dear original, who at this moment 
seems to stand before my eyes. It is 
my beloved husband whom I have thus 
endeavoured to sketch out; and I had 
from my own experience, while I shared 
this blessed life with him, a full proof 
that religion hath the power of bestow- 
ing much happiness in this world : but 
the largest and dearest part of the pre- 
sent enjoyment of a pious man, consists 
in looking forward to the glories and feli- 
Gities of another state, which the clear 
and steady eye of faith opens to his 
view. 

No. IV. ir * 
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Mr. Mansfijtli. Tdl me aiot« jim» 
\y what you meAii bjr faiths a&d what 
you call a saving faUh. 

Lady. The first and grand artkie of 
Faith, is a belief in the being aodfperfec- 
tions of God. Upon this faad^all tfct 
rest: and as we may aimoat aay thtt 
nature has implanted it in every h«srt, 
so it is confirmed mud strengtbened bj 
every object that she presents to ear 
view. ** The heavens declare the glory 
of Ood, and the firmaooent sheireth hit 
handy work. Day unto day iitteretk 
speech, and night unto night sfaewelh 
knowledge. There is no speecli nor Ian* 
gtiage where their voice is not heard*** 

That the Maker of the world is alh 
powerful and goodf is manifest to every 
rational creature ; but to know the pa^ 
ticulars of his goodness, and to gain t 
knowledge of his will, we must examine 
the precious volume in which he is more 
fully revealed to mahkind. Here we 
have most convincing evidence of kip 
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gfmeioiM islerfer6iice» to reicue his cre»- • 
tures from the stale of idolatry ami 
iricfcednsss, ioto which they h%4 phii^ed 
themaelTeli in the earlj ages of the worldl 
Ail the particulars of the Jewish history 
are so etriking, atid at the same tifise so ^ ^ 
artless and coosistenty as lo ieave no im* 
presaioD ott the mind of tlie reader, but 
one fftvoarable to their certainty add 
truth; aod the atiracles performed hy 
Meses oai^ry with then such clear evi« 
deoce Ri the atteslation of a cUxtd of 
witoesaes, amongst whom, while the fads 
were recent, Ihejr were cemaiitted to 
writings and with the other books of the 
Otd Testaflaent deiivered down from fa- 
ther to S0O for -maiijr ages, eveo to tht 
present day t and in the dispersed^ and 
fertoro state in i^bieh this people, as a, 
punishment for their obstinate rejection 
of tbe Messiah, have been suffered to 
renain lor nearly etgbteeo hnndred yeara, 
tbey strll hold them as sacred as their 
fortfathers, who reoeived these "fhroly 
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oracles'' fron eye witoeMes of their 
truth. 

It it irapoftsible for as to have dearer 
eridence pt ** things not seen," than the 
Jewish scriptures afford, and fppmi thk 
fouodation our christian faith -is bailt* 
To Abraham the father of the Jews was 
a promise giTeo, that from bim should 
descend one ** in whom all the ostioDS 
of the earth should be blessed;'* soda 
most remarkable prophecy of Christ was 
uttered by Moses in these words, "A 
prophet shall the Lord your God raise 
up unto you^ of your brethreo« like usto 
Die; him shall ye hear." Many pre- 
dictions are-^to be found in the Old Tes« 
tament, describing him as one who would 
be <* despised and rejected of meo! ^ 
roan of sorrows, and acquainted with 
grief." That he should be '' led as a 
lamb to the slaughter; and as| a sheep 
before her shearers is dumbt so should 
he not open bis mouths" Yet be should 
be /* the Prince of Pesce, the Father of 
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the Age;" the *< govemioettt.theuld, be 
upim hi% sfaotildert," and <' the spirit of 
the Lford God be tipoD him." 

In file New. Teetament we have a bie« 
tory of (be m'mmtty of iem^ Chrief, of 
tk docfriaea Ihel be taught, and tbe 
miraeleB that be vrongbl ; and a firm be- 
lief that be waa tbe prepbet tbiia pro*i( 
nised to tbe worid| is tbe trme chrisiifm 
fiiitk^ Wliatever loajr hare been aioco 
imiited npoD by diflR^rent cborcbea and 
Kcfs of cbristiaaa, ail tbat our Lord 
Umself reqoired, wafi an acknowledgment 
tlitt id waa the Messiah, the Christy 
tke sen of ibe liviog God.'' And to 
thh faitfa aotfaing was added by tbe 
Apostles, but tbe great article of God'a 
leaving sealed the truth of bis commia* 
siof^j rafisfng bim from tbe dead. And 
this is all tbat is warranted by scripture 
to be called chrietran faith t and to make 
rtiis a iaving faiths it must be accom* 
ponied by a sincere and babitual en* 
detvear aftef beliness of hoaft aad life* 
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Mr. M«i»6eM reflected for soaetiioe 
in Hlence, and Ihen replied^ ** Tour le* 
lijsion, iDj dear niece, U coosisfeot and 
rational ; my mind asaenia to what 701 
aay, but 1 am not prepared to act opoii 
it. I aee that you are happier tbao I| 
though you want many things that I 
" deem neceaaary to common ease and 
comfort. Your happineaa too is of a 
better kind, than that which I have all 
my life been aiming at: for supposing 
my large fortune could really briog me 
all the enjo^meitta which I once expect- 
ed from it, still bad health, and the ap- 
proach of age with ita curt (cm infinni- 
ties, must come, and deprive me of all) 
while to you none of these things are 
evils. Ad illness is only a trial of yoor 
faith and patience, an opportunity of ap* 
proving both before Ood; and what I 
call the miseries of advanced years, wiD 
be jto yon only an assurance that the 
great and glorious change for which joor 
whole life haa been a constant prepara* 
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tlon, cannot be long delajed. O madam, 
yoa have indeed ** chosen that better 
part/' which I trust jou will never suffer 
to be taken from you. 

Ladjf. Then spoke the uncle of my 
beloved husband ! O sir, let these tears 
witoess with what earnestness I wish, 
that to a conviction of ^* the truth as it 
is in Jesus,'' yon would add that neces* 
lary part, a truly christian life. If any 
tbing that I have been able to say should 
contribute to#ards it, you know not the 
delight, the happiness that it would give 
me. 

Mr. Sfansfidd. Ah madam, there it 
often a wide gutph between the know* 
ledge of what is right,, and the practice 
of it. I can promise nothing to you or to 
myself. The world, and the things of 
the world have for more than sixty years 
been winding themselves about my heart, 
and it is no easy tabk to get released 
from such a bondage. Habits of luxury 
and indigence have long had full posset* 
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f ioo of me, aad to tear myself from thev 
grasp seems little less tkuk dividing booI 
and bodj. What yoa have said hal 
made me wish it had been otherwise, bi 
to do more is perhaps bejood mj po^ 
•r : I will neilJber deceive joa nor vaj' 
self by sajing otherwise. . 

Lady. Will joo sometimes allow m% 
to renew the subject ? believe me» sir, it 
will every time be more ioterestiogi aod 
at length become delightfuK 

Mr. Mansfield. Not much of ibat 
at present, my dear niece* If it was onij 
to talk about religion, I might perbps 
get over my habitual aversion to it, but 
I am well aware that you would carry 
me much further. I have not made up 
my mind to give away half the fortune 
which I have spent my best days in toil- 
ing for ; nor is my state of health such 
€t present as to make it prudent thus to 
nutate my mind even with thinking of it. 

The good widow again shed tears, but 
of a different kind from those which bad 
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fallen from h^r eyes wben she believed 
that she bad succeeded in touching the 
heart of her uncle, and convincing hiiii 
of the unprofitable manner in which a 
Ijarge part of his time and fortune were 
DOW bestowed. Those were tears of 
benevolent hope, but these of bitter dis* 
appointment. She wondered how a man 
of understanding, and such Mr. Mansfield 
really was, could be so blind to his own 
interest and happiness as to shut his eyes 
against the full conviction of truths which 
he knew most deeplj^ concerned his ever* 
lasting welfare: and rather than break 
off from the. idle and worthless habits of 
his former life, hazard the fearful risk of 
being called, unprepared, before that aw- 
ful tribunal where a strict account of 
every man's dealings with God and hia 
fellow creatures will be required. She 
had several times during his illness pro- 
posed reading to him from the sacred 
volume, but he always excused himself, 
under Che pretence of being too weak to 
No. IV. 18 
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attend ; Ihoagh he often asked her to 
take up the newspaper, which was dailj 
laid upon the breakfast table, and on ac- 
count of the peculiar softness of her 
Toice, expressed a high degree of plea- 
sure in hearing her. Siie resolved how- 
ever, for a time, to comply with his re- 
quest, and forbear to introduce the sub- 
ject which was nearest to her heart, 
though fullj resolved not to leave him 
till sbe had at least made one trial more. 
Mr. Mansfield's health was now so 
much imprbved that he was able to walk 
out, and receive the visits of several gen- 
tlemen of the town who called upon him, 
and his niece, feeling that the task was 
performed which a regard to the memory 
of her beloved husband had induced her 
to undertake, greatly wished to return to 
a home, which, though solitary, was still 
the object of her warm attachment, oo 
account of the happy and virtuous dajfl 
and years that she had spent in it, and 
because she felt that it was there still ifi 
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iier power to contribute to the comfort 
and iaiprovement of many. Her uncle 
waa verj umviiling to part with ber, the 
sweetness and kindness of her manners, 
and the good sentie and unaffected piety 
which be had now for several weeks had 
an opportunity of daily observing in her, 
had greatly endeared her to him, and he 
earnestly proposed her spendipg the au- 
tumn with him at Bath, which tie thought 
would be an agreeable change of scene, 
and an advantage to her health, which 
was in a delicate state, and appeared to 
want such a recruit: but she declined 
these kind invitations, and with much re- 
luctance he at length consented that she 
shoLid leave him the following week. 

On Sunday, the day before that of her 
intended departure, as she was preparing, 
according to her constant custom, to at- 
tend the public worship of God, she was 
most agreeably surprised by Mr. Mans- 
field's offering to accompany her, which 
though she had more than once proposed 
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bis doing, he had till this time declined. 
It was the afternoon tervice, which the/ 
could attend without iocoovenieoce» as, 
to accommodate her, the dinner was oe- 
Ter served till it was over. The minis- 
ter prayed in so solemn and impressive a 
nanner that Mr. Mansfield's mind was in 
a considerable degree affected. The 
■ermon enfokced and illustrafed the bean- 
tifiil parable of the talents; the duty of 
makirji; a vigorous and animated use of 
those intrusted to us was powerfully en* 
forced by the exa^nple of the " good and 
faithful servants,'' who for their zeal and 
activity in the work appointed to them, 
were exalted to stations of high honour 
and feliciiy in the glorious kingdom of 
their Lord : while he who had led a life 
of slothful indulgence, neither improving 
himself, nor benefiting his fellow crea- 
tures by the abilities which God had be* 
■towed upon him, was *' cast into outer 
darkness, where there is weeping aad 
tnashio]g of teeth." 
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Mr. Mansfield paid a deep atfention to 
this affecting discoiirde, and after bis re- 
turn home bis niece tbought she saw 
something in bis countenance and manner 
wbicb seemed to saj, that' it bad made a 
flerioiis impression upon him. Little was 
said by either during dinner, but when it 
was removed, and (be servants with- 
drawn ; sbe resolved not to los« this op* 
portunit J of endeavouring to awaken him 
to a sense of bia real condition. Her 
eipressive features declared her inten- 
tions, before ber tongue could utter tbem, 
and ber uncle, after fixing bis eyes for a 
minute upon her face, thus addressed 
her : 

Mr. Mansfield. I know, my dear 
Diece, you wish to ask me whether I am 
not affected by (be solemn service W€ 
have to-day been engaged in ; and with 
a sermon, wbicb seemed as if particularly 
directed to me; and I will own to you 
that both have reached my heart. Dur- 

Ao. IV. 18 * 



d by Google 



21 (K ^*^^S* Oiahgues, 

iiig the many jears tfai^ I spent abroad^ 
I never entered a place' of public wor- 
abip, and since my return home, I have 
been in the habit of making Sunday a 
travelling day, a day for writing letters, 
and in short, a day for any purpose rath- 
er than the one for which it is design- 
ed ; and to confess the truth I have hith- 
erto looked upon public worship as a 
matter of form rather than real useful- 
ness, thinking that if a man was disposed 
to pray or read, he might do it at least 
with equal advantage in his parlour or 
bis closet/ But my experience of to-day 
has convinced me of the contrary, and if 
I was to continue in Shrewsbury, 1 think 
I should prove it by my conduct. 

hady. And why only in Shrewsbu- 
ry ? Are there no gospel ministers, no 
teachers of the doctrines of Christ but in 
Shrewsbury ?,—• You told me yester- 
day that you wished for iht power of 
doing something that would add to nay 
faappinessy and really oblige mei aod 
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oow, dear sir, I will put ^oor Bincerity 
to the proof. Are jou dinpoaed to do 
me a great favoar which is completely 
within jour power. 

Mr. Mansfield, I am, dear inadaai. 
Name your request, and I can almost 
pro'uiHe not to refuse it. 

Lady. Promise me then, that where- 
€ver you are, if jour health wilt permit, 
70U will in future constanllj attend pub- 
lic worship on Sundays ; and this not 
merely io the morning, as if in compliance 
with the customarj^ forms of the world, 
but twice in the day ; that if a favourable 
impression should be made, it may be 
again repeated, before the first wears off. 
I know you too well to doubt, that if you 
give your word, you will fully comply 
with the spirit of my request : And I 
shall look upon such a promise as more 
than a recompence for all the obligations 
which you kindly tell me I have la^id upon 
you. 
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Mr. Mansfield. You arc surclj a 
most exiraoidinary woman, and should 
have been a fellow labourer with those 
bofj men who in old times were commis- 
sioned to convert a sinful world. Bat I 
am not worthy of jour pious endeavours. 
Think again, dear madam : my indolence 
is perhaps greater than my avarice, and 
I would rather supply your benevolence 
with something considerable for the poor, 
than undertake thus to fetter myself one 
day in seven. Come chuse again* 

Lady. Excuse me, sir ; you are at 
full liberty to refuse this my earnest re- 
quest, but 1 will make no other'; and I 
cannot express th^ pleasure which your 
compliance with this would give me. 

Mr. Mansfield. Your kindness and 
your ditimterested goodness make you ir- 
resistible. You have twice saved my 
life, and you are now labouring for the 
salvation of my soul ! Well, madam, 
your request is granted : and in return 
for this Gouipliauce, I have to ask tfaa^ 



d by Google 



FiOagi DidUgu^. 213 

jou will Dever enter the house of Ood 
wilhout remembering roe in your pray- 
ers. This will give me some confidence 
in the efficacy of what you have required 
from me* 

Lady. Then now, and ever, dear sir, 
yon have my must fervent prayers, that 
you may imbibe a truly Christian spirit, 
and increase in virtne and in happiness, 
to the latest period of your earthly pil- 
grimage, — and when that shall close, may 
we meet in those celestial regions where 
horme«fl and felicity will be ever increas- 
ing, and never fear an end ! 

Mrs. Mansfield, much affected, rose 
up, and taking the hand of her uncle, 
tenderly pressed it to her lips* He was 
greatly moved, and affectionately em- 
bracing her, took from his desk a note of 
considerable value, earnestly entreating 
her acceptance of it ; but this she steadi- 
ly, though thankfully, refused* ^' Give 
it then amongst your poor neighbours,'' 
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said be, *< if you are resolved io take 
nothing for yourself, surely you caonot 
scruple to do that." / 

Lady. For that purpose I will grate- 
fully receive whatever you are pleased 
to give, piovided you will come and wit- 
Dess the effects of your liberality, and 
accept the thanks and blessings of those 
on whom it is beiittowed. Come, 107 
dear uncle, come and distribute your 
own t)ounty ; come and enliven my soli- 
tary habitation by a visit of a few weeks 
in the course of the next summer, sod I 
will do all that is io my power to make it 
agreeable to you. 

Mr. 3lansjield. I accept your invi- 
tation, my dear madam ^ but make no 
expensive or troublesome preparationi 
for ray reception. My servants and 
horses shall be at the village inn, and I 
will live in your own plain and simple 
way* Who knows but 1 may there ac- 
quire a taste for that solid happiness 
which springs from virtue^ and unfetter 
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my heart from a gross and selfish world* 
Tou said the other day, that I ought not 
to quit a place where I have so noanifest- 
Ij experienced the mercy of God, in a 
recovery from a dangerous illness, with- 
out leaving some mark of gratitude be- 
hind, I will therefore give a part of this 
note between the Infirmary, which I bear 
is well conducted, and extensively use- 
ful, and the school for the instruction of 
poor children, which I find is a new in- 
stitution, and may want support. 

hady* A thousand times do I thank 
jou for the pleasure which this generous 
resolution gives me* Often from my 
lonely dwelling shall my prayers ascend 
to the throne of mercy,—- to the " God 
and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, of 
whom the whole family in heaven and 
earth is named, that he would grant you, 
according to the riches of his glory, to be 
strengthened with might in the inner man ; 
that Christ may dwell in your heart by 
faith :'' being confident that "he who hath 
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begun a good work \6 you, will perform it 
until the daj of Jesus Christ." 

Mr. Mansfield. Enough, enougb, my 
dear niece ; I have to-day heard more 
on this affecting aubject than my nerves 
can bear. My spirits too are low with 
the prospect of your speedy departure, 
and between both, i feel that optum will 
hardly have the power of composiog 
them to night. 

Mrs. Mansfield had some difficulty in 
turning her thoughts from the pious con- 
templations in which they delighted to 
indulge, and fixing them on the common 
affairs of the world : but it now seemed 
necessary, and during the remainder of 
the evening she tried her utmost skill 
to cheer and amuse her uncle in his own 
way ; and succeeded so well, that bit 
spirits by degrees rose to their usual 
level, and be in his turn entertained her 
with some instances which had been re- 
lated to him of the liberal dealings of her 
husband's fatfaeri who^ though he ne?er 



Digitized by Google 



Village Dialogues. 217 

was rich, had found means materially to 
befriend many, and some times by lend- 
ing snaall sums of money to industrious 
young men, and at the same time assist- 
ing tbem with his advice and recommen- 
dations, had laid the foundation of re- 
spectable and worthy families, and of 
fortunes much larger than his own. Mr. 
Mansfield had before hinted at some of 
these circumstances, as instances of folly 
and imprudence in his brother, but he 
this evening spoke in terms of commen- 
dation, which gave heartfelt pleasure to 
his niece, as it clearly manifested a fa- 
vourable change in his own sentiments. 

As the Widow wished to set out early 
the following morning, she took a tender 
leave of her uncle, when they parted for 
the night. He pressed her to make use 
of bis carriage, but she would only be 
prevailed upon to accept of the attend- 
ance of his principal servant, who, by 
his master's orders, defrayed all her ex- 
penses on the road, and carefully attend- 

No. IV. 19 
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ed upon ber till she reached her beloved 
borne, from whence she had been absent 
oearlj two months. 

She was joyfully welcomed bj her 
faithful servant, and her first inquiriei 
were respecting the welfare of her poor 
neighbours, of whom she on the whole 
received a favourable account. Shetelt 
satisfied and thankful to find herself agaio 
in peace and safety, under her own roof, 
and many tender thoughts of those who 
were wont, in her happier days, to greet 
ber return to it, after the shortest absen- 
ces, with joy, filled her mind for the re- 
mainder of the evening. When she re- 
tired at night, after having paid a grate- 
ful tribute of praise and adoration io the 
great Protector and Preserver, for this 
additional instance of his goodness to her- 
self, she offered up a fervent prayer for 
him who had been of late the chief object 
of her care and solicitude* ^' O beareo- 
!y Father," said she, *' convert his mind 
and loosen it from the things of the 
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world, and fix it on Thyself! While 
there is yet time, while the^ short day of 
life continues may he turn to thee, with 
all the powers which thou hast bestowed 
upon him. Seeing the folly and vanitj' 
of his present pursuits, and feeling the 
dignify of his nature, and the high desti- 
natloD for which he was formed, m^ty he 
by studying the holy precepts which 
thou bast given us by thy beloved Son, 
and diligently striving to obey them, be 
enabled to * work out his salvation ;' be- 
ing henceforward * filled with the fruits 
of righteousness, which are by Jesus 
Christ our Lord, to the glory and praise 
of Thee, the One 6od, and Father of 
alK" 

'Devout and heavenly contemplations 
continued to fill her mind, till she fell 
into a sweet and refreshing sleep, such 
as the oppressorH of the earth, tht* con- 
querors, or the plunderers of mankind, 
or even those lesser culprits, the avari- 
cious, the aelfishi the arrogant, and the 
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dissolute, must sigh in vainio experieDce. 
During itsr short intervals, every thought 
breathed gratitude to God, and love to 
ber fellow-creatures: and when an airy 
vision was pictured to her imagiDationi 
ber husband and her darling child seem- 
ed leading her through the courts of glo- 
ry, into the more immediate presence of 
the Omnipotent Father of spirits ! 

Ah reader ! wouldest thou see these 
beatific visions ? wouldest thou thus visit 
in imagination the regions of the blest ? 
Lead then a life like that of her whose 
character and conduct I am now describ- 
ing, purifying thyself from all the corrup- 
tions that are in the world, and *' perfect- 
ing holiness in the fear of the Lord." 

The virtue and goodness which Mrs. 
Mansfield possessed, are, in their diffe- 
rent stations, within the reach of all. 
Every one may like her serve God in 
sincerity of heart ; be a Christian indeed, 
** in whom there is no guile." All who 
can read may study tbe Scriptures as 
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she did, which will not ou\y enable them 
to order their own conduct according to 
their holy precepts, but to give much 
useful advice and information to others ; 
and for worldly possessions^ her share 
was far from large, but she spared from 
herself, and gave up all the luxuries and 
vanities of life, that she might be able 
more liberallj to relieve the wants of her 
brethren ; and this practice would furnish 
to most of us, the means of bestowing 
more in charity than we are perhaps 
aware of. Vanity and the love of plea- 
sure have brought many to want, but I 
have never known any one impoverished 
by the most liberal exercise of benevo- 
lence. Money so expended leaves a 
blessing with what remains, and every 
ones own observation will convince him 
if he looks around, that " There is who 
scattereth and yet increaseth, and there 
19 who withholdeth more than is meet, 
but it tendeth to poverty." But fthould 
our circumstances be such as barely to 
No. IV. 19 * 
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afford to ourselves the necessaries of life, 
true ChristisD love in our hearts will stiil 
enable us to give ^oiuch assistance and 
consolation to the sick, the aged, the ig« 
norant and the unhappy. To set an ex- 
ample of pious and cheerful submission 
under poverty, or afflictions of any kind» 
is to benefit all who are wkhin its reach, 
and there can be no situation, in which a 
truly good man will not make himself 
useful and respectable to those who are 
connected with him. 

The worthy Widow had just break- 
fasted on the morning after her return 
home, when she was told that Thomas's 
wife desired to speak with her, and bid* 
ding the servant to send her in, was 
agreeably surprised at the complete 
change which had taken place in her 
appearance. Instead of a gloomy air of 
misery and discontent, she saw a cheer- 
ful and happj' countenance : and instead 
of slatternly and dirty clothing, her dress 
was singularly neat, and perfectly cleaq. 
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<<I am glad to see you, my good Jane/' 
laid ^he, ^'sit down and tell me hovir 
your husband has performed his promises 
during my absence." 

Jane. O madam, I did so long to tell 
you how good he is, and how happy I 
and the children are, that the minute I 
beard the joyful news of your coming 
home, I put on my things and set out. 
But I fear I have been too bold in coming 
80 soon. 

Lady. Not at all ; J am quite as de- 
lirogs of hearing all I hat you have to say, 
as yon can be tp tell me. 

Jane. Thank you, thank yon, ma- 
dam, for all your goodness ; I and mine 
are bound to bless and pray for you, as 
long as we live. The letter that you 
wrote to Thomas, was brought to him 
the very day that you went, and I never 
saw any thing like hrm when he read it ; 
his countenance changed again and again, 
and the tears ran down his cheeks. I 
asked him what you could have put into 
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• 
it» to aSect him in that maoDer, and he 

told me, when he had coosidered U a 
little, he would read it to me, which he 
accordingly did, and I could almost have 
cried myself, for I never heard any tbio; 
so moving. Well, madam,, this letter, or 
his Testament, was hardly out of his 
hand all the week, and on Sunday he 
would have us all go with him twice to 
public prayers, and walked with us, and 
read for us, and was so good tempered^ 
that I said to myself, ** If there was do 
such place as a public house,I do think all 
would be well.*' On Monday morning 
he would g<^ to work, though he was still 
so weak as to be able only to earn half 
wages, which is little more than the al- 
lowance from his club c^me to^ and I 
wanted him to rest anothei: week : butbe 
said he would spare the club to the t/^ 
most of his power, and that though b^ 
could not do much, he knew a little wori 
would do him good, and prepare hi|D (^^ 
the harvest, which was almost ready tocat* 
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,|rhe week after he went to work io ear- 
nest, and I was ama^zed to see hiai come 
. liorne ever j night quite »ober,though it was 
otherwise with manj of our neighbours ; 
and on Saturday he brought me home such 
a sum of money as he had not done for 
many a day. 1 asked him how he had 
got so much, and he told me that he had 
agreed for an advance of wages during 
the harvest, in consequence of his re- 
quiring but half the usual quantity of li- 
quor, by which means he should not only 
get more money, but preserve his health 
aod bis senses, and recover the good 
opinion of his master. I could hardij 
believe my own eyeA and ears, and taking 
the money I said, ** O Thomas, I should 
be but too happy if this would last.'* 
'*Pray then to Ood/' said he, 'Mhat I 
may have strength to pursue what is 
right." 

And he has pursued it sure enough, 
from that day to this : bringing home 
6very peony that be gets, and being so 
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kind to me and the childreo, fbat the 
world teerna quite a different place from 
what it did two months ago* 

Ijady. I am delighted with this good 
account, and I hope, dear Jane, jou eo* 
deavour in every thing to oblige, and 
make your husband happy ; and that 
you do your utmost to instruct your 
children to do the same. 

Jane. I hope both I and they are 
better than we used to be. Tfaomai 
reads a fine prayer to us every night, and 
says he will beg of you to put down a 
short one for the children to learn. We 
never quarrel now, and he is so good and 
gentle, that 1 must be a wicked wretch 
indeed if he did not mend me. What a 
wonderful thing religion is ! to change a 
tiger, as I may almost say he once was, 
into a perfect lamb. 

Lady. True religion is indeed pow- 
erful. '« The word of the Lord hath the 
pre-eminence, and bringeth mighty things 
to pass." Strive then with all yosr 
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mighty to fix it firmly in the hearts of 
your children, for no other guide can 
conduct them safelj through a dangerous 
aod evil world. 

Jane. Thomas is always trying to do 
that, and God seems already to prosper 
him, for they are far more mild and 
teachable than they used to be. It cer- 
tainly is exactly as you said, dear madam, 
they take example by what they see. 
But you have not yet heard the very 
chief thing that I had to tell yon. My 
eldest daughter poor Patty, whom I had 
not seen for four years, was in a good ser- 
vice at Chester, where she caught a fever, 
and though her mistress was so good as 
to have a doctor, and nurse her till she 
was cured, jet she gained no strength, 
and could not do the work of her place. 
I had just heard this sad news, and was 
Keeping over it, when Thomas came 
from work. He asked me very kindly 
what was the matter, but I was afraid to 
tell him, because he never used to love 
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this poor girl : but he would know what I 
wa9cryingabout,and whenl had told,biai» 
« Make jouraelf easy," said he, " 1 will 
write to Patty, and ask her to come here 
for a few weeks. Our fresh country air, 
with the blessing of God, will soon bring 
het about, and she is heartily welcome to 
all that this house affords." 

O madam, I was so full of joy that I 
could not answer him, and cried 03ore 
than ever; but when I could speak, I 
thought I never could thank him enough : 
and from that hour determined never to 
cross him again, cost me what it would. 
Well be wrote that very night, and yes- 
^terday week my dear child came, and 
would you believe it, Thomas received 
her just as if she had been his own 
daughter, and has behaved like a father 
to her ever since, and the poor thing has 
grown so fond of him, ^d recovers her 
strength so fast, that it makes me more 
happy than- 1 can tell you. 



d by Google 



Village Dialogues. 229 

Lady. And I, dear Jane, fiiilj par- 
take in your happiness, and wish that all 
persons in your station could see the 
blessed change, which Thomas's conver- 
sion has brought about in his faQ3ilJ> 
From a scene of discontent and misery, 
of poverty and wretchedness, it is be- 
come the abode of peace and comfort. 
Even in these hard times the profits of a 
poor man's 'labour, if he has constant 
work, will support his family ; and if his 
wife does her utmost to assist him, and is 
as frugal in spending as he is industrious 
in getting, they may even lay by a little 
against sickness and old age. 

Jane. I have often thought madam, when 
Thomas was putting by the money for 
his club, that if he spent nothing in pub- 
lic houses, he might spare tuire as much, 
and we live better besides: and by the 
same rule now that he brings home all he 
gets, we shall surely have something to 
spare. I am better in heSVt too than I 
used to be, and* will strive more to help 
No. IF. 20 
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biniy find if we can lay by but sixpence 
in a week, it will come (o a sum in time* 
B'lt we must 6rst finish paying our debfa^ 
for while he was iti we got a good deal 
behind hand, and Thomas will never be 
easy fill every one has his doe ; and then 
the children are to be sent to school, and 
the first monev we can spare after that, 
is to ^o for a Bible. 

hady. I arn so much pleased with all 
yonr plans, that I will furnish you with 
a Bible. So, as soon as your debts are 
paid, begin to save, and for every pound 
that you bring me, I will give you a shil- 
ling a year interest. You shall have a 
written security from me for the money, 
and whenever you want the whole, or 
any part, come and ask me for it. My 
beloved husband always did this by his 
servants and poor nei ^hbours, and I am 
desirous as far as my a ility will permit^ 
to carry on all his benevplent wdrks. 

Jane. O madam, how can I ever 
thank you enough for ail this goodness. 
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I shall talk of you everj day as Thomas 
does: and we and our little ones will 
never say a prayer, without calling tionn 
blessings from him, who only can reward 
you. My huHband will so rejoice to 
hear of your return ; and who is there 
indeed that will not, for every person in 
the village has at oue time or other felt 
your kindness. 

Lady Let your praises, let your 
thanks be offered up to God, the Father 
and benefactor of all mankind. I have 
no other pleasure, no other Uisiness upon 
earth, ,than to press forward in the course 
which my beloved master has marked out, 
and to persuade all within my reach to do 
the same, by convincing them that the 
ways of ri^hteoui<nes8 are pleasant, and. 
that all *' her paths are peace." 

60 then to your family, remembering 
that He who ruleth the hea%'ens, is also 
present in your lowly habitation, is 
'^ about your path, and about your bed. 
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and spieth out all jour 'vajs !" Keep 
this benevolent Father, this All-seeing 
Judge continually in your thoughts, and 
diligently strive to render your way ac- 
ceptable in his sight. " And hereby do 
4 we know that we know him, if we feeep 

his commandments. He that saitfa, "I 
know him, and keepeth not his command- 
ments, is a liaTy and the truth is not in 
him. But whoso keepeth his word, in 
liim verily is the love of God perfected.'' 
The poor woman with eyes full of 
tears, went Silently away, leaving the 
heart of the benevolent widow filled with 
gratitude to the great giver of A% for 
the happy prospect of increasing piety 
and comfort, which manifested itself in 
this little family. 
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PART V. 

Mrs. Mastsfield was gurprised, that 
the gecond day after her return from 
the long visit -which she had paid to her 
uncle in Shrewsbury should pass without 
Sarah's having called to see her ; but 
being much engaged in settling her 
household concerns, and receiving the 
visits of her neighboursi^ she could not ^ 
send for her till the following evening, 
when she kindly desired her to come at 
the usual hour of drinking coffee. At 
the time appointed the poor woman came, 
full of joy and gratitude : " O madam !" 
said she, " how thankful am I to see you 
once again at home ! Had I not feared 
to be too bold, I should not have waited 
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to be sent for. You at ajed so long away, 
that I began to be full of fears that joo 
would not come back." 

Lady, I thank you, my good Sarab, 
for your kind solicitude, and am glad to 
find myself again under roy own roof. 
How has the time of my absence passed 
with you? I shall rejoice to hear that 
you have been getting forward both io 
goodness and in comfort. 

Sarah. On the whole, dear madam, 
I trust that both 1 and my condition have 
been mending. My chief endeavour bas 
been to keep God and my duty always 
in my thoughts, and by one contrivance 
or other, I have been able to go with my 
three eldest children to prayers every 
Sunday but one, since you left us; so 
that I have heard more of the Bible, and 
many fine sermons, which I strive to re* 
member and tuin to profit ; and, accord* 
ing to your good advice, I in the evening 
repeat to my young ones all that 1 can 
recollect of what I hate heard; aod 
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though (bey do not fullj uuderafand v II 
that i say, yet the poor things love to 
hear iiie» and it ioipressea it upon oiy 
own mind. 

I wish 1 bad any thing good to nay of 
my buaband, but be goes on much in ihe 
old way. During the harvest he was so 
ill for several days afl to be unable to 
wort : but I nursed him in the best man- 
ner I could, and did not reproBch* him» 
only saying it would be well if he would 
lave himself from more puinH and lostnes 
of the same kind, by being sober. He 
made me no answer, knowing tha* what 
I said was true ; and i was careful not 
to say too much, lest it should make him 
angry ; for there is no good done, but a 
{real deal of harm, by putting any onw 
into a pai^ion ; and I think he has, upon 
the whole* behaved rather lietter since 
that time, both to me and to Ihe chiU 
dren. » 

Lady. The smallest sign of amcnd* 
noent ahotiid eocoSirage you to go on stili 
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in the same good waj. Try to prevail 
upon him to go with you to the house of 
prayer, he may there hear something 
that will reach hia heart : but if be is 
obstinately set against this, as I think 
you once told me be was, do not make 
yourself unhappy about what you cannot 
alter. Continue patiently to bear with 
his faults, and set him the best example 
in your power. By doing this you wiD 
act a truly christian part, and whether 
you succeed or fail, your own reward 
will be secure. 

Sarah. O madam ! I am already far 
happier than I was before you put me 
into this blessed way. Whenever any 
thing used to vex me, I cried and fretted 
as if my heart would break, having no 
one to complain to, no one to console 
me ; but now I look humbly up to Ood 
for comfort, and never fail to find it. 
Moat that 1 have to suffer is from pover- 
ty, and the unkindness of my husband: 
and surelj I ought to 'be patient under 
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thesei when I remember (hat my Saviour 
had ** not where to lay bis head," and 
was forsaken and persecuted by those, 
to bring about whose salvation he both 
lived and died ! I iinow that I ought to 
rejoice in every opportunity of imitating 
my Master, and I hope I do rejoice, even 
when my eyes aie full of tears. 

Lady. I love you, dear Sarah, for 
this pious frame of mind, and I entreat 
you above all things to endeavour to in« 
fuse it into your children. 

Sarah. It shall be my daily, care. 
By your bounty the two eldest go con< 
Btaotly to school ; and when I have the 
delight of hearing one of them read, not 
a da)c shall pass without ray gaining 
something from the word of God, and I 
shall then soon know more of his holy 
will, and be better able to instruct my 
children* 

Lady. How have you gone on with 
your neighbour, Mrs. Bennet ? 
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Sarah. Verj peaceably. She is as 
proud as ahe uaed to be ; but, as I am 
careful in keeping my cbildreo from 
gi% ing her the leaaf offence,' I have heard 
in) cornplaintft, and ife apeak civilly" when 
we meet. She has lately been troubled 
wi<h a pain and giddiness in her head, 
and I have many times offered to help 
her with her work, which is now more 
than Hhe is well able to do ; and she of* 
ten lets me bake for her with the yeast 
which 1 make myself, and says^ the bread 
is the best she ever tasted. 

Lady. And how do you make this 
yeast ? My servant has sometimes much 
trouble in procuring what is good ; and, 
if it really answers, I shall thank yoifr for 
the receipt. 

^Sarnk. It answers so well, that my 
good mistressy of whom you have beard 
me say so much, seldom used any 
othei ; and the trouble is no more thai) 
this : 
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Boil a polaloe till it breaks in piecea^ 
aod wbiie the water \% warin pour it 
nearij Ai off. To the potatoe, id thia 
Terj fBoist state, add a dessert spoontui 
of ccmrse sugar, and a tea ispooni'ui of 
comnion jeast. Beat the compound up 
with a wooden spoon, and the j^ast is 
made. Coininon jeast is only wanting 
the first time, what sticks to the v^ood- 
en spoon will afterwards supply its 
place. 

This receipt has been of the greatest 
use to me ever since 1 kept house ; but 
till lately I was so selfish as never to 
have mentioned it to any one. But 
about a mcunth ago our minister preached 
a sermon on those fine words of Jesus 
Christ, ** Whatsoever ye would that 
men should do unto you, do ye even so 
to them, for this is the law and the 
prophets/^ In this discourse he clear- 
ly made out, that it is the duty of a 
Christian to do all that is in his power 
to make every one within his reach botk 

No. V. 22 
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good and happy; and that to do (hit 
from love and thankfulness to God, and 
in obedience to his holy will, h all that 
the law and the prophets were designed 
to teach. Before I heard this, I thought 
we had little or nothing to do in the iray 
of duty« bat with our own families and 
friends; and that all the rest of the 
world had a right to expect from us was 
to be let peaceably alone. But I now 
find, that if i know any thing likely to 
be useful to another person, it is not a 
matter of choice to me whether I will 
or will not acquaint him with it, but, as 
a Christian, I am bound in conscience to 
do so ; and since I have been convinced 
of this, I have, to the utmost of my 
power, communicated the littFe knowl- 
edge that I possess. 

Lady. Tou cannot give a clearer proof 
of your being a true follower of Christ 
than by uniformly acting thus. What 
the world calls ilKiiatjire is in reality a 
vice of a malignant kind, though many 
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great pretenders to religion are guilty of 
it. If we love our fellow creatures, we 
shall delight to do them good, and con* 
tribute, to their happiness by •fevery 
means within our power. There was a 
time, dear Sarah, when you took pleas- 
ure in Mrs. Bennet's uneasiness, and 
many indulge themselves in such un- 
christian feelings ; but if we smile at the 
pain or mortification of another, it is too 
plain that, had it been in our power, we 
would have caused that pain or mortifi- 
cation, unless #^e had been deterred by 
selfish motives. Let us then watch care- 
fully over our own minds, and, if we per- 
ceive that pleasure arises within us at hear* • 
iDgof the losses or uneasiness of any one, 
take ourselves severely to task, and pray 
earnestly to get the better of the evil 
disposition from whence such feelings 
spring. « He that loveth his brother," 
(and every one of the human race is in- 
cluded in the term broiher,) "He that 
loveth his brother, abideth. in the light. 
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and there is none occanion of stombliDg 
in bim." If we feel a real acHwe good 
will towards all our brethren of foankind, 
there will be no fear of our offending 
their beavenlj Father bj our neglect or 
unkittdness towards them ; for oar own 
hearts will powerfully prompt us to em- 
In-aee every opportunity of assisting and 
befriending them. But if we behold any 
one without having this desire to cb hioi 
good, our feelings are not thoae whicli 
belong to a real disciple of Christ* 
*' WhoMoeTer doeth not rigjiteoosness if 
not of Oody neither he that loveth not 
his brother." 

Too many even of those this world 
call worthy, need much to be reminded, 
that this love, in which we are required 
to abound towards all, is an active princi- 
ple of benevolence, and not the mere 
absence of haired or ill-will, which is all 
that some think necessary in their feel* 
ings towards mankind in general, and 
should not only be manifested by our 
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humility, gentleDetfB, and charifj, to- 
wards the poor, bat by an endeavour to 
please, oblige, and benefit all, of what- 
ever rank, who come within our reach. 

Sarah. How exactly, dear madam, 
does your practice agree with your pre- 
cepts ! It was but the other day that I 
heard Mrs. Green of the shop talking of 
you, on this very subject. She said 
that before she came to settle here, she 
was so proud that she hardly ever spoke . 
to a poor person but in the way of busi- 
ness ; for she Jiad always seen every one 
striving to, keep company with those 
above them ; and even fine ladies, who 
were vefy good and humble to the 
poor, would scarce speak to the high- 
est farmer's wives, or even the lower 
sort of gentry. But when you called to 
see her, and asked her to drink tea, and 
behaved so kindly, she saw what a beau- 
tiful thing real humility was: and your 
conversation with her, she said, on that 
and many other subjects, aud your fine 

No. V. 22* 
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example, bad taught her to look npoD no 
one as beneath her, but to love and io 
good to every body. And indeed all 
her neighbours* say bow kind she is ; 
but I did not know, till theOi that you, 
dear madam, had taught her« 

Lady. As children or the same glori* 
ous parent, and heirs of the same heir- 
enly inheritance, the trifling disfinctioos 
of rank or riches ought not to be the 
means of dividing us from each other. 
'With the vicious of whatever statioo, we 
ihould, as far .as it is possible, refuse to 
have any intercourse dr connexion, on* 
less we have a rational prospect of re- 
forming them : but every true diseiple 
will discard from his mind the sin and 
folly which we call pride, by attendiog 
to the words of his beloved teacher, 
** One is your master, even Christ, and 
all ye are brethren." 

At this moment one of Sarah's cfail' 
dren came to tell her that she was its- 
mediately wanting at home. The good 
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widow kissed the little rosy messenger, 
aod puttiog a large piece of plain cake 
into bis hand, bade him give it to his 
mother to ppt hj till Sunday, when, 
after evening prayers, it should be divid- 
ed among the family. A low bow, and 
a dimpled c(ieek, expressed the pleasure 
which this little present had conferred, 
and Sarah thankfully promised 4o dis- 
pose of it according to her directions* 

As soon as Mrs. Mansfield supposed 
that her uncle was arrived at Bath, she 
wrote to him, for at parting he had ex- 
pressed an earnest desire to hear often 
from her; and before she thought this, 
letter coufd have reached him, an an- 
swer was put into her hand, which she 
opened with some anxiety, and read as 
follows : 

" My dear Niece, 

^' You will winder at hearing from me 
so soon, as I told you to expect but an 
indifferent correspondent : but a matter 
has just occurred which gives me very 
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great aneasiness ; and I have of late 
been used to unburden my heart fo jou, 
and have found so much comfort and 
consolation in so doing, that I cannot 
help applying to jou upon the present 
occasion. While we were together at 
Shrewsbury, f often talked to you of m^ 
cousin and intended heir, William Mans- 
field, and told you that in the early part 
of his life, soon after your husband bad 
refused an offer of the same kind, I had 
sent for hhn to Jamaica, where he con- 
tinued with me many years, and when I 
finally quitted that island I left him in a 
situation where with proper care and at- 
tention he could not, in a course of 
years, fail to make a fortune equal to my 
own. I also told you that he was mar- 
ried, not entirely indeed to my satisfac- 
tion, for, in point of interest, I know he 
might have done better, but to a sensi- 
ble and worthy woman, who has brought 
him no less than six children, the two 
eldest of whom being boys» he some 
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time ago sent at a large* expense over 
to EliiglancI to be educated by a friend 
at Bristol. I thought him too hasty la 
doing this ; but the old aayiog is, " Get 
gold and use it." I had no doubt but 
he was getting money by handfuls, and 
only told him that he must be in no 
hurry to do the same by the rest. Soon 
after that time be began to complain 
that the climate had injured the health 
of his wife; and one of his children 
dying of a ferer, his discontent seemed 
rapidly to increase, and he plainly said 
that he would gladly give up three<-fourths 
of his profits, if he could enjoy the rest in 
a country where he should not be ^ia 
continual fears for the lives of his family. 
I did not much relish this declaration,, 
and in return reminded him, that it had 
been bis own fault to encumber himself 
with a wife before he was in circum- 
stances to maintain her bow and where 
he pleased. But as I really loved him, 
and knew his strong attachment to her, 



d by Google 



2S0 naiage Diab^ues. 

I advised him to ^eod her and the cbil- 
dren home by the next fleet, meaBtog 
tub one which is just oow come in, and 
then make up hb mind, by leaseoiDg his 
expenses as much as possible, and at- 
tending closely to business for ten or 
twelve years, to enable himself to folloir 
them with a tolerable fortune. I pro- 
mised, too, to notice and ^ssht his faiui- 
ly to the utmost of my power. 

'* Most, or all of these particulars, I 
Believe I mentioned to you, and I re- 
member you wished that my cousin aod 
her daughters would settle near yon, that 
you might assist her in their education; 
and I hoped io have brought something of 
that kind about. But yesterday morn- 
ing, as I returned from the pump-rooiQ) 
a letter from William was put into my 
hand, and can you imagine what it told 
me ? Never, if you were to guess for a 
hundred years ! — Nothing leas than that 
he had sold his plantation, and stock of 
sugars, cofiee^ &c., freed all the negroeiy 
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(baviog before prepared them to make a 
proper use of liberty,) together with their 
childreo ! and, finally, that he and Us 
family had left Jamaica ! 

*< Did you ever hear of folly equal to 
all this ? Tou know that I do not defend 
the slave*trade ; it is a cruel, brutal busi- 
ness, not fit for Christians, or even men, 
to carry on ; and I am glad that England 
is fairly rid of it ; for, if a man uses bis 
negroes well, he may keep up his stock, 
and even considerably increase it, as I 
found, to my great profit, under the care 
of this very man ; for I never new any 
one so successful in his treatment of them. 
Bat for one who was in lawful possession 
of such valuable property to fling it away, 
was acting like a child, or an idiot. I 
would as soon turn my coach-horses loose 
upon the downs, and lock the stable doors, 
as I would giye liberty to those stupid 
blacks, and they would have as much 
reason fp thank me for it. The indlgna* 
^on which I have felt, and do feel, at this 
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part of my cousin's cooductt altmt 
chokes me ; any hand shakes so violenllj 
that you will hardly be able to read what 
I write ; and I am the more agitated, be< 
cause I am not sure that you will not de- 
fend what he has done, on the score of 
what you call justice and humanity ! Bat 
I think a man's first consideration ought 
to be his own family, which would pre- 
vent his throwing away thousands for a 
mere bubble. 

<* Not a wink of sleep could I get lait 
night for thinking of his folly and mad- 
ness. To give up a concern of such 
great and certain profit, and come with 
a large and perhaps increasing family to 
a country involved in war, loaded with 
taxes, and where a trader hardly gets up 
in a morning without a risk of bankrupt- 
cy staring him full in the face before 
night ; and all because his wife was sick- 
ly, and he had lost a child by a fever! 
He fairly owns that, knowing i would 
not have agreed to all this, he chose ta 
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do it withoat rather than against my coo* 
sent ; and the first that I hear of it is^ 
that be and his family are here at Bris- 
tol, within ten miles of me* It is well 
that he did not come nearer'*— but I would 
not have seen him. He tells me, (and 
though I have not yet mentioned it, this 
is the worst part,) he tells me that he 
could not, forsooth, have left Jamaica 
with a quiet conscience if he had dealt 
otherwise with his slaves ; for though 
while upon the spot he could look nar- 
rowly into the treatment they received, 
he could not secure humane usage to 
them under new masters ; and he felt 
that he had no right so to risk the lives 
and well being of his fellow men.^-Could 
he have thrown out a more severe re« 
flection upon me ? He must intend it as 
Buch, and to countenance him after it 
Would be to own its truth and justice. 
I well remember when he 6rst came o%'er 
to the West Indies, he talked much 
about the cruelty and unlawfulness of 
No. V. 23 
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enshiviog ibe Africans ; and while I con- 
tinued with hibi, he was foolishly particu- 
lar in attending to their complainta : but 
thej all became so fond of him, that 
though he begged an additional holiday 
for ibem of half a day in a week, the 
work went on faster than ever it had done 
before: so I let him ' have hia^ own way 
in raiinaging them, without which I be- 
lieve he would not have staid with me. 

*' I hoped, however, that as he grew 
older he would have thought less of other 
people, and more of himself, particularly 
when he had a family to provide for. 
But his self-willed folly has now over- 
leaped all bounds, and he shall pay the 
forfeit, for not a shilling of mine has he 
to expect, now or hereafter* He talks 
of a partnership with his wife's brother, 
who is a merchant in Bristol, and of 
bringing up his children in habits of in- 
dustry and economy. These are fine 
plans, or rather fine words ; for I have 
no doubt but he depends upon me, if not 
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for present support, yet to quit the world 

ia a few years, and leave faioi ail that it 

cost me my health, and the labour of 

hatf my life, to acquire ! But he will find 

himself mistaken : as he has run counter 

to all that be knew I should. approve, I 

have done, with him, and with his family. 

Though he ia my nearest relation, and 

the only one remaining of our name, I 

have renounced him. When I have a 

little relieved my mind by sending this 

letter to you, I will write one to him» 

which will soon be finished, for I have 

only to say that from the moment he re^ 

ceives it, all connexion between us is at 

ao end ; and that if he attempts to see 

me, or even to write, he will drive me 

instantly from Bath, though the waters 

are at present necessary to my health, • 

which is terribly shaken by the pain 

which his most ungrateful canduct gives 

me. 

** And now, my dear niece, I feel a 
little easier; for I have unburdened my 
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heart to one who I know will feel for my 
miterjTy though she may not altogether 
approve of the reaoiutioo I have takem 
Do not, however, attempt to alteir il» for 
it would be vain. I will not beatow the 
gains of a life of care and tbriftioeaa 
upon one who, to indulge a weak food- 
nesa for his familj, and perhaps still 
more, a love of ease which at his time of 
life is inexcusable, has thrown fortitoe 
from his arms ; and, to complete the 
whole, by his romantic folly, has impover- 
ished his family, and justly forfeited alt 
claim upon my favour, by casting, as far 
as it was in his power, a cruel reproach 
upon wy character, for not having acted 
in the same insane manner. 

" Therefore, my beloved niece, let me 
entreat you not to say a word on his be- 
half, but promise me that you will come, 
and more thjin supply his place in my 
heart. Come, and be the friend, com* 
panion, and nurse, of your husband's 
uncle. I will not say that you ahaU 
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sJso be bis heir, because I know that you 
are disinterested even to a fault, and 
would reject my fortune, were I to oflTer 
it wholly to your disposal : but come 
and share with me in all the comforts 
and advantages which it can bestow, and 
tny gratitude and tenderness shall show 
the sense I have of the obligations that 
1 owe you. My house, my carriage, my 
serTants, shall be all at your command, 
and my place of residence whenever you 
please, so it be far from Bristol. Come, 
then, to prolong and sweeten the remain- 
ing days of your ever affectionate friend 
and uncle, Thomas IVIamsfield." 

The good widow read this letter with 
equal astonishment and concern. She 
wondered that Mr. Mansfield should see 
the conduct of his c\>usin in so false a 
light, and cast him from his heart and 
arms for actions which, to her, made him 
an object of the warmest love and ad- 
idiration. The moderation of his wishes 

No. V. 23 * 
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witH respect to wealth, his affection for 
his faiDilj, and| more than all, his ha- 
mane aod geDeroqs consideratioo for the 
unforlODate men who had been forced or 
stolen from their native land, and sold, 
like beasts of the field, to labour under 
the whip of their cruel owners, endeared 
him to her affections, and she could not 
for a moment hesitate how to act. Go- 
ing, therefore, to her deisk, she sat down 
and wrote the following answer : 
" My dear Uncle, 
**Tou did me but justice in believing 
that f should most sincerely and tender- 
ly grieve for the heavy disappointmeot 
which you have lately suffered. It ii 
hard to give up a prospect which the 
heart has bng dwelt upon, with pleasure; 
and I do feel for the pain and anguish 
which you have endured, and lament the 
distressing effects of it upon your health. 
Most cordially do I thank you for all the 
kind expressions contained in your too 
interesting letter. Be assured that every 



• 
d by Google 



FiUage Dialogues. K$ 

Borrow which you coinmuDtcale to me, 
is lodged io the bosom of a sympathizing 
friend, who would rejoice to send you a 
coaifort in return; — and who can tell 
whether a good providence may not give 
me the delight of consoling your troubled 
mind ? 

*^ O that I could induce you to see 
your cousin's coitduct in the same light 
that f do ! But, considering the different 
pursuits and habits of our lives, this 
could hardly be expected. I am, how- 
ever, persuaded that before this reaches 
you, 'your heart will be softened towards 
him, and towards his children, who are 
your natural heirs ; who cannot have of* 
fended you, and who I trust will carry 
your name down to posterity with added 
honour and credit. How often, dear sir, 
while I was with you in Shrewsbury, did 
we differ In opinion even on material sub- 
jects ! yet it did not in the least interrupt 
the friendly regard which I trust will 
ever subsist between us. And why may 
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it <4ot be BO with you and your worthjr 
cousin ? The intention and deiire of both 
is to pursue what will lead to future good 
and happiness ; but you disagree as to 
the probable means. You, with a large 
part of the world, think that a great for- 
tune ought to be ihe grand object of a 
roan's ambition ; and that all but honour 
and hone»ty should be given up to for- 
ward its altaiumeni. Your cousin, wi(h 
mjself, and many others, would be ready 
at all times to sacrifice wealth on the al- 
tar of virtue or affection. In the slaves, 
whom he might have sold for a laige sum 
of money, he beheld a number of fellow- 
creatnreSj each of them as a child of 
God, and an heir of immortality ; of equal 
Talue, in the eye of reason and religion, 
with the proudet^t of their masters. 
These men, some of whom were, doubt- 
less gifted with talents and dcspositioDS 
which might have made them shining ex- 
amples of goodness upon earth, and fa* 
ture bright inhabitants of heaven, were- 
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by the wickedoess and' cruelty of their 
fellow men, forcibly reduced to a condi- 
tioQ little diflfereot from that of the brute 
anianaU ; and it remaioed with him either 
to leave them to finish their lives in thia 
miserable and degraded state, subject 
aliN) to the chance of ^brutal treatmeat 
under new masters; or. by generously 
reliaqaishing a right derived from iniqui- 
tous and uochristiap laws, to raise them 
again to the station which the Great Crea- 
tor intended for ail bis rational offspring, 
— that of/ree, and therefore accountable 
beings. O sir, I envy your noble consin 
the pure delight which must arise from 
the performance of such an action. 

" 1 well remember that you told me 
when at Shrewsbury, that by means 
of a school which he had established for 
their education, a great part of the ne- 
groes on his plantation had been well in- 
structed ; and that the schoolmaster (a 
worthy and pious man) was in ihe con- 
stant habit of reading daily prayers te 
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therny and preaching on Sundajs,— ^jroar 
cousin and his family regularly at teodrag. 
ThiH was indeed preparing them for mak- 
ing a right use of the freedom -which he 
no doubt always intended restoriog to 
' them. The glorious work is now nearly 
accomplished, and it will be a delight to 
bim to reflect upon it every succeeding 
day thai he remains on earth ; and wfaeOi 
In the fulness of time, Mhe Lord shall 
gather his saints from the four winds, and 
bis redeemed from the ends of the earth,' 
will nol these men be hia ' hope, bis joy, 
bis crown of rejoicing in the presence of 
our Lord Jesus Christ at his commg?' 
And when he rises to that heaven for 
which such deeds will fit him, may we 
'not suppose that these his 'children in 
the Lord * will meet and know him there ? 
And what will be the feelings of their 
hearts when, in a pure and glorified 
state, they behold him who was the 
bumble instrument of freeing them from 
the slavish bonds of superstition^ and dit« 
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persiDg the dark shades of ignorance 
which clouded their minds, bj bringing 
them to Christy the anointed of God, the 
r.eTealer of his holj will ; and enabling 
them to enlist themselves under the same 
blessed master with himself; turning them • 

* from dumb idols, to serve the li\ ing 
God r changing the most unnatural and 
unchristian relation in which they before 
stood, of masUr and slave^ into that of 
equal followers of ore Lord, ' brethren in 
Christ!' *For there is neither Jew nor 
Greek,' neither African nor Englishman, 

* neither bond nor free ; for we are all 
one in Jesus Christ.' 

" O my dear uncle I forgive me that, 
'from the abundance of my heart' I have 
thus spoken. Your excellent cousin could ^ 
not mean to reproach you in what he did : 
believe m&, sir, the real Christian is not 
hasty in condemning the conduct of his 
brethren; he looks narrowly to his own^ 
actions, but is tender and backward in 
judging those of another. Ail' 1 ask is. 
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that you would remove from bis heart tbe [, 
heavy weight of your displeasare) gWe j, 
him your aflTectionate * countenance, aod 
leave him (for the present at least) to 
pursue hid plans of business and cbcodo- 
my* It is not your fortune^ but your re- 
newed regard, that I solicit for hiai: the 
rest you will perhaps tell me would fol* i 
low of course ; but I feel certain that it is 
a far inferior object with faini. 

" Were J to accept your kind and li* 
beral invitation, and were your partial af- 
fection for me to carry you so far as \o 
cause you to cut off your natural and 
most worthy heirs, and endow me with ail 
that you possess, believe me, sir, I would 
not use a shilling of it, but should bold 
myself bound by every tie of honour and 
justice to give it entire to them. I trust, 
however, that no hand but yours will 
make your cousin rich. At a dfatant pe- 
riod of time, after a delightful intercourse 
of love, fed by paternal bounty on one 
side, and tender filial gratitude on the other, 
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may the boon be bestowed on the most 
deserving of men, by bim to whom be 
already on^es so much ! 

" As the Bath waters seem likely to be 
beneficial to you, f hope yon will spend 
the Winter there ; and when the fields and 
groves have again put on their summer 
livery, I shall look with impatience for 
your promised visit here ; accompanied 
perhaps by some of the dear family at 
Bristol. I may then try to trace a re* 
semblance in face and manner, as there 
clearly is in mind,, between your cousin 
and my best beloved. He has daughters 
too, — may not one of them be left with 
me to educate ? and may she not. become 
another Pamny ? 

" O sir ! my tears flow fast ; the sub- 
ject becomes more touching, more affect- 
ing than I can bear 

" My mind is weaker than I thought 
it was, for I have been obliged to lay 
down my pen for several hours ; and now 
that I resume it,^((be same tender feelings 

No. r. 24 
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returD) and nearly oTerpower me. If 
there, is a healing balm on this aide the 
grave for such wounds as I have receivedi 
it is you only who can apply it, and I have 
toid how it must be composed. 

** This is, I fear, a. letter of sentiment 
and feeling more than of argument. I 
might have said much perhaps that would 
have better forwarded your cousin's 
cause : but I am noi skilful pleader ; aa 
artless petition warm from the heart is all 
I have to offer. Throw not such a jeiT- 
el from you as you are now possessed of 
in this man's heart, but continue to bind 
him by the powerful bonds of gratitude; 
and that you may rejoice /or many years 
in the comfort and support which it will 
afford to your declining age, shall be the 
ardent prayer of your dutiful and affec- 
tionate niece, Isabella Mansfield. 

The good widow was not at all satisfied 
with what she had written ; she thought 
she might have said more and better in a 
cajuse which so deeply interested her 
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heart: but she feared to add any. tbing, 
lest it should diininisb the force of what 
she had already said ; an4 thinking some- 
thing might depend upon its reaching her 
uncle soon, she resolved, such as it was, 
to send it off without delay. 



While Mrs. Mansfield's Diind was 
anxiously employed upon the subjecr of 
the letter, she was informed that Thomas, 
who had called several times before when 
she bad been unable to see him, request- 
ed the favour of being admitted. She 
bade the servant show him into the par- 
leur» and beggipg he would sit down, ad- 
dressed him in the following manner : 

Liody. I was most hap^jy, my good 
friend, to hear from your wife ihat you 
have so fully performed all that 1 hoped 
for and expected from you ; and rejoice 
to perceive by your improved looks that 
your health is quite re-established. 
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ThomuB. I baye always to tbanb you, 
dear fnadam, for fresh proofs of good* 
oesB. God bat beep pleased to restore 
mj.bealtb, apd 1 have good hopes that 
he will enable me to make a proper use 
of it. 

Lady. Tou have now' had some expe- 
rience of a Christian life, and tried the 
•trenglbpf your own resolutions of amend- 
ment. 

Thomas. Many times have I been 
strongly tempted to fall back, and many 
bardtrialit have i had to get the better 
of myself: but when I earnestly called 
upon God for help, I always found it ; 
and by his gracious assistance, I have 
sometimes so mastered my passions and 
temper, that no one has perceived the 
struggle besides myself. When I am 
sensible of having committed a fault in 
thought, word, or deed, i bring to mind 
your excellent advice, and^ call myself 
back to the right road. Instead of being 
disheartened and discouraged, 1 redouble 



Digitized by Google 



Filtage Dialogues. 269 

my diligence ; and have now some hopes 
that the happy time you told me of is 
approaching, when thinking and acting 
right will become a hab'it, and 1 shall 
seldom feel an inclination to do other- 
wise. 

Lady. Praise God, my friend, praise 
him for this blessed change ; pray that he 
will renew jour strength from daj to day, 
and lead you on to higher and higher de- 
grees of perfection : always aiming at 
" the measure of the stature of the ful- 
ness of Christ,'* who hath '* left us an 
example that we might follow in his 
steps." 

Thomas. That, dear madam, is what 
I continually strive to do. I keep him 
always before my eyes, and by consider- 
ing what he would%ave done in my place, 
I can at all times find out what I ou^ht to 
do. And since I have done this, J find 
that the world goes more smoothly with 
me : I see my family in general content 
and good tempered ; we have money for all 
No. r. 24 * 
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that we reallj want, and have nearly paid 
our debts. When (hat is done, if the 
Lord continues to prosper me, I see that 
I shall be able to save something, which 
I will most thankfullj put into your hands. 
I have also formed a scheme for being 
useful to some'' of my neighbours in the 
course of the winter which is coming on. 
The widow James has two sons, who are 
sober and industrious youths ; but get- 
ting good w^ges, and having no one to 
control them, they are in danger of being 
drawn in to go to public houses, and get 
idle and vicious habits: sol have proposed 
to them, that as the evenings will soeo 
shut in early, they should come 4o my 
house after work, to read and write for 
an hour or two. My kitchen is always 
clean and comfortable; and as they are 
to bring candles, we can afford to make 
a good fire when the irealber becomes 
cold. You, dear madam, have added to 
your other goodness the present of a Bi- 
ble with so fine a print, that 1 think I 
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shall be able to read in it if I live to fouiw 
score; and by my advice each of the 
boy a bas purchased one of the same va- 
lue ; aod after next week our meetioga 
are to begin. I am but a poor scribe ; 
but as neither of them knows ^ny thbg 
of writing, I will do my best to leach 
tbem. 

Lady. I very highly approve of your 
plan, and shall perhaps be able to give 
you some assistance with respect to writ- 
ing and accounts, both of which it is most 
desirable that every young man should 
learn. What you are going to do, my 
friend, may be of material benefit to yoor 
pupils, in implanting good principles in 
their minds, and forming habits which , 
may go with them through life ; and if 
there are any other young men in the vil* 
lage who wish to join you, I hope you 
will not refuse to admit tbem. 

Thomas. I have already thought of 
several to whom it might be useful, but I 
will begin with these ; and when we are 
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got into the waj of it, I can take in oth- 
era by degrees. One rule I am resolTed 
\o make, wbieb is, that no one wbo comes 
to our little meeting shall ever enter a 
public house. 

Lady. And I will add another, if 70a 
will give me leave, — let no one be absent 
from a place of public worship on Sun- 
days, without giving some good reasoa 
for it. 

Thomas. I thank yoii, madam, for 
this hint, and will make it a condition of 
being admitted amongst us. How do I 
praise Qod for having put into my mind 
such a means of doing good, as I hope 
this will be ! Never can I sufficientlj 
bless him for the change which through 
your persuasions he has wrought in my 
heart, which I feel to be greater and 
greater every day. A prospect of being 
useful to my fellow-creaturea, is now more 
delightful to me than any view of worldly 
gain or advantage to myself. Indeed I 
make less and less account of any benefit 
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that does not stretch forward to the hap- 
py land wliich lies beyond the grave. O 
madam ! you have filled my mind with 
hopes which raise me above all cares of 
the present time, but such as, I trust, 
will help me on towards that heavenly 
country. 

Lady. My heart rejoices to hear you 
utter words so worthy of a Christian ; to 
know that they spring from an honest and 
sincere mind, and are accompanied by a 
daily succession of good deeds. Who 
would have thought, three months ago, 
when you were living with ff'w or no 
thoughts of Ood and another world, and 
in 80 many miserable and sinful habits ; 
with no bright hopes to cheer yoa in 
sickness or misfortune, and few kind ac* 
tioDS even towards your own family to 
look back upon ;*-who would then have 
thought of the happy change that has now 
taken place in your mind and conduct ; 
which enables you not only to give com- 
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fort and frogal plenty to your own home- 
hold, but to stretch out your hands (o 
those around you, and guide them into 
the beayenly way ! How plain a proof 
are you to yourself and others, that a man 
may do much good, without being either 
rich or learned ! Nothing but rational and 
active piety is wanting to make the poor- 
est man a faithful servant of Christ, and a 
humble helper with him, in working-out 
the salvation of mankind. 60 on then, 
my excellent friend, ** continue in the 
fpith grounded and settled, and bfi not 
moved away from the hope of the Oos- 
pel." '< Walk, worthy of God, unto all 
pleasing, being fruitful in every good 
work, and increasing in the knowledge of 
God.** 

The good widow was so much moved 
that tears of pleasure filled her eyes ; 
and Thomas, with a heart Overflowing 
with gratitude to her, and piety to God, 
soon after took his leave. 
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In the course of a few days another let- 
ter from Bath arrived, which Mrs. Mans* 
field opened with trembling faandsi and 
read as follows : 

" Dear Madam, 
'< I was far from expecting such a let- 
ter as I have recc^ived. If you had beep 
hired to plead at the bar for my cousin, 
you could not more decidedly have taken 
his part* You say that we used to difier 
while at Shrewubury : but we never spoke 
on any point which affected me so nearly, 
nor did you ever go io such extremes in 
your opposition to me. It is well that 
you did not come here according to my- 
request ; for I could not have endured 
to hear one who has acted so foolish, so 
thriftless, and so ungrateful a part, praised 
and exalted into something more than 
man* You cannot, I know, think Wil- 
Ham Mansfield such an angel of lights 
without disliking and despising me ; so 
I must give up all thought of the visit to 
you next summer, to which I looked for- 
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ward with to miicb pleasure, f know 
that jou are a good woman, and I shall 
never forget the obligaiions which jou 
would not permit roe to return ; nor will 
I forfeit the promise I made at parting, 
with respect to my employment of the 
seventh day. But our feelings are so op- 
posite upon a point in which I can never 
change, thai I think we have met for the 
last time. I inclose a note for thirty 
pounds, to be divided as you please 
among your poor neighbours ; they shall 
be no losers by the alteration in our plans. 
I shall soon leave Bath ; and when I am 
settled in another residence, you shall 
again hear from, 

"Dear madam, 

" Tour obliged friend, 
"Thomas Mansfield." 
This letter was more harsh and posi- 
tive than the widow's worst fears bad led 
her to expect, and it shocked her very 
much. She blamed herself for having 
written with such warmth, jmd wished 
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she bad suppressed her feelings, and said 
odIj a part of what she thought. This 
might have been more prudent ; but it 
was so contrary to the simple and inge- 
nuous sincerity to which she was contf* 
nually prompted by her open heart, and 
which had indeed been a habit of her life, 
that she could not convince herself of the 
entire rectitude of so doing. Yet she 
was distressed to think that, in her gene- 
rous eagerness to do good, she might have 
added to the irritation of her uncle's 
mind, and increased the evil she was so 
anxious to remove. It was, however, 
useless to grieve for what cbuld not be 
recalled ; and committing the cause of the 
excellent William Mansfield to the care 
of Him who could best appreciate bis 
conduct, her mind became more easy, 
and she began to consider how she might 
best dispose of her uncle's bounty ; re* 
solving to pot down exactl}^ the manner 
in which it was employed, and send the 
account in the first letter that she had an 
No. V. 25 
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opportODity of writiDg, to bim ; for she 
looked upon herself as forbidden to do so 
till she heard from him agaio. 

The 6rst deserviog object who occor^ 
red to her was a boj of a mild and amia- 
ble character, who had been lame from 
his infanc J, was the son of an honest la- 
bourer wlio had many other children, and 
had been kept at school by her /or the 
last two^ears. He was now of an age 
to be apprenticed, and she had spoken 
of him to a respectable shoemaker in the 
village, wh^ had offered to take him for 
ten pounds, and a small sum in addition 
to fit him out. Another of her neigh- 
hours, who had brought up a large family 
without asking for assistance from the 
parish, was just recovering from a dan- 
gerous illness; and she knew the doc- 
tor's^bill was a heavy one, and roust keep 
him a long time in poverty before he 
would be able to discharge* it. He had 
owned this to her, and also that he bad 
nearly gone to the last shilling of all that 
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lie bad laid by before this sickness came, 
rrhings would not perhaps have gone so 
badlj irifh him had the worthy widow 
been at home : the simple medicines 
which she would have ordered in the 
beginning of his complaint, might have 
checked its violence, and the nourishing 
food with which he would have been 
supplied, have given him more strength 
to contend with it : and as her absence 
was occasioned by her attendance upon 
Mr. Mansfield, she thought this case had 
a peculiar claim upon his liberality ; and 
accordingly, after paying the bill, she 
gave him enough to discharge the half 
year's rent of his cottage and garden, 
which was nearly due. The remainder of 
the money she resolved to lay out in small 
presents during the ensuing winter among 
various old and sickly persons, who had 
little, except a parish allowance, io subsist 
upon. To several of these she allowed 
a shilling a week, which in common times 
bad enabled them to live in tolerable 
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comfort : but she foresaw that the ap- 
proachiDg season would be trying lo the 
poor, on account of the high price of pro- 
visions ; and was glad to add something 
to what she usually put by for sugar, 
coiTee, oatmeal, and other similar things, 
which she often sent in small quantities 
to the helpless and the old. 

The delight which dispensing benefifs 
among her fellow creatures always gave 
ber, caused a warm glow of affection in 
ber breast ton^ards him, who had at this 
time enlarged ber power of doing so. 
*' My dear uncle," said she, " why are 
you not here to receive my thanks, and 
those of the worthy hearts whom you 
have cheered ? To the poor lame boy 
you have, with the blessing of God, given 
a provision for life ; nay, many a little 
fortune has, with the help of honest in- 
dustry, been raised from no higher a be- 
ginning : and to the recoverfaig man you 
have restored that ease of mind which is 
so necessary to health, and to enable 
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him again to resume those virtuous la- 
bours by which bis family is supported. 
And besides these great matters, I have 
enough left to gladden the heart of age and 
poverty many many times in the course of 
the dreary months which lie before them. 
Ail this, my uncle, you have done, for 
little more than one splendid entertain- 
ment would have cost you, by which, so 
far from any being really benefited, scarce 
one perhaps would have been made hap- 
py, even during the few short hours it 
lasted.'* . 

A few weeks after this time, David 
Williams coming to work in Mrs. Mans- 
field's garden, she resolved to take the 
opportunity of having a little conversation 
with him; and after giving some direc- 
tion about his work, she thus addressed 
him : 

Lady. I think, David, you are par- 
ticularly happy in having so fine a family 
of children, and so sensible and good a 
woman for your wife. 

No. V. 25 * 
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David. The childresare sharpeBOQgb, 
and all pretty healthy, considering the 
bardoeas of the timet ; and as for Sarab, 
I make no complaints of her. 

Lady. You say too little, in merely 
saying that. I love your wife for her 
piety and gentleness, and I respect her 
for being a good lAother, a good wife, and 
a good manager of her family. 

David. Why, as to all that, madam, 
you are a better judge than I ; but, as I 
said before, I make no complaints of fter, 
whatever she does of me. 

Lady^ You best know whether you 
give her occasion for any. If you are 
a kind husband, and carry your wage« 
borne to be spent in your family, sharing 
all that you have with them, as an af- 
fectionate parent delights to do, I am 
sure she will rejoice to praise you. 

David. I want none of her praises : 
a man is not to ask his wife how be is to 
spend his wages, I suppose ; and if she 
has desired you to talk to me, and take 
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me to task, I can tell her tbe will get 

very little by it. I am not such a child 

as to want scbooling at this time of day. 

Xjadj/^ I assure you she never desired 

any thing of the kind, or had the least 

knowledge that I intended it. But you 

caonot surely be offended with me for 

wishing you to be better and happier than 

you are. I have given advice to many, 

which, thongh they did not like it at the 

time, they have afterwards (hanked me 

for ; and should rejoice to be of service 

both to you and to your wife, if you 

would give me leave. 

David. I don't know what Saifah has 
been telling you, madam, but I believe 
we live together as well as m0st other 
working-people do. To be sure, I spend 
a little money at tbe Green : but bow 
can I help it ? I am not so young by 
eighteen good years as she is, and can^ 
not take to drinking; water at my time of 
life. 
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Lady, I do not even wish that you 
Bbould ; but the regular quantity of li- 
quor which it supplied by those who em- 
ploy you, ought to be all you take. 

David. I cannot do without a little 
more : if my wife starves me, I wonder 
who is to maintain her and the children. 

Lady. Let me again assure yoa, that 
this is a friendly debate between yon and 
me ; your wife neither does nor will knovr 
any thing of. the matter. 

David, Well, madam, I have told 
you the truth ; I cannot do without some- 
thing more than is to be had at home ; 
and 1 had better go on as I do, than die 
and leave my family for the parish to 
provide for- 

Lady. You have a very false notion 
of what will do you good, and prolong 
your life. A comfortable supper at your 
own house, such as your wife could af- 
ford to provide if you carried all your 
wages home, would strengthen you more 
than all that the cellar of a public house 
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contains. The strongest constitutiong 
are destroyed by regularly drinking a 
good deal, even without ever drinking to 
excess : but if you go the length of bru- 
tal intoxication, I need not tell you that 
jou are inviting loathsome diseases, and 
an early death ; committing a great sin in 
the sight of God, and making yourself a 
hateful, senseless wretch in the eyes of 
your fellow creatures. 

David. I never did say, and I do not 
pretend to say, that drunkenness is a 
good thing ; but I know by myself, that 
wholesome sound liquor gives strength, 
indeed there is no working without it. 

Lady* I have lately heard a circum- 
stance which makes me believe just the 
contrary. A number of men in one of 
the king's dock-yards laid a wager on a 
matter that had been disputed among 
them. Whether, having as much food, and 
of whatever kind he pleased, a man drink- 
ing water would not hold out to work 
longer than one who with the same food 
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drank porter. The trial was made, not 
by two men, but by six or eight men on 
each side : their work was sawing tim- 
be|-, and the quantity they nndertook to 
do each day, very great. They both 
chose beef-steaks, as the most nourishing 
food ; and after a contest of many days, 
the porter-drinkers gave up, while they 
who drank nothing but water were still 
fresh and able to go on. 

David. And is this matter really true ? 

Lady. I was told it by a person upon 
whom I can depend : and I hope it will 
convince you, that drinking even what 
are called wholesome liquors, rather les- 
sens than adds to the strength of a man 
who has plenty to eat ; and upon a weak 
and empty stomach its effects must be 
mufrh worse. 

David. I wonder very much that it 
should be as you say. But even if it is, 
1 cannot afTord to live upon beef-steaks. 
Indeed we seldom get a bit of fresh meat 
in our house ; and our pig was a poor lit* 
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tie thing this year, because the potatoes 
wete so scarce and dear. 

Ltady. Think then how hardly your 
wife and little ones must have fared, and 
bow cruel it is in you, to spend upon what 
io reality does yon much harm, that mo- 
ney which would bring plenty and com- 
fort to you all ! Come, promise me that 
you will think seriously of what I have 
said, and to-morrow we will talk of it 
agaio. 

David. I can think of it, to be sure. 
Indeed, I cannot help thinking of the men 
and tbdir wager : that those who drank 
nothing but water, should out-work the 
others, was a thing one never could have 
expected. If I was to tell this at the 
Green, Robin would get into a passion, 
and hardly a soul would believe it. 

hctdy. I wish I could persuade you 
never to go to the Green again, but to 
take delight in your own family and your 
own comfortable fire-side. 
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David. Lord, madaniy nobody would 
know me, and I should hardly know my- 
leir, if I left off going to th6 Greeo. 
Man and boy, I believe I may say, that 
barring sickneta, I have hardly been a 
week away from it in the last forty years. 
I have seen three generations of land- 
lords, and I think I shall outlive the 
fourth : for though poor Robin is but 
young, he is failing fast into a dropsy 
He takes too much of his mother's good 
ale ; though I know it is not that, so 
much as the rum and gin, th^t kills him. 

Mrs. Mansfield was so much shocked 
and disgusted with the unfeeling hard* 
ness and insensibility of David liVilliams, 
that she was tempted to leave him with- 
out saying another word. But compas- 
sion for poor Sarah, whose condition she 
now more than ever pitied, and fears for 
his own wretched prospect, as a human 
being going blindly on in the ^^ broad way 
which leadeth to destruction,'' made her 
resolve to add something more. 
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Lady. Will you allow me to say a 
feir words to you iipou (be most weighty 
of all subjects ? Have you well consider- 
ed whether the life you now lead is such 
aa you can justify to your own heart, 
aueh as wilt promote your everlasting 
welfare ? Are you making a wise prepa- 
ration for the solemn day of account, 
towards which every mortal man is ra^ 
pidly advancing, for that call to another 
world, which may surprise you among 
your companions at the Grieen, and even 
in a state of brutal intoxication ? Have 
you well considered this ? and can you 
run so fearful a risk ? 

Damd. I cannot say that I have 
thought much about it. Ther^ is no oc- . 
casion for thinking of what one cannot 
prevent. Every body must die once ; 
but I am not so old, or sickly, as to be 
looking for it just yet. 

Lady. Ah David ! I have had many 
warnirigs to look for early death. My 
beloved husband, as you well know, was 

No. V. 26 



d by Google 



290 tillage Dtalt^ueg. 

taken from me when little more tban balf 
your age, and my darling child when still 
much younger. But I do not repine : 
my heart rejoices in the certainty that 
they were ready for the call* Prepared 
like weH ripened corn for the sickle, they 
were cut down, and are now stored up 
for the great day of recompense which 
is promised by our Almighty Father, 
whenf '** be shall send Jesus Christ, who 
hath already been preached unto us, 
whom the heavens must receive till the 
times of refreshing shall come from the 
presence of the Lord*'^ 

David. I do not pretend t^ under* 
stand these high things. 

Lady* That, my friend, is your own 
fault. All that is necessary to salvatioO) 
God has mercifully placed within .tbe 
reach of every one. The Gospel of 
Christ was preached more especially \o 
the poor, and all our material duties are 
so plainly pointed out, that **hc who 
runs may read." 
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David. I have heard many sermons 
in my time, a«d manj people talk about 
religion ; but for the most part 1 think 
it ifi too learned for a poor working man, 
who Was never taught to read. 

Lady* Do jou think you should hue 
abetter aian, that is, more obedietit to 
the latvs of Godj if you understood them 
better? 

David. Why, I hardly kdow whether 
I should or not ; for I see rich men, who 
must know all about it, quite sfs bad as 
we poor one« caii be« I nei^er swore 
so many oaths in a week, as I heard far- 
mer Jopes do but yesterday ; and I know 
a certain person who uses false weights, 
and grinds down horse-beans and many 
other things to mix with the flour in his 
mill, charging all at the price of the very 
best wheat. Yet these men have Bibles 
in their houses, and go to church or cha- 
pel on Sundays, pretending to be reli- 
gious people! 
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Lady. I am sorrj to own (hat what 
you say is too true : some even of those 
who mast be fully acquainted with their 
duty, fail miserably in the performaoce of 
it: there are many, I fear, who kneel 
down in places of worship, without lift- 
ing up their hearts to Ood, and have Bi- 
bles in their houses without reading their 
precious contents. But let us at present 
leave^ these unhappy men to settle this 
great concern for themselves, and look 
narrowly into our own account. Do yon^ 
as far as your knowledge reaches, act a 
christian part ? 

David. Why really, madam, I hardly 
know what you call a christian part. I 
believe I am nobody's^ enemy but my 
own : I do no one any harm, and what 
more can be. expected from one like me? 

Lady. I will tell you, my friend, what 
is expected and required from you, what 
you are fully able to perform, and what 
if you do your utmost to perform, yoor 
life in this world will be full of hope and 
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comfort, and after death you will be re- 
ceived into a state of joj and blessedness, 
^veliich will never end. Is not this worth 
Btriving for? Is it not a glorious prize? 
David* To be sure it will be a fine 
thing for those that can deserve it. 

Lady. None of us, not even the best, 
can deserve it. But God is so infinUely 
good and kindy that he offers it freely to 
all those who serve him in love and sin- 
cerity of heart; to all ** who diligently 
seek him ;'* to all who '* live soberly, 
righteously, and godly," during their 
short time of trial in this world : and can 
you have the heart to refuse so noble, so 
bountiful an offer ? 

David. Why, I should not wish to * 
refuse it, to be sure, but — 

Lady. Come, promise me that from 
this time you will begin a new life. — Try 
it but for one week : do not go to the Green 
for one week, but take all the money that 
you get, home to your wife. All that I 
now ask of you is to promise me this* 
No. r. 26 * 
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David. Why, to be sure, to oblige 
you, madam, I should not greatly value 
such a thing as a week : but, as I told you 
before, my landlord is poorly, and I knoir^ 
as many customers have fallen off in 
these hard times, will take it ill if I for* 
sake him just now. Besides, I owe him 
a little money, which, if he thinks I am^ 
gone to the Bear, perhaps he will trouble 
me about : so you see at present I 
cannot just do what I wish : and besides 
thaty when people are getting in years, it 
cannot be expected that they should alter 
their ways. 

Lady. Unhappy man t will you not 
be persuaded to flee from the wretched 
fate of those who reject the offered boun- 
ty of their God ? Do you not tremble 
while [ repeat the words of an apostle, 
*^ Indignation and wrath, tribulation and 
anguish, will be upon every soul of man 
who doeth evil ?*' 

David. I should tremble, madam, if 
I was a robber, or a murderer ; but, as 
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I said before} I hurt nobody but myself, 
and the best of us are not without faults. 
LiOdy. True, the best of us have 
faults. Only one^ who was iherefore the 
hest beloved of Ood, has lived in this ' 
world entirely fi^ee from sin ; doing always \ 
what was pleasing in his sight. But every 
real Christian steadily aims at doing so : 
and according to our success, according 
to the measure of real goodness that we 
attain, will be our reward in the eternal 
state: and. so, with respect to the ungod- 
ly, the different degrees of guilt will each 
receive its due punishment from the great 
Searcher of hearts. You have happily 
escaped the enormous guilt of murder, 
and the shameful crime of robbery : but 
are we not expressly told, that no drunk- 
ard shall enter into the kingdom of hea- 
ven^? and are there not threatenings that 
point fearfully to him who wastes the sub- 
stance that should feed his wife and littte 
ones? Think df the solemn words of 
Paul, he to whom the word of life was 
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comniunicated by Christ himself in hit 
glorified state, after he had ascended ioto 
heaven : *' If anj provide not for his 
own/' says this great apostle, ** and es- 
pecially for those of his own bouse, he 
hath denied the faith, and is worse than 
an infideV^ 

Does not this clearly tell you that bj 
such actions you renounce yoar Lord, 
and forfeit all title to the name and the 
hopes of a Christian ? 

David. Perhaps it might have been 
well if I had heard all this long ago, 
but now I beg you to say no more about 
it. I do no more than many others, aod, 
as I said before, at my time of life it is 
hard to change. 

Lady. Well, David, for the present 
I will say no more, than begging you to 
remember,^ that whether we prepare for 
it or not, a day of solemn reckoning will 
come, when you and I must be judged 
according to our works. I entreat you 
then to think seriously of all that I have 
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said, knowing that I can have no other 
iriew or wish but to bring yon to a juat , 
sense of jour present moat dangeroua 
and sinful state ; that while life is yet 
lent, you may by true repentance of the 
past, and turning from your evil ways, 
**flee from the wrath to come;^' and, for 
the remainder of your days, <* walk wor^ 
thy of God, who hath called you unto 
his heavenly kingdom/' 

The worthy widow stood silent for a 
minute ; but David returning no answer, 
she retired into the house, disappointed 
and grieved at the apparent ill success of 
her attempt to soften the hard heart and 
enlighten the darkened understanding of 
this man. She lamented that any human 
being should be so lost to every good 
and generous feeling, so destitute of gra* 
titude to Ood, or love to man, as he ap- 
peared to be ; and deeply regretted that 
the pious and gentle Sarah should, be 
united to such an one. 
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There are few thioga- more to be de- 
plored than that youDg women shoold 
rashlj marry men with whose principles 
and characters they are little acquainted, 
and even that little which they do know, 
perhaps not to their advantage ; unaware 
of the degree of danger and misery which 
they are too probably bringing upon 
themselves. The most fearful part of 
the risk is, that they may by degrees be- 
come reconciled to, and corrupted by, 
the vices of their husbands. This is 
complete ruin, in the worst sense of the 
word ; ruin here and hereafter. But if 
fortunately this should not be the case, 
— shpuld the wife, like Sarah Williams, 
afterwards improve in piety and good- 
ness, and be, as is too likely, unable to 
reform her husband, what a severe afiUc- 
tion must it be to her to have for a con- 
stant companion a low-minded, hard- 
hearted, profligate, or dishonest man ! — 
to see the father of her children not only 
aetting them an example which it would 
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pierce her soul to see them follow, bat 
doing his utmost to prevent and destroy 
the influence of her good precepts upon 
their tender hearts ! 

Oreallj did the benevolent Mrs. Mans- 
field lament that the earlj imprudence 
of Sarah should have brought so hard a 
trial upon her: but a bad marriage is an 
evil whichy with respect to this world, 
has no cure ; and she kindly resolved to 
lose 00 opportunity of assisting her so to 
strengthen her mind, that she might pa- 
tiently endure what could not be remedi- 
ed. *^ Trust in Ood, and full confidence 
in bis gracious promises/' said she, ** will 
support her ;" and it shall be my part 
frequently to bring to her mind the short 
duration of the present life, and the never- 
ending happiness of the next ; and that 
** our light afllictions, which are but for a 
moment,'' will work for the patient con- 
tinuer in well-doing ** a far more exceed- 
ing, even an eternal weight of glory !" 



d by Google 



d by Google 



VILLAGE DIALOGUES. 



PART VI. 



d by Google 



d by Google 



VILULGE DIALOGUES. 



PART VI. 

Mrs Maitsfisld's time passed smooth- 
ly on for several weeksi in its usual active 
yet peaceful course, of friendship and 
kindness towards her neighbours, and 
heartfelt ^ietj to God. The former was 
^the business, and the latter the delight, 
the refreshment, and the support of her 
life. She often found satisfaction and 
enjoyment in a social and humane inter- 
course with her fellow creatures, and 
more especially when it appeared that 
she had done them good : but she was 
sometimes hurt and disappointed by be- 
ing unable to turn the sinner from the 
evil of his ways, the vain from his vani- 
ty, the proud ffojpi his arrogancy, and 
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the worldlj-minded from hiB short-Bight- 
ed selfishnese. But in her hours of 
meditation and prajer, all was sweet and 
consoling to her mind. In every sorrow 
and disappointment, she found a certain 
relief in opening her heart to God ! in 
laying down her cares at the footstool of 
his throne, and meekly yielding up her 
will to hik. If a tear of regret for those 
dear oiles from whom she was for a time 
Aeparated, would sometimes rise in her 
eye, or roll down her cheek, she would 
soon check the soft enlotion, by recollect- 
ing that she was ab heir of immortaliiy 1 
And all sorrow for present privations, 
was swallowed up by the glorious pros- 
pect, which endless Ages of felicity pre- 
sented to her view. Not in her own 
righteousness did she trust, for she was 
« meek and lowly of heart," and deeply 
sensible that towards God, after the ut- 
most that we can do, still we must re- 
main, ^* unprofitable servants," the best 
of us not doing all that it is our duty to 
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do : but ber firm confidence was in that 
mercy which hath promised salvation to 
the upright in heart ; to thtfse << who are 
risen with Christ, and seek those things 
which are above, where Christ sitteth 
at the right hand of Ood !'^ 

Hour after hour would glide on, while 
with the sacred volume open before her, 
she would dwell on its contents with un* 
alloyed delight, her heart overflowing 
with gratitude to Him who by the trials 
which he was pleased to allot for her in 
this short life, afforded the means of fit- 
tfng her for his everlasting kingdom : and 
when she closed the book, and returned 
to occupy herself with the common 
affairs of the world, it was always with 
renewed strength, and resolutions of 
making all that happens on its changeful 
scene, subservient to that glorious pur- 
pose. 

It has before been mentioned, that this 
excellent woman kept up a friendly in- 
tercourse with all her neighbours of what- 
No. ri. 27 * 
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ever rank ; believiiig that as " bretfareo 
in Christ,*' she was bound, as far aa her 
power exteoded, to be usefol to them all. 
To the poor she was gentle and compas- 
sionate, enlightening their minds, aa well 
as relieving their necessities, and to the 
classes above these, who are in general 
totally neglected, and sometimes scarcely 
treated as fellow creatures, by the rich 
and well informed ; she was uniformly 
attentive, inviting them occasionally to 
her house, and conversing freely with 
them on all subjects on which she thought 
she could be useful to them in removing 
their prejudices, and potting things of 
consequence to the regulation of their 
heart and conduct, in a just light before 
their eyes. She did not do this (as the 
reader may observe in her dialogue with 
Mrs. Bennet) in a haughty dictatorial 
manner, as if she sent for them to be 
taught and schooled ; but she drew 
forth their opinions, and where she 
thought them wrong, mildly endeavoured 
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to Bet them riglit. This practice of as- 
sociating in turns with all ranks to pro- 
mote their itnproTement in* piety and vir- 
tue^ it may well be supposed she copied 
from her beloved husband, who was a 
true shepherd of the flock which was 
committed to his care. During his life 
she was his zealous helper in promoting 
christian faith and morals among them^ 
and when he wiis gone, she felt herself 
still called upon to leave nothing undone 
in her little circle, which God had given 
her talents and opportunity to perform. 

One morning, on her return from a 
number of visits, in every one of which 
she bad administered relief, comfort, or 
useful counsel, she was met at her own 
door by Sarah, and delighted to perceive 
an unusual degree of cheerfulness in her 
countenance, desired her to come in ; 
and when they were seated, <* Something 
I am sure has happened 4hat pleases you, 
my dear Sarah," said she, '* and I shall 
be glad to share in your satisfaction of 
whatever kind it may be." 
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Sarah. O madam, I have indeed 
good news to tell you. But it ia quite a 
little history, and if you can spare time 
to hear me, I will begin from the first. 

Lady. Begin then, for I shall rejoice 
to hear of whatever gives you comfort* 

Sarah* I beliere I told you, madam, 
some time ago, that Mrs. Bennet was io 
poor health, wliich gave me an ppportU" 
nity of often being useful to her, so that 
we were quite upon civil terms, though 
ahe was too proud to ask me to sit down 
and talk with her as you, though a lady, 
so often do. But what I came oi^ pur- 
pose to tell you is, thai last Sunday 
night, after we had said our prayers, 
and I had put my children in bed, as I 
was sitting alone by the kitchen fire, 
thinking of the sermon and chapters 
which 1 had heard in the day, I was 
surprised to hear a horse come upon a 
full trot up to my neighbour's house, 
and stop there without the door being 
opened, or the sound of any person dis- 
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meunting. I went out, and the moon 
shining bright, saw a little hackney which 
I knew was commonly rode by the ser- 
vants at the squire's, standing with a side 
saddle on his back before Mrs. Bennetts 
door. I called to know if any body was 
therC} but no one answered. I then 
went to the door, which was locked, and 
looking in at the kitchen window saw 
that it was empty, and the (ire made up 
close. I knew that Mr. Bennet had gone 
out in the morning to yisit a brother at 
some distance, and was not expected 
back for a day or two ; and after con- 
sidering a little, I thought it was very 
likely that Mrs. Bennet who often visits 
the housekeeper at the ball, might have 
borrowed this little horse to carry her 
home, and from his coming to her door 
without a rider, I feared something bad 
had happened. The thoughts of this 
made me tremble from head to foot, and 
I stood some minutes considering what - 
was best to be done. What would I 
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then have given that my husband had 
been at home, and sober, that we rn^hi 
have gone together towards the squire^t. 
But I could not think of going almost a 
mile to the Oreen in search of him, as m 
the meantime the poor woman might be 
lost. So, coward as I am, I resolved to 
go bj myself in search .of her ; and rim- 
Ding up stairs for my bonnet, jost looked 
at the children, who were all fast asleep, 
and offered up a prayer to God, that he 
would guard and protect both them and 
me ; for I was so alarmed that the danger 
then appeared much greater than it real- 
ly was. 

Just as I was setting out, I recollect- 
ed the bottle of hartshorn which yoo, 
dear madam, gave me for my Sally'-a 
sore throat, and put it into my pocket. 
The rain which had fallen in the morn- 
ing had made the road very wet and 
slippery, and as I walked along, trem-^ 
bling, and almost faint, the moon was 
covered with a dark cloud, and a heavy 
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•bower wetted me to the skin. 1 now 
wished that I h^d mounted the pooej, ai 
it was full three miles to the squire's, 
and I was resolved^to go the whole waj, 
if I did Dot find her on the road : bqt 
this did not come into my mind till I was 
a ^ood waj from home, and I could not 
think V of turning . back. So on I went, 
looking fearfully about, and dreading the 
condition in which I might find the ob- 
ject of mj search; till just as .we turn 
from our long lane into the great road, 
the moon happening to shine upon the 
▼ery spot, I saw a woman Ijing on the 
ground without sense or motion. 

O madam, I flew to her, and you maj 
conceifre my joy when I found that she 
was alive, though at that time quite insen- 
sible. My recollection and spirits seemed 
to return to me in a moment, and sitting 
down by her, I rahed her head to my bo- 
som, and rubbed hartshorn on her nostrils 
and temples. While I was doing this she 
had seyeral convulsive struggles, and her 
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breath at length retaroedt but it vat 
lome time before she wni a^le to speak, 
though she maEj times attempted it. Aa 
aooo as I thought she cpuld uDderatand 
me, I told her how I bad been alarmedj 
and in consequence .came out to look iof 
her : she feebl j thanked me, and asked 
how we should possibly get home. I 
dreaded to see her attempt to rise, lest 
I should find that some bone 'was broken 
or out of joint ; but thank Ood, it was 
not so, and she was able after a while to 
stand, and then supported by me to move 
slowly forward, complaining heavily of 
a bruise on her left arm and side. Many 
times were we obliged to stop and rest 
upon the wet ground, for though 1 am 
so much stronger and taller than she, I 
found myself quite unable to ciM^^ry her^ 
which I more than once attempted to do. 
At length however we reached home, 
when to add to our difficulties the key 
of Mrs. Bennet's house was missing ; so 
I could only take her into mipe, and re- 
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iolve to do all that was in my Bmftll power 
to help her, and putting her into David's 
arm chair, I stirred up the fire, and put 
on plenty of water to heat. 1 then fetch- 
ed down linen to air, and the most com- 
fortable clothes 1 had, for the poor wo- 
man was almost covered with mud, and 
quite wet through* When the water was 
readjjl helped her to wash her face, hands^ 
and feet, which seemed greatlj to refresh 
her, and then she put on dry clothes : 
after this was done, I grieved to . think 
that 1 had nothing in the house nice 
enough for her to eat, but she was so 
kind as to say that she likeil a fresh egg 
as well as any thing, and 1 lost no time 
in getting one for her. She now began 
again to complain of the pain in her arm 
and side, and I rejoiced to know that I 
had succotrine aloes in the house, wliich 
I pounded, and mixing with warm water, 
rubbe4fit gently for a long time over 
every part that was affected. By the 
time this was done the linen was aired, 
No. VL 2« 
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and calling up my little Sallj who was 
sleeping with the infant, I laid it on mj 
own bed, and putting Mrs. Begnef into 
it, bad soon after the pleasure of hearing 
her say, that she lay quite at ease, and 
comfortable. I then sent Sally to the 
other children, and after feeding the 
young one and laying it in the cradle, got 
some dry clothes and supper for myself, 
and prepared for spending the night in 
the arm-chair, having desired. Mrs. Ben- 
net to knock if she was unwell, or wanted 
any thing. 

' O madam, with what delight, and gra- 
titude to Ood, did I look back upon the 
business of the evening. He had given 
me an opportunity of ^serving him in the 
manner that he chiefly requires, by being 
a comfort to, and perhaps saving the life 
of a fellow creature. He had protected 
my sleeping innocents in their lonely cot- 
tage, and me, while with a trem^bling heart 
I wandered forth alone, in a dismal night, 
and after directing me to (he object of 
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my search, had given me the power of 
BUppijing all her immediate wadts. I 
could not sleep for thinking of all these 
things, but 1 spent a happj night, in 
prayer and thankfulness, and could not 
for once forbear rejoicing that David did 
not come home, for in (he state Ihat he no 
doubt was in, it would have been most 
diatressing to me, particularly as no bed 
was left for him. 

Before it was quite light in (he morn- 
ing, Mrs. Bennet called me to her, and 
after saying that she had slept well, and 
waa in all respects much bet(er than she 
expected to be, desired I would go to the 
place where she had fallen from her horse 
to look for the key of her house, which 
she thought must have been dropped 
there: so as soon as 1 had dressed the chil- 
dren I set out, and found it exactly on the 
spot where she had lain. I ran back 
wi(h it, and Mrs. Bennet begged me, as 
soon as I had milked her poor cow8,^hich 
I grieved to think had been forgotten the 
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nigbt before, to go and light a fire in her 
kitchen, and bring her some clothes which 
she directed me where to find. When 
all this was done, she got up, and to my 
great joy, found herself surprisingly well. 
When she came down stairs, ^* Sarah," 
said she, << I will not leave jour boose 
till 70U tell me what I am in jour debt 
for all the care and trouble I have given 
jou. Do not be afraid of naming a good 
round sum, for I owe jou a great deaL" 
<* Tom owe me nothing, dear Mrs. B&h 
net,'' said I, ** I bless Ood, for givii^ 
me the power to help 700, and joo are 
freelj welcome to all that I can do, both 
now, and at any other time when jou 
maj want me." She said nothing in re* 
plj (o this, but after being silent for 
several minutes, asked me to rub her 
side and arm once more with the aloes 
and water. When this was done, *^ I 
begin to want mj breakfast," said she, 
** lend me your arm, for I hardly know 
whether 1 can jet walk home without it;" 
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Mid indeed she was quite giddj after 
going a few steps, and was very glad to 
be seated by the side of her own fire. I 
had before put on the tea kettle, and left 
everj thing clean and comfortable, but 
as she was so very weak, I stayed to get 
her breakfast ready ; and will own to you, 
dear madam, that I thought she would 
have asked me to ait down and partake 
with her, which would have been a little 
treat, as she always has the best of every 
thing ; i>ut she did not, and I thought to 
oayself, it is her way, and why should I 
look Cor any other. So I told her I would 
go and do my work, and come to her at 
milking time in the evening. '< I shall 
want you before," said she, *^ do come 
as soon as you have an hour to spare af- 
ter dinner." I promised that I would, 
and left her. 

Just as 1 had got my house into a little 
order, my husband came home, in a very 
bad humour, as he always does after 
spending such nights. I will however 

Ko. VL 28 * 
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say nothing of his behaviour, m it would 
abock joUy without relieving me, but 
basteo to tetl you^ that after we bad dined, 
and he was gone out, I huahed my infant 
to sleep, and leaving the rest of my cbii* 
dren at play before the door, went in as 
I had promised io Mrs. Bennet. 

<« Sit down, Sarab," said she, " I want 
to have some conversation with you." I 
did as she desired, and she thus went 
on. " It is not any thing which I can 
say, that will let you know the sense I 
bave of your goodness towards me, but 
tny future conduct shall show it. From 
this time I have done with the foolish 
and sinful pride which made me look 
down upon one who is a thousand times 
better and worthier than myself* At the 
time when I recovered my senses, and 
found you seated on the wet ground sup- 
porting me ip your arms, I would have 
thanked you, but I could not speak ; and 
when with such labour and difficulty you 
brought me under your own roof| and 
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acted toirardt me who so ill deserved it 
at your haods, id all respects as a tea- 
der and dutiful daughter would have 
done to the best of mothers, 1 was as- 
toDiahedy aod thought jou could only do 
it with the hope of a large reward, which 
indeed you h&d well deserved s but when 
with so much real kindness, jou told me, 
1 was freely welcome, aud offered to do 
as much agaio if ever it should be want- 
ing, without an eye to fee or reward — 
you overcame me, and completely gained 
my heart* You heaped those " coals of 
fire'' upon my head, which have melted 
down my pride, and made you from that 
moment my adopted daughter. At the 
time, I could not say this to you« and af- 
ter you brought me home my mind was 
foil, and I wanted leisure to think ; so I 
bade yon come to me after dinner, and 
in the mean time I have settled how every 
thing shall be. I will take your eldest 
girl entirely to live with me : she shall 
continue to go to school for a year or 
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two (o come, snd I will instruct ber in all 
that is wanting to fit ber for a good ser- 
vice, which when she is of a proper age 
I can easily get for her, and when abe 
leaves* me another shall come, and so on." 

madam, how do yon think I felt when 

1 heard all this ! 

Lady. Dear Sarah, your little story 
fills my eyes with tears, and my heart 
with gladness. 

Sarah. And this is only a part of ray 
happiness. She told roe that now she 
was getting into years, and her health 
but weak, she was resolved no longer to 
work so hard as she' bad done. ^* If I 
and my husband," said she, " were never 
to gain another shilling, we have enough 
to maintain us in plenty all our lives. He 
has long wanted me to live in ease and 
quiet, so with God's blessing, I will spend 
tfi^ rest of my days in comfort, and in 
doing good. That dear lady who is so 
much your friend, said what a help you 
might be to me, and now, unworthy as I 



Digitized by GoOgle^ 



ViUage Didh^fues, 321 

am, I haTe foHj proTed it. Tou shall 
milk and cburn for me till your daughter 
is aUe, and I will pay yon with plenty 
of mtlk and fruit, and garden-stuff for your 
family* Go no more for water to any 
weli but mine, and for any thing that is 
wanting for you or yours, come to me as 
to a mother. I have no near relation 
but a sister who is older than myself, and 
well provided for, and my husband and I 
have so settled it, that each of ns shall 
dfsposie of half what we are worth ; so 
I will directly make my will, that you may 
not lose your support, even if I should 
die/' 

I laid my hand upon her mouth, beg* 
gmg her to stop, and not talk of suck great 
things, till she better saw how I should 
deserve it ; but she would not be stop- 
ped, and from that time she h(M been like 
a mother to me and mine. 

Lady. Though it does not always 
happen, yet frequently our gracious Fa- 
ther thus makes virtue to prosper upon 
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earth : and when we have oTercome evil 
wilh goody and prosperitj is as with yoo, 
the eflTect of tralj Christian conduct ; the 
delight which arises from it is a hondred 
fold ; for we have not only obtained a pre- 
sent advantage, but brightened the pros- 
pect of endless felicity, which will be the 
portion of the righteous in a better world. 
Sarah* O madam, all this happiness 
and comfort do I under Ood, owe to you; 
for by your means was my heart coo- 
Tcrted from worldly pursuits, and turned 
to my duty and to heaven. I have often 
and earnestly prayed for grace to enable 
me patiently to submit to the poverty, 
to which my husband's ill conduct seem- 
ed, without hope of remedy, to condema 
me and my children ; but now that evil 
is graciously removed, and every thing is 
happy about me, but his temper and ha- 
bits. Do not however think that I am 
so ungrateful to heaven and you as to be 
discontented, ot to complain of those. 
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Lady. In this world, my good Sarab, 
perfect happiness neither is, nor ought 
to be found.' She is an inhabitant of 
those brighter regions towards which a 
pious heart continually aspires ; and onlj 
her likeness or or shadow shews itself 
here to our adtaiiring ^yes, to encourage 
and stimulate our desires and efforts to 
obtain her. Yet mixed as the present 
life is with pleasure and pain, good and 
evil, too many of us are disposed to take 
up our rest here, and act as if we were 
citizens and inhabitants of the earth, in- 
stead of ^* strangers and pilgrims,'' pass-, 
ing through it, and seeking a better, even 
a heavenly country. Go on then, dili- 
gently endeavouring to follow the pre- 
cepts and example of yoOr Lord ; pa- 
tiently and submissively enduring the 
evil, and praising the bountiful Bestower 
for the good; till in his own appointed 
time, he calls the faithful and obedient 
followers of his son, to inherit with him, 
the kingdom prepared by his infinite 
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goodness for their " exceediag great re- 
ward !" 

At this moment Mrs. Mansfield's ser- 
vant entered, to inform her that a peer 
woman, the mother of a large family, 
bad been ill for some dajs, and that her 
sister, who was come from some distance 
to nurse her, earnestly requested her 
immediate help. Ever ready to obey 
the calls of benevolence, the good widow 
took a hasty leave of Sarah, and instsot- 
ly set out towards the cottage of the sick 
woman. 

The morning was warm and misty, 
and the paths wet, which, as her feelings 
led her to walk fast, heated and fatigued 
her very much. Immediately on her 
arrival she went up into the close cham- 
ber of the patient, (into which a fire bad 
most injudiciously been put, notwith- 
standing the warmth of the weather, and 
the burning fever she was in,) and wai 
beginning to ask some questions respect- 
ing her disorder, and the reason why she 
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had not been ear ier iaformed of if, when 
a sudden faintness came over faer» her 
e jes grew dim, her head giddj, and she 
sank down upon the bed, beside which 
she bad been imprudently standing. 

The poor sick woman was insensible 
to all that passed, beibg at that time in 
a state of delirium, but her sister had 
sufficient presence of mind instantly to 
open the window of the room, and send 
one of the children for a cup of fresh 
water, with which she sprinkled the 
Lady's face : in a short time she began 
to revive, and by degrees recovered her 
recollection, but was seized with a vi- 
olent shivering and sickness. Nothing 
proper for her relief was to be had in 
this poor cottage, but she was far less 
alarmed than those about her, and desired 
her servant might be sent for, and told 
to bring drops with her. Ill as she re* 
ally was, her thoughts turned again to 
the poor object who lay before her, and 
having made a few enquiries^ she direct- 
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ed that the fire should be immediately 
removed, and the door of the room kept 
Gomtaotlj open. **You have seen," 
•aid she, ** the effect which the bad air 
has had upon me^' and how can it be fit 
for a sick person to breathe. When the 
weather is dry and mild, let the window 
be kept always open ; and when this can- 
not be done, be careful not to shut the 
door, day or night. 

Being fully convinced that the poor 
woman's complaint was a low fever, she 
inquired whether they could procure 
some fresh yeast, and being told that 
there was some then in the house, ready 
for making bread, she bade the woman 
go to a neighbouring public house for 
some beer, and when it was come, di- 
rected a large spoonful of the yeast to 
be gives in a tea cup full of it ; and thii 
to be repealed every four hours, till they 
heard further from her. 

Mrs. Mansfield now perceived the 
sickness beginning to return, and going 
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with some difficulty down the steep and 
narrow stairs, sat' down in the kitcheii, 
where she found immediate relief from 
the fresh air which came in from the 
open door. She had not sat long before 
Hannah her faithful servant entered, full 
of anxiety and almost breathlesi with 
haste. She brought drops, wine, and 
biscuits, from a store which her misiresi 
always left under her care, for the bene- 
fit of any poor people who might be in 
want of such things while she was ab- 
sent from home. One of the biscuiti 
she was prevailed upon to eat, dipped in 
a glass of ginger wine, and it appeared 
considerably to revive her ; the remain- 
der she left for the use of the sick wo* 
man, strictly cautioning her sister not to 
let her have much wine at a time, and 
promising soon to send some strong mut* 
ton broth, of which she might give her 
a tea cup full as often as she could 
take it. 
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She now thought herself so mm^ bet- 
ter as to be able to walk home, aod lean- 
ing 00 her servant's arm, she at length, 
greatl/ fatigued and exhausted, reached 
her own habitation. 

<< Ah madam/' said Hannah, when she 
had seated her upon' a sofa, ** you did 
verj rashly to go out again to-day with- 
out taking both rest aod refreshment, 
especially to visit a person who had a 
fever. You used always to eat some- 
thing just before you went to such com- 
plaints, and to take a bit of camphor to 
put into your mouth when you went into 
the sick ranom." 

Lady. True, my good Hannah, those 
were precautions which your dear mai- 
ter insisted upon my using, and my dear 
Fanny was never unmindful of them; 
but of late I have not been so carefal 
as perhaps I ought ; nor did I know to- 
day, what was the poor woman's disor- 
der. Do not however lose another quo- * 
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ute before you begin to prepare some 
broth for her. 

Hannah instantly departed, but soo« 
returned with a basin of tapioca, which 
she justly thought more suitable to the 
present condition of her lady Ihan any 
refreshment of a more solid kind could 
have been ; and in less than half an hour 
afterwards, this valuable servant came 
to say that she had put the mutton to 
atew, taken her own dinner, and was 
ready to go and fumigate the room of the 
sick woman. This 'was a process with 
which she was well acquainted, and the 
eminently benefirial effects of which in 
fevers she had often witnessed ; but as 
all my readers may not be equally well 
informed on the subject, I will here put 
down an easy receipt. 

Put half a pint of vinegar into a tin 
saucepan, and add to it half an ounce of 
pounded saltpetre : when this is melted 
in the vinegar, hold the saucepan in the 
left hand, and with the right put in a red 
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hot poker ; and morUig gently about the 
room and round the ^ bed, let the steaia 
which rises from it mix with the air. 
This should be done every four boors, 
making the mixture fresh eirery momiog. 
This fumigation destroys the contagioa 
of the distemper, and is particularly ne-, 
cessary in the chambers of the poor. 

Mrs. Mansfield commended the aiacri* 
ty and good will with which the worthy 
Hanoah performed this deed of charity, 
and giving her a bit of camphor to, hold 
in her mouth while ^he was in th^. sick 
room, bade her strongly enforce the ne- 
cessity of keeping it cool ^nd ^liry. She 
also sent by her two changes of linen for 
the poor woman, and one for her bed ; 
having several sets of a proper kind al- 
ways by her, ready to be brought out at 
a minute's warning, to supply the press* 
ing calls of poverty and sickness united, 
which should never ask in vain where 
the power of relieving them is bestowed. 
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The good widow was now left aloae, 
mmA feeling greatly fatigued, tried to' get 
Iftome repose upon the sofa: but sleep 
fled from her aching eyes. She was lan- 
guid and weary, but restless. Such a 
condition to the generality of people is 
most wretched ; but she had that com- 
posure of mindy that peace within^ which 
J9na|)le8 us ^* to endure all things :" and 
^hougb she could not steadily fix her 
Ihougbts upon any object, her wander- 
ings were perplexed rather than painful. 
Soon after the return of JHannab, she 
took a dish of coffee and went to bed, 
where she slept tolerably, and arose the 
next morning at her usual time, apparent- 
ly much better, though still languid. 
Her first care was to send to the sick 
woman, and she had the pleasure of hear- 
ing that a woqderful amendment had taken 
place. The first fumigation of the room, 
and the clean linen which was put on 
immediately after, had given her great 
refreshment, and after she had, at the 
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proper time, taken a second close of yeast, 
she had fallen into a sweet sleep, which 
continued for several hours, and «he bad 
since taken broth and bi^icuit many times, 
and continued to amend. 

This account was highly gratifying 
to Mrs. Mansfield, who remained during 
the day in a state which could hardly be 
justly called sickness or health; She 
had no poi^ilive ailment, but seemed to 
herself to be but half awake, could take 
little nourishment, and was incapable of 
pa}ii^ much attention to any thing. 
The ne&t day, which was Sunday, not 
being able to attend public prayers, ac- 
cording to her constant custom, the min- 
ister called, after the evening service, to 
inquire respecting her health. She was 
lying upon the sofa when he came in, 
which seemed to answer the first question 
that be meant to ask. '* I see, dear ma- 
dam,*' said he, " that myfears were but 
too well founded ; it must have been a 
»erious cause which kept you from the 
house of prayer." 
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Liody. I am indeed far from well, and 
I tliank you for this kind visit of inquiry : . 
to-oaorroffy I sbould have requested the 
favour of seeing you. 

Ministtu I rejoice that I have been 

before-hand with your wishes, and hope 

I need not assure you, that it will highly 

gratify ne to be serviceiable to you in 

aay way. 

Jjadg. Short as your residence in 
this neighbourhood has been» I should 
be most ungrateful for your past 
ffiendlinesa if I could doubt it. i am 
not at present very iil, but I know not 
bow soon I may become so, and it is beat 
to make all necessary arrangements for 
both worlds as fully as we can, before 
the task becomes difficult. Immediately 
siter the death of my child, I made my 
wilt, leaving a small estate, which I in- 
herited from my father, to his nearest 
relation, a worthy man, but living in a 
distant county, and so much engaged in 
bttsinesSy that I have never seen him. 
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Besides this, I have tvfo (boosand poonds 
to dispose of, the half of which I have 
divided amongst my mother's relations, 
who are few and well provided for. In 
the disposal of the remaining thousand, 
I shall, as mv executor, give 70a some 
trouble. You will 6nd a small iegacj 
to my servant, besides my furniture and 
clothes, and ^eve^al sums to worthy per- 
sons who are, I know, in narrow circum- 
stances ; all together to the amount of 
five hundred pounds. Out of the last 
five hundred are to be paid the small an- 
nuities which I have named for the lives 
of several old or sickly persona, who 
would otherwise be heavy sufferers by 
my death. This will at first take up the 
whole interest of the money ; but as they 
drop off, I would have the principal so 
released, given to the funds for the spread 
of go8pel truth and Christian morality, 
which Vou will find particularly menrion- 
ed in my will ; so that in the end the 
whole money will be vested in them^ and, 
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I tniBt, doing something towards further- 
ing tbe approach of our Master's blessed 
kingdom, when the donor sleeps in the 
peaceful mansions of the tomb. The 
remainder of my income belongs to the 
property of my dear husband, and will 
be disposed of as his will directs. 

minister* Be assured, dear madam, 
that should I survive jou, I will most 
c^refuUy attend to all that you wish ; but 
I bope and trust that the time is not 
near: we can ill spare such an example 
as you daily give to all who know you. 

Lady* Ah sir, I have little besides 
good intentions to plead in my own be- 
half. But, lifting up her meek eyes and 
one hand, God is love I he will merciful- 
ly pardon the faults and errors of those 
who diligently strive to serve him. 

A soft flush appeared upon her cheek, 
and after a silence of a few minutes, she 
thus went on. 

You cannot wonder that I should look 
forward with delight to a moment which 
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will realize all that my heart pa^ts after. 
Believe me, sir, my thoughia are not con- 
fined to the happioeafl of a re-«oion with 
those whom I moat loved on eartli ! Mj 
soul mouota higher ; it looks to, it aapirea 
after a state in which God will be more 
sensibij known, more dear to the affec- 
tions of his children than aoj ioferior 
being can be : when our natures will he 
BO purified and exalted, that we shall be- 
hold him more clearly, and love him more 
ardently than we have now words to eX' 
press or imaginations to conceive ! 

These great thoughts were too power^ 
fui for the weak frame which embodied 
them ; a faintness came over her, bat 
fortunately a glass of water and some 
hartshorn were upon the table, and by a 
proper application of them she was sooa 
recovered. 

Minister. You. have exerted yourself 
too much, dear madam, and must repose: 
but before 1 leave you 1 must beg your 
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directions with respect to the physician 
you wish to consult, for I will not lose an 
hoar in sendpng for him. 

Ldttdifj smiling. Ton are too easilj 
alarmed ; 1 am in a weak state, bi|t per* 
hapa not even in danger of a serious ill* 
ness. Have the goodness to come to me 
again in the morningy and I will then do 
ivhatever you advise. Indulge me, dear 
air, in this ; I cannot think of calling any 
one out in the night, unless it is quite 
necessary. 

The good minister unwillingly com- 
plied with her wishes ; and taking an 
affectionate leave, she soon afterwards 
retired to her apartment, where she pass- 
ed a sleepless and uneasy night. Early 
io the morniag she was informed that her 
friend was come, and begged to have her 
promised directions, which, without fur- 
ther delay, she sent to him ; feeling her- 
self to be in a state which really required 
medical help. Her own illness however 
did not prevent her from thinking of the 
No. ri. 30 
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lofferings and wants of others : sbe bad 
directed that the poor woman who bad 
been the last object of her care, should 
be supplied with every thing that could 
forward her recovery, and had now the 
satisfaction of hearing that the jeast and 
fumigations were no longer necessary, 
the fever having left her, and that she 
took nourishment and gained strength 
every hour. 

About the middle of the day, Mrs; 
Manafield was again visited by her friend, 
who informed her that bis servant was 
returned from Manchester, and that the 
doctor would be with her in a short time. 
<'Aod now that I have gained one point, 
dear madam," said he, *' 1 am aiming at 
another, upon which I have so entirely 
set my heart, that I trust you will not 
refuse it to me. I have this evening 
promised to comply with the earnest en- 
treaties of my daughter, and bring her 
with me to visit you ; and you must 
oblige me with permitting her to remain 
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here till yoo are perfectly recovered. 
She 18 joniig, but I will answer for ber 
care ^nd abilities as a nurse : she had, 
alas ! too good an opportunity of learning 
that valuable art during the long illness of 
her dear mother. Though her arqnaint- 
ance with you is short, it has been suffi* 
cient to inspire a degree if afTection and 
respect which makes her anxious to exert 
ail her powers for your comfort and benefit* 
liady. I can have only one objection 
to this most friendly offer; but that is a 
•erious one. It is possible that my com* 
plaint, which I plainly perceive to be 
feverish, may become infectious. Should 
your dear Emma catch the distemper 
from me, I might be the means of de- 
priving you of your darling child, and 
society of one likely to become a most 
valuable member. 

Minister. Talk not so, dear madam ; 
ifufifir us to perform a sacred duty, by 
doing our utmost to preserve a life so 
precious. The danger of infectiooi in a 
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house like yours, and with eyery pre^ 
caution taken, is not worth mentioning, 
while the benefit to my daughter by 
attending upon you at such a time, may 
be more than even a father can calculate. 
Let her see how a t^ne Christian is sup- 
ported under the most trying circum- 
stances ; it win be a noble lesson, written 
in living characters on her heart. I have 
learned from the experience of many 
years, that '* it is better to go into the 
house of mourning than into the house of 
joy," and I am anxious to impress the 
same profitable conviction upon the mind 
of my child. 

Lady* Ydu plead as I, on a like 
occasion, should have done for my Fanny, 
and I can no longer resist. May I be 
enabled so to pass through the trying 
hours which perhaps are near at hand, 
as to leave every pious impression that 
you wish indelibly impressed upon the 
heart pf your .Emma ! 
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The phjsiciaa now arrived, and the 
good minister soon after took his leave, 
promising to return in the evening with 
his daughter. The doctor carefully ex- 
amined into the state of his patient, and 
after writing a prescription, gave minute 
directions with respect to her treatment 
to the. faithful Hannah, who was well 
qualified for the office of a nurse, by the 
practice which, under her benevolent 
mistress's instructions, she had had 
amongst the poor. 

Notwithstanding all her care, the dis- 
order of her lady increased hourly ; and 
when Mr. Orey and his daughter came, 
she was so ill that the amiable Emma 
resolved to spend the night in her room, 
Hannah agreeing to go to bed, on condi- 
tion of being allowed to take her place at 
break of day. Towards midnight the 
fever ran high, and she became delirious. 
Had not Miss Grey been happily pos- 
sessed of a calm. steadiness of mind, not 
very common at her age, she must have 
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been alaraied bj the cbtioge which so 
suddeolj took place in her friendy from 
a sweet placid composure to a suddeo 
and rapid effusion of words, to which, for 
the most part, no distinct meaning could 
be affixed, Sometimes,,indeed, she would 
repeat the names of (hose dear departed 
ones who filled so large a part in her 
heart, and sometimes a broken sentence 
in the form of prajer or praise, would 
faulter on her lips, and then a sweetness, 
almost angelic, would spread itself over 
her features,-— but in a moment it was 
gone, and wild, incoherent words suc- 
ceeded. 

It was a trying night to the youthful 
Emma ; often in the course of it did she 
lift up her heart to Ood ; praying him to 
restore those faculties which had been so 
zealously employed in the cause of Chris* 
tian piety ; and picturing to herself the 
delight of hereafter believing that she 
had contributed towards an end so desi- 
rable, so *< devoutly to be wished.'* 
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rFheie ioteretting thoughts, aad the sue- 
cegsiTe kind attentions with which she 
occupied herself about her friend, made 
the time appear so short, that it seemed 
rather a disturbance than a relief, when, 
at break of daj, Hannah came to take her 
plade, and she could hardlj be prevailed 
upon to retire into another apartment for 
a few hours of rest. 



Early on the following morning the 
good minister arrived, and was making 
anxious inquiries at the door, of Mrs* 
Mansfield's chamber, when a light and 
bastj footstep was heard upon the stairs. 
It was Sarah, who, as soon as she saw 
Mr. Grej, curtsied and stood in silence. 
** Come up, my good woman," said he, 
<* I need not ask your business here. Our 
dear friend is very ill, 1 fear dangerously 
ill, — but the will of God be done." 

Poor Sarah lifted up her hands and 
streaming eyes, a picture of silent wo, 
and Mr. Grey going into a small study 
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which joined the ladj's apartment, beck- 
oned her to follow him, and thoa addresa- 
cd her. 

Mr. Orey, I do not wonder at your 
concern : no one can know this excellent 
woman without feeling anxiously desirous 
to keep her longer here. 

Sarakf still weeping. O sir, she was 
and is every thing, — all the world to me. 
I owe to her all that I have, and, under 
Ood, all that I hope for ; and I am now 
come to beg that T may stay here as long 

as O good sir, I hope you do not 

think that we shall lose her. 

Mr. Orey. That can only be known 
to Htm in whose hand is the life of every 
. creature. 1 earnestly hope and pray 
that she may be restored to us; but 
I fear she has hardly strength to resist 
so violent an attack. 

Sarah* Then I have only this to ask, 
that I may be allowed to be with her, and 
tend upon her to the last. Do, good sir, 
beg for me that I may do this. 
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JMTr. 0rey. Most frilliDgly woura I do 
«o, did not I know tfaat you have a faniHy 
of childr^en who cannot be provided for 
withoot yiour care. 

Sarah. I have contrived it sill. As 
soon as I heard of mj dear l&d j*s having 
caught the fever, and tfaat it was likely 
to go worse with her than, by her good 
help, it had done with the poor woman 
on the green, I ran to my neighbour Mrs. 
Benhet, who, though onee an enemy, is 
DOW, by her means, become my friend, 
and jnst reaching a chair in her kitchen^ 
sunk do#h quite uhlablte to speak, my 
heart aWelKng to such a degree that I 
thought it would have burst. She open- 
ed my stttys, and rubbed spirits upon my 
temples, and at length I became easier 
and'begati to Weep : but my sorrow was 
more than I can tell, and chiefly because 
I could not gp to nurse the dear lady in 
so dangerous a case. Wheb my good 
friend found this, she odered to send for 
my mother to come and stay with the 



d by Google 



846 ViUage IHahgue$. 

children, and said she would herself take 
care that they wanted for nothing while I 
was away* O sir, I cannot tell you how 
thankful I was ; and in the remainder of 
yesterday, last night and this morniog, I 
have put every thing in order, and have 
taken leave of my dear children, the in- 
fant and all, for I had weaned him just 
before ; and it will go near to break my 
heart if I am not allowed to stay. 

Mr. Orey. Was your husband willing 
that you should come ? 

Sarah* I got Mrs. Bennet to ask him, 
and as she does so much for us and for 
our children, he could ndt refuse her ; 
and I am in great hopes that when he 
finds how comfortable my poor mother 
will keep the house, that he will consent 
to her staying with us, which 1 have 
quite set my heart upon* 

Mr. Grey. And are you not afraid of 
catching this fever, which you believe to 
be so infectious ? 
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8arah. Ah air, I will trust all to 
God ! He will take care of cay little 
ones, if I sfaoulct die in such a cause. 
But may I not go to tbe dear lad/ ? I 
know she will like to see me, and, if it 
ma J be sofiered, I will never leave her 
night or day. 

Mr. Grey. I will speak to my daugh- 
ter on your behalf; both she and the 
worthy Hannah will be glad of so zealous 
an assistant. May it be the will of the 
great Disposer of events, that your labour 
of love may be crowned with the wished- 
for success. 

Miss Orey now entered tbe room, and 
Sarah was kindly received by her : she 
had just left Mrs. Mansfield, who was so 
ill that they rejoiced that the physi- 
cian had been engaged to attend her 
every day till some change took place. 
He accordingly came on that and many 
succeeding days ; but notwithstanding 
his skill and the anxious care of her 
attendants, who did all that afiectionate 
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love coaM prompt them to, the disorder 
wai not to be stopped or even checked 
in its progress. 

The doctor cslGolaled how loas the 
fever would be id coming to a crisis, after 
which he said the question of life or 
death would soon be decided. But he 
warned her friends not to be aangniae in 
their hopes, as the violence of the com* 
plaint and h^r apparent weakness left 
little more than a possibility of a favour- 
able issue. 

Ail the neighbouring families for miles 
around, seemed deeplj interested in the 
recovery of this excellent woman ; bnt 
no one, out of her own house, manifested 
an anxiety so truly heart-felt as poor 
Thomas. Twice every day did he come 
to iniquire after her, and the good Han- 
nah so well knew the regard her lady had 
for him, that she generally answered him 
herself. She had indeed a mournful kind 
of pleasure in describing her condition 



d by Google 



ViOage Dialogues. 340 

to one who lo fuWj shared in all her 
feelings* 

The worthy Mr. Orey spent as mach 
of every, day as bis other avocations 
would permit with his beloved daughter, 
and was sometimes taken by her into Mrs. 
Mansfield^s room. She was seldom suf- 
ficiently herself to know him; but he 
would standby the side of her bed, and 
with upKfted h^nds supplioate the Father 
of mercies for her relief. AH waited with 
increasing anxiety for the wished-for, 
yet dreaded crisis ; and the day before 
that on which it was expected to take 
place* as the minister and his daughter 
were taking their evening coffee in the 
study, they were informed that a gentle- 
man, who seemed to have come a jotirney, 
requested to be admitted to them. He 
soon after entered, and announced him'* 
self by the name of William Mansfield. 
He appeared greatly shocked when he 
heard of the dangerous state in which his 
relation lay. «* I see,'' said he, " that I 
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d by Google 



350 FiUage Dial^nes. 

am speaking to my courin's friemit, to 
those who take no common interest in 
her welfare ; but I have more reason than 
any other can have, to look up to her 
with graterol reneration. O sir, I have 
never seen this admirable woman, but I 
and mine are indebted to her for more 
than I can express ; and should I be de- 
prived of an opportunity of pouring forth 
fny thanks before her, it will be the 
heaviest disappointment of my life." 

Mr. Grey and his daughter minutely 
described the present situation of their 
minds, how faint their hopes, and bow 
weighed down by fears; and almost with 
trembling agitation, told how soon the 
questfon of life or death would probably 
be decided : after which Miss Grey re- 
tired to the room of her friend, and her 
father, bidding her aiHeu for the night, 
took their new guest home with him ; and 
mutually pleased with each other, they 
spent the evening chiefly in an interest- 
ing discussion of the virtues and amiable 
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qiualities of Jaer wsJiQin tbey %o soon feared 
to lo&e« 

The pbysician came the following day, 
and according to bis expectation, pro- 
nounced that the fever had left his pa- 
tient, but as he bad foreseen, in so very 
iveak a state, that it would be little less 
^han a. miracle if she long survived. She 
-cvas, however, in her perfect senses ; her 
eye, witfa its wonted intelligence, kindly 
greeted her friend and attendants as they 
approached the bed, and when they 
kissed her pale bands, each in turn felt 
their gentle pressure. 

The doctor had ordered her to be kept 
perfectly quiet, aud during the whole 
day you would hardly have known that 
a living creature inhabited the bouse. 
She was able to take but little nouiishmei^t 
in the course of if, yet in the ^^lening was 
evidently better, speaking affectionately 
and gratefully to her delighted nurses, 
and inquiring for Mr. Grey. *' Why is 
be not here?^' said sfae. '< 1 want to 
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thank him for jfou, my EmQa,*' tenderly 
pressing Her hand. ** If to-morrow is 
granted to me, praj let him come." 

Mrs. Mansfield's inclination to speak 
was repressed as mach as possible by 
her prudent attendantSi and they had the 
comfort of seeing her spend a quiet and 
easy night. In the morning, with a sweet 
smile, she bade them hasten breakfast ; 
but when it came, she could eat little^ 
and when thej raised her up, was several 
times near fainting; ^ 

The doctor having left all necessary 
directions, excused himself from eoming 
on that day, and it passed on much as 
the preceding one had done. In the 
evening, however, she seemed better than 
she had yet been, and having again men* 
tiooed her wisli of seeing Mr. Grey, his 
daughter thoiight there would be no Visk 
in telling her of the arrival of Mr. Wil- 
liam Mansfield { but with that intelligence 
she appeared greatly agitated, and beg- 
ged that both might be immediately sent 
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for* Eaini| would fain have delayed this 

till Ihe following day. <^ If I had known, 

dear oaadam," as^id she, \' that you had 

taken such an interest in your cousin, I 

would not yet have mentioned him ; I 

tfaougbt,you h^d been almost strangers." 

Ztady. " So we are personally ; but 

he is dear to my hearty and," sinilipg, "I 

wish to commence an acquaintance with 

^faini in this lower world : "so you must give 

me an opportunity to-day ; i may have 

no other. Nay, my love, do not let the 

idea give you pain : and you, dear Sarah, 

try to wean your heart from the fond 

liope of my continuing much longer here. 

When can I die more happily than now ? 

with friends so beloved to close my eyes, 

with my senses so clear, and," lifting up 

her hands and eyesj " with a heart full of 

love and confidence in the Almighty 

Being to whom I go." 

Emma, O say no more, dear madam, 
you will exhaust the little strength you 
have, even before the chief occasion for 
No. VL 31 * 
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it comes. But if you will take a cordial, 
and try to compose jour miod, I will at 
all events obey you by sending for our 
friends. * 

Mrs« Mansfield agreed to the condi- 
tionsy and a message was sent to request 
their immediate presence. No regula- 
tions in the apartment were needful to 
prepare for their coming : it was dow, 
as always, kept like the mind of its in- 
habitant, fit for the examination of the 
purest eye. She looked around, and was 
pleased to perceive all in its usual state of 
order and neatness. Her own appearance 
was highly interesting, and there were 
about her all the comforts and proprie- 
ties, withouhany of the fopperies which 
are sometimes seen even in sick rooms. 
Unable to rise from her bed, she was 
supported by pillows, and as she waited x 
in expectation of her friends, there was 
an animation in her countenance and a 
brightness in her eyes, which revived the 
hopes of those about her, though it ought 
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perbapa rather to have alarmed their 
fears. 

The gentlemen soon arrived, but Mr. 
Orej entered alone ; and after a tender 
and affectionate greeting, in which the 
grateful widow expressed her high sense 
of the kindness of his daughter, she asked 
why |ie was hot accompanied bj her 
cousin; and being informed that fie 
waited in the study till she wished to see 
him, ** Let it be now then,'' said she, <' I 
am impatient for his coming." 

Mr. Wm« Mansfield entered the room, 
and approaching the bed, she held out 
her hand, which be took respectfully be- 
tween his and affectionately kissed. She 
gazed upon him, but was unable to speak* 
" Dear lady," tfaid he, "suffer me to 
retire; the sight of a stranger is more 
than you can bear at present/' 

Lady. No, do not go. I shall be 
better soon, and I have much to say to 
you. 

fTm. Mansfield. And I, madam, have 
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to unburden a heart which 10 filled widi 
gratitude to you ; but I fear you are yet 
unable to bear ail that I wish foaay* 

liody. No, dear air, tell rae all that 
concerns your own welfare ; ^or I am 
deeply interested in it. 

Wm. Man$jiM. It is to you, dear 
lady, that I am indebted for a large part 
0/ the happiness that I now posaeas. 
My cousin, as you well know, after ha¥- 
iftg for years been a father to me, had 
entirely cast me off, forbidding me to -eee 
or even write to him again, and that in so 
solemn a manner that I durst not diaobey 
him. I cannot express to you how much 
I suffered. I loved my benefactoryvand 
hoped that, in his latter years of life, I 
and mine should have had opportunities 
of, in some measure, returning the many 
obligations that we owed him. It was 
this, believe me, apd not the loss of 
worldly goods which his displeasure must 
occasion to me, that chiefly lay upon my 
heart. I have never coveted wealth; 
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but the affectioos of 1117 coasio were so 
dear to me, that I would have given up 
an J thing, less than 017 principles and the 
lires of 017 faaiii7i to preserve them* 

In this nnea97 state did I remain till 
last Mondav^ when I v^as astonished b7 a 
hast7 summons to attend him immediate- 
ly at Bath. The servant informed me 
that his master had been dangerousl7 ill, 
and on m7 arrival I ascended the stair- 
case which led to his apartment with *a 
beating heart and trembling limbs but the 
moment I entered, he opened his arms to 
receive me, and with expressions of ten- 
derness kinder than I had ever before 
heard from his lips, told me, that I owed 
all to 70U ; that when his heart was soft- 
ened b7 illness and a near prospect of the 
grave, a letter which 70U had written 
sometime ago in m7 favour happened to 
' meet his eye ; that he had fead it man7 
times over, and that it had worked the 
change I saw. 

A soft flush of delight was diffused 
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over the beoignaDt cooDleDiinee of Mrs. 
Manafieid ; nhe raised her beaming eyes 
to heaven, and her Jips nuM^ ; but the 
agitation of her mind was more than her 
iveak frame could bear : the transient glow 
which bad Tisited her cheeks and lips 
suddenly retired, leaving them e^ven paler 
than before, and it was with difficulty 
that she was kept from fainting. 

The gentlemen* fearing that too much 
had already been said, retired into the 
study, and sat silently meditating on the 
change so soon likely to take place in the 
interesting object of their regards : a 
change so glorious to herself^ but so la- 
mentable to the many who were cheered 
and edified, in their journey through life, 
by her affectionate attentions, and the en- 
cellent example which, whether in sick- 
ness or in health, she every hour dis- 
played before their eyes. 

Sarah seldom quitted the room of her 
dear lady ; and on the occas^ioo of her 
late alarm, Miss Grey having rung the 
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bell, Hannah obeyed its summomi. Mrs. 
MaBsfield, however, soon recovered, and 
being informed that her cousin was still 
in the bouse, appeared satisfied, and af* 
ter a silence of some time, asked whether 
Thomas knew the slate that she was in. 
She was told by Hannah of his constant 
and anxious inquiries, and that he 'was 
then in the house, waiting her return, for 
a more particular account. *' Let him 
then cooie up,** said she ; " I may not 
again be able to speak to him before we 
meet in a better place." 

He joyfully obeyed the unexpected 
call. But when he entered the room, and 
saw the pale, yet sweet and animated 
countenance of berjio whom he had long 
looked lip as the most perfect of the hu- 
man race, he suddenly stopped, and clasp*- 
log his hands together, involuntarily drop* 
ped on one knee, beholding her as an an- 
gelic being whom it seemed a sort of pro- 
fanation to approach. She, however, 
with her accustomed graciousuess, held 
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out her haod : ** Come near, my friend^" 
•aid she, *< and teli me for the last time, 
that you will go steadily oo in the path 
of righteousness till we meet in those hap- 
py regions which the infinite goodness of 
our heavenly Father hath prepared for 
those who love him." 

Poor Thomas was unable to speak ; 
and after a pause, she went on. ** Praise 
God with me, bless him, thank him, for 
thus peacefully, thus happily briogiog me 
to the end of my earthly career. What 
more could I have asked than he has thus 
graciously given." 

T%omcL8* O madam ! death has do 
terrors for you : you have gained that 
victory which is through our Lord Jesus 
Christ. I see that a real Christian caa 
not only look it in the face, but look be- 
yond it, to that blessed country, which 
neither sin nor sorrow can ever enter. 

Lady. Prepare yourself diligently for 
the state in which you now see me, for it 
must speedily be your on^i. Take heed 
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unto your^wajs, and be ftilfj confident 
that if you are ".faithfut unto death," 
God will bestow upoii jou ** a crown of 
life," 

ThomaSy kneeling and clasping bis 
hands. lf\ my heart, dear ladj, will I 
treasare up your words : next to the ho- 
}y book of God, they shall be the guide 
of my remaining days, and when they are 
ended, may we meet again in that land of 
blessedness to which you first pointed 
out my way. 

Mrs. Mansfield, whose strength seem- 
ed rather to increase than diminish, now 
desired that Mr. Grey and her cousin 
might be called in. As they came near, 
a sweet smile spread itself over her fea* 
tures. ** I have now," said she, *< stand- 
ing round my bed, those whom I most 
love upon earth, those who, since the loss 
of my beloved husband and child, have 
most contributed io soothe my pilgrimage 
through it, and I see you with looks of 
love watching thus its latest stage. O my 
No. VI. 32 
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Farb^r,'* lifting iip ber ejes, ^ Aou haat 
guid«d me through life, thou , •upporUst 
me in death ! What but the iocenfte of an 
adoring heart have I to offer io return 
for all /" After a long pause^ which no 
one sei^med diapoaed or indeed able to 
interrupt, <« I thought,'' said abe» « that 
I had much to saj to each of jrov, bo( i 
must cut it short. Believe me, my coo- 
ain," turning Io Mf« Wm. Manefield, 
« jou have rejoiced my heart. Remem« 
ber rae tenderly to mj uncle, bid him 
not grieve for my loss, and tell htm that 
the comfort of a Christian death, gives a 
foretaste of the joys that shall be hereaf- 
ter. Dry those tears, my affectionate 
^arah ; it is the hand of a Father which 
is leading me away, and shall 1 unwilling- 
ly follow its direction ? No, no : I have 
long looked forward to this hour ; il has 
been the business of my life to prepare 
for it ; and though I know that I have 
done but little, and that little most im- 
perfectly, yet I have the joyful teatima- 
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fij of ft good conscience, that * in simpli- 
city flbd godlj sincerity' I faftve had toy 
-conTeraation in the world ; and mj entire 
fifth ill the infinite goodness and mercy 
ef God, as declared iiftt6 us by bis Son, 
'feaves me no shadow of a doubt with res- 
pect to hh gracious forgiteneas of my 
many faults and errors." After a long 
paasO) — *^0 my friends, praise God, 
praise him for all that he gives' iis in this 
world, but above all, for the glorious as- 
aurance of eternal lift ! The moment 
•eems already present io my sight, when, 
at the sound of the Redeemer's voice, 
the graves shall give up their dead, and 
the faithfut, clothed in the unfading robes 
of immortality, arise to meet their Lord^! 
The hour approaches, when * He who 
aball come, mill comet and will not tarry !' 
Yes, my friends, we shaii soon be called 
together from the sleep of death, to dwell 
where Ood will be with us, and Jesus the 
beloved of God, the 'author and finisher 
of our faith/ " 
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She stoppedy appearing nearljr exham- 
ted. <^ Dear madam,'' said Mr* Grey, 
** let us leave you for the present : to* 
morroir we will again request permissioa 
to return." She made, a motion for them 
to stay, and speaking at first with some 
difficulty, thus addressed them. 

** To-morrow," waving her hand, ** is 
Dot for me in this world. O that in the 
dawn of an eternal day,we may all meet in 
love, as now. Receive, receive the last 
blessing of your dying friend : her last 
prayer for you and for herself is that we 
may be accepted by our God, as humble 
followers of C hrist ; for ^it is a faithful say- 
ing, If we be dead with him, we shall al- 
so live with him !' * Come then, come 
quickly ! even so come Lord Jesm P " ; 

The last words faltered upon her lips 
and were scarcely audible, all around her 
believing that her parting breath fluttered 
upon them : she sunk down, and remain- 
ed without motion for a considerable time, 
'< Leave us, my father," said Miss Grey, 
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who nastained herself wi(fa surprising 
firmness, not a tear falling from ber eye, 
** but do not leave the house ; she may 
reviTe, and again wish to see you." 

The gentlemen and fbe almost heart- 
broken Thomas immediately withdrew, 
and the anxious nurses perceived that the 
dear object of their solicitude still lived. 
After a time a nervous restlessness took 
place, and a difficulty of breathing, and 
during those painful moments, they kneel* 
ed around the bed, contemplating the last 
faint struggles of mortality. At leng^th, 
after a pause of perfect stillness, a mark- 
4ed appearance of sensibility revisited the 
eyes of the dying saint. She turned them 
upon each of her friends, with a look of 
inexpressible sweetness, and then towards 
heaven, as to their resting place ! her 
pale lips moved, but no sound was utter- 
ed, and the last incense of her devout 
and grateful heart, silently ascended to 
the throne of grace and mercy. 
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Many mioutefl passed, after they were 
well assured that all was over, before one 
of the attendants moved ; but Miss Orej, 
•till retaining her former 6rmnes8, at 
length arose, and after gazing for a time 
on the composed countenance . of her 
friendt she kissed her forehead and lips 
with the most affectionate tenderness, and 
turning to Sarah, who was also rising, 
*< No hand but mine," said she, " shall 
close these benignant eyes. O joyful, 
glorious hour, when they will open to 
beam angelic lustre throughout the end- 
less ages of eternity !" 

When this last sad office was perform- 
ed, she could no longer support herself, 
but sunk, nearly insensible, upon a chair 
which stood near the bed. Sarah brought 
drops and water,while Hannah ran to call 
her father, who, as soon as she could 
wal|c, conducted her into the study, from 
whence Mr. Wm. Mansfield had retired 
to the parlour; and placing her with hioi- 
self upon a sofa, her bead reclining on 
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bis bosom, ^'my Eoooia," said be, "you 
bave performed a noble part, you bave 
done for our inestimable friend all that I 
wisbedy and eten more tban I your fond 
fatber expected from you. During her 
severe and trying illness, you were a 
daughter to her ; and when the last sad 
scene arrived, I witnessed tbat no tear 
of yours disturbed tbe saint-like calmness 
of ber dying moments : now let them 
freely flow ray child, it will relieye your 
overburdened heart." 

Emma. O sir, how good you are, and 
how soothing are your praises to my trou- 
bled mind. Dear, dear departed saint ! 
she will be ever present lo my fond re- 
membrance. 

Mr. Grey. May it be so, my daugh- 
ter ; you cannot think of her too much. 
May her piety, her humility, her active 
Christian charity, be the models for your 
future imitation. Your situation is, in 
many re^ipects, sicnilar to what heis has 
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beeoy and from nature abe received no 
talenfa auperior to those which jowl po8- 
fess. 

Emma. Pray for me theoi my father, 
pray that I may be enabled to emulate 
her in the uae of them. In addition to 
what I can spare from my own means, let 
me be the distributor of the charities 
which she has bequeathed. In doing 
this I shall have the delight of continue 
ally hearing her blessed and praised ; and 
O Almighty Father I grant that I may so 
tread in her footsteps from day to day, 
that after a life of real Christian piety on 
earthy I may be united to her in those re- 
gions of bliss which thou hast prepared 
for all thy true and humble worshippers.*' 

In conversation like this did the good 
minister continue with his daughter, till 
he had in a great degree composed her 
agitated mind, after which he departed, 
and she retired to rest, with^i deterraios- 
tion not to leave the house of her friend 
till her remains were deposited in their 
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last earthly mansion. Mr. Win. Mans- 
field having formed the same resolutions 
an apartment was also prepared for him ; 
and full of the affecting scene which he 
had just witnessed, he employed a part 
of the night in writing the following letter 
to his cousin. 

Mr DBAR Sir, 

My last few lines informed you of the 
melancholy and dangerous state in which 
I found your incomparable niece, and I 
trust has in some measure prepared you 
for the contents of this. Alas ! you al- 
ready too well know what I am going to 
relate,, your fears run before my pen, and 
your heart already tells you that the best 
of women has performed her task upon 
earth, and is now, secure from all chance 
or change, awaiting the call of her glori- 
fied Master. 

O sir, I saw her but once, — but that 
once^ those few moments will be ever 
present to my mind. What she bade 
rae say to you, I reserve till we meet, 
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and will on\y write of wbat I hnxe ihh 
evening seen and beard. Nolbing bat tbe 
puritj df her hearty and tbe tmlj chrwtiao 
life sbe Ied» could bave imprinted on ber 
countenance such a beavenlj cbancter. 
There was at times a devout sobiiatfty in 
her eyes, which spoke a sool **afbirst 
for God !'' and looking earnestly forward 
to tbe time of appearing in hit glorious 
presence ! 

Before I saw this incomparable woman, 
my heart was full of gratitude towards ber, 
for her generous intercession on ray be- 
half, to which under heaven t owe your 
forgiveness and favour : but tbe benefit 
which I trust I bave now received, is of 
a still more precious nature : for to en- 
sure a death like hers, I must imitate her 
life. I was early taught to adore and 
reverende my Creator, and to seek the 
good of my fellow creatures ; but I trust 
that in future I and mine shall be more 
ardent in our piety to Ood» and more 
charitable and affectionate todut bretfarett 
of mankind. 
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which lies but wm pasaied before my 
my^% fb%t I ooiild epeod tbe nigbl in 
wrttidg and not lell you eM I feel. Bot I 
Iieve 'already 'pei^taps said more tban 
your weak bealtb und spirits can well 
enable yon to bear, and wiH only add 
tbat I am with tbe Iritest regard, 

Your ever grateful and affectionate, 

WlLtlAM MaHSFIELD. 

Tbis letter was ioimediately dispatch* 
ed, and soon after tbe following answer 
was received. 

Mr DEAR William, 
I can never cease to lament the loss of 
ber whom you justly term tbe best of 
women, for to me it can never be repaired. 
I looked, or rather I ought to have looked 
up to ber as my best friend and adviser, 
in tbe preparation which she has often 
warned me that I ought to make for the 
state which she is now in, and from which 
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I canoot be far distant. Since, I have 
hy her means been happily recoociied to 
you, I have loved her as a daughter^ and 
every hour felt more and aaore convinced, 
(bat Ihe way fo render the romainder of 
my days comforUble, and lay 'up a trea- 
sure in that country which will be oar 
abiding place^ was to put myself under 
her gentle guidance, and make her the 
director of all my plans of happiness, for 
this world and the next. 1 was meditat- 
ing on this idea, which fast gained ground 
in my mind, when your first- letter came, 
and burst asunder the web of virtuous 
comfort, which I had been weaving for 
the repose of my future days on earth, 
and to open my way to a place, where, 
after the turmoil and disappointments of 
this mortal life, my soul might find a final 
resting place. 

But let no one delay for a single hour 
to do a needful^ thing. Months, years 
ago, I might have done this ! but now all 
is vanished, ali.bejond my reach. She 
was Ihe corner stone upon which my 
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fabric of piety aod beneToIence was to 
be raised, and without her, I look in vain 
for a foundation on' which to build it. 
From that time till the fatal certainty 
arrired, mj mind was in a state of agita- 
tion more painful even than a knowledge 
of the worst. 

With respect to the dear angel her- 
self, I cannot wish her back in a world of 
cares and troubles ; a world in which she 
had suffered losses which would have 
made any other woman the melancholy 
victim of regret and discontent. But 
she, like her beloved master, was per- 
fected by sufferings, and when I have 
bad time to recover myself and collect 
my scattered thoughts, I too will try to 
resign my will, to the will of Him who 
ordereth all events. 

You tell me, my dear cousin, that the 
death bed of this saint has been to you a 
precious lesson : come then and teach it 
to one who needs it more. You and 
your family shall in future he all the 
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world to Qie ; from this hour I renounce 
its pride and its luxuries* I feel as one 
who walks upon the verge of life, and 
views the vessel waiting ooly for a 
breeae, which will launch him on the 
bouodleaa ocean of eternitj! Let me 
hasten then to put on the heavenly uni- 
form of holiness, and stow the lingering 
bark with all the good deeds that I may 
Domhave time for. As the first of these, 
and a specimen of the chief use which I 
mean iiereafter to make of my wealth, I 
enclose a note for one hundred pounds, 
which 1 desire may be given amongst the 
neighbouring poor, on the day that the 
precious remains of my niece are com- 
mitted to the earth. 

Fine and expensive funerals I know 
she disapproved, therefore let her own 
directions on that point be exactly fol- 
lowed. But at the time when I promised 
myself such pleasure in visiting the dear 
creature herself, about May or June, tell 
the worthy Mr. Grey that you and I will 
spend a week or two with him, and then 
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a monument shall be erected to prolong 
the memory of her excellence: that 
tl^ough dead, she may still speak ; warn- 
ing and persuading succeeding genera- 
tions, even from the tomb. 

What you mentioned in your first let- 
fer, lays me under obligations of the ten- 
derest kind to the good minister and his 
daughter, and their kindness to the dear 
departed, shall be repaid as far as 1 have 
power to do it. We will establish a 
friendly intimacy between our families, 
the common love of both to her dear 
memory will be a sacred bond of union. 
We will also inquire out all the poor to 
whom she was attached, and they shall 
share my bounty. 

W^hy did L say that I could form no 
plans for future virtuous happiness ? Ah 
ray cousin, I feel that if we have the in- 
clination, God will graciously supply the 
means. Talk no more, dear William, of 
my forgiveness ; what bad I to forgive 
but your superior wortJbiness ? 

The dear departed is never absenf from 
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my thoughts, and I can conceive no real 
bliss but that of being re*uoited to her in 
a better world. But can I without pre- 
sumption hope for this ? I, who am 0DI7 
entering on the christian course ? O that 
I had earlier found this blessed path: 
how far by this time might I have been 
advanced, how near to heaven ! but alas, 
the eleventh hour of my day is come, 
while little of the allotted labour is per- 
formed. I cannot with him in the vine- 
yard, plead that I was not called till 
now; for the sacred book of heavenly 
instruction has from my childhood been 
open before me ; but I turned away from 
its precious pages, and sought only for 
that knowledge which would serve the 
short lived purposes of the present time. 
I have wasted the morning and the noon, 
but the evening is still left, before the 
'^ night cometh in which no man can 
work.'' Come, come my friend, my 
fellow labourer, and teach me by diligent- 
ly employing what remains, to make the 
amends that are still possible for past 
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neglect Come and console the heart, 
while jrou direct the conduct of your 
^ adopted father, 

Thomas Mansfield. 

Before I conclude this little history, 
indulge me, my reader, in a few reflec- 
tions on the exlensiyely beneficial influ- 
ence of active Christian piety, which has 
been exemplified in the life and death of 
the good widow.* 

Many well meaning persons, with 
talents and acquirements fully equal to 
bers, go through the world without sus- 
pecting that they could, or ought to be 
any thing more or better than the insigni- 
ficant beings we behold them. They 
perform what are called the duties of 
their stations, in such a manner as to 
avoid the censures of the world, or the 
reproaches of their families, and this is 
all they aim at, all they believe to be 
required from them. But the mere ab- 
sence of evil, is not good. Such sloth- 
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ful, sach low^miDded persons cmnnot 
hope to be oumbered with the <<good 
and faithful aenraDts," who have walked 
** worthy of God, who hath called themf 
into the kingdom of his glory." 

The usefulness of her whose example 
I wish particularly to recommend to 
females of independent fortune, was not, 
we see, likely to end even with her life : 
many of those whom she had been the 
means of conrerting from evil, were now 
become actively good, and daily extend- 
ing the benefit to others : her uncle whom 
she thought beyond the -reach of her 
pious efforts, looks back upon them with 
a conviction which at the time he would 
not acknowledge to himself; and the 
amiable Emma Orey, is likely by emu- 
lating ber piety and virtues, to become a 
perfect copy of what she was. Thus 
from one individual with apparently little 
power or means of influence, what good 
may spread on every side* 

Say not that you have no power, no 
talents, to advance the Christian cause, 
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to forward the blessed kiogdom of your 
Ijord: look iuto your own heart and 
conduct, and then tell me whether they 
have proved you earnest in a desire to do 
so? Do you corer your table with deli- 
cacies, and thinking that too little, spread 
it again to awaken the cloyed appetites 
of your guests? Do you thus expose 
yourself to blame for extravagance, and 
to ridicule for folly and vanity, while 
your sick or aged neighbour is pining for 
want? Do you decorate your own frail 
body with a useless variety of gay trap- 
pings, while perhaps in the very house of 
prayer, you see the shivering victims of 
disease and poverty, wanting the cover* 
ing which the superfluous expense of 
yours, would amply furnish to them? 
And do you waste at the card table, or 
in other most unprofitable employments, 
that precious time^ which the most 
thoughtless and ignorant must be sensible, 
might be bestowed in a thousand ways 
more profitable to their own hearts and 
understandings, and more beneficial to 
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tbeir fellow travellers through a world of 
trial. 

If this, or what resembles this should 
be your conduct, do not say that Mrs. 
Mansfield's character is above your 
mark, but that you have never aimed so 
high. And if what she attaloed is above 
your ambition, above your grovelling 
wishes, how will you aspire to the imita- 
tion of him who was the perfect model of 
all human excellence T And without an 
ardent desire, and strenuous endeavour 
to follow in his sleps^ we are his disci- 
ples but in name ! Remember that when 
the awful day of account arrives, we 
shall be tried, not by the standard of the 
world, but by the standard of that Mas- 
ter whose holy and benevolent precepts 
it should be the constant employment of 
our lives, to understand and practice. 
Look well to it then, ye who live in cs^re- 
less selfishness, disregarding the igno- 
rance, the miseries, and the vices of 
your fellow-men, and know that for this 
(Criminal neglect ye will be brought into 
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jadgment ! *' Forasmuch ^ ye did it not 
unto the least of theBe, je did it not unto 

Mr. William Mansfield was equally 
gratified and affected by the perusal of 
his cousin's letter: his generous heart 
glowed with delight, to perceive the 
happy change of disposition which it 
displayed, and he resolved to do all that 
in him lay, to promote the future virtue 
and felicity of his benefactor. He gave 
the letter to Mr. Grey, who could not 
read it without tears. '* The influence of 
our late dear friend," said he, ** reminds 
me of the fabled power once ascribed to 
a certain stone, of turning all it touched 
to gold : she in like manner seems to 
have purified and spiritualized all with 
whom she has been nearly connected. 
Happy, thrice happy power of commu- 
nicating virtue, * for its fruit is better 
th&n gold, yea than much fine gold ;' * for 
whoso findeth it findeth life, and shall 
obtain favour of the Lord.' " 

At length the day appointed for the 
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funeral arrived : the burying ground 
Dear, and according to her writfen direc- 
tions* she was carried to the grave bj 
aix poor women decently clothed io 
black, the two foremost being Sarah Wil- 
liams and the wife of Thomas. Mr. 
Wm. Mansfield and Miss Greji^ went as 
chief mourners, though there were many 
others ; for as she was nnirersally res- 
pected and beloved, the whole neigh- 
bourhood, and especially the poor, in 
great numbers assembled on the solemn 
occasion. It was expected that Mr. 
Grey would address them at the grave, 
and thoufi^h he before doubted whether 
be should be able to do so, he felt his 
powers revive within him, at the time when 
he most wished to call them forth ; and 
in a discourse which penetrated the heart 
of every hearer, he commented upon the 
truly Christian life and death of her 
whom they had bow attended to her last 
earthly home ; and earnestly exhorted 
all around him, to be like her, true woT' 
shippers of the one infinite and eternal 
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Gody an discipleg and followers of his be- 
loved Sqo Jesus Christ : To detest the 
Tices and crimes^ and to raise their minds 
above the follies, the vanities^ and the 
selfishness of the present world ; making 
all that befals them in their passage 
through ity a means of preparation for that 
immortal state, that never ending life, into 
which the great *^ Captain of our salva- 
tion*' is already entered, and from 
whence^ at the time appointed by' his 
heavenly Father, he will come in great 
power and majesty ^o call his faithful fol- 
lowers from the tomb. 

*^ O my beloved brethren," said the 
preacher, *^ cast.away from your hearts, 
and from your conduct, whatever you 
would fear, or be ashamed to own, at that 
most solemn hour. Let every future 
day, be a day of preparation ; that at 
whatever time your Lord comes, he may 
find you watching. " Let your loins be 
gifded about, and your lights burning 1" 
Praise and adore your great Creator, with 
all the powers which he hath bestowed 
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upon joo, and spread tbe knowledge of his 
goodness far and wide. Let us not be 
content merelj to praj for the approach 
of that happy time, when the wHi of Ood 
shall ** be done on earth/' even ** as it is 
in heaven ;" but let each of os in his dif- 
ferent station, zealouslj/ and actively la- 
bour to hasten its arrival, for *^ blessed is 
that servant whom his Lord when he 
cometfa, shall find so doing.*' 

" Awake then ! awake to righteous- 
ness/' and be not as those who have not 
the knowledge of God. ** Knowing that 
He who raised up the Lord Jesus will 
also raise us up by Jesus," let us by a life 
of holiness and active virtue, make ready 
for his coming : trusting in ** Ood, even 
the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ tbe 
Father of mercies and the God of all com- 
fort," who thus invites his creatures to be 
blest : — ** Come out from among the wick- 
ed, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, 
and I will receive you, and will be a father 
to you, and ye shall be my soni and 
daughters, sailh the Lord Almighty!" 
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